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EDITOR'S NOTE 


Kristen Wiig in 
Bridesmaids; 
Daniel Craig in 
\ The Girl With the 
) Dragon Tattoo 


Connie Britton, 
Dylan McDermott, 
and Taissa Farmiga 
on American 
Horror Story; 
Madeleine Stowe 
and Henry Czerny 
on Revenge 


2011: THE GOOD, 


FOLLOW ME ON TWITTER > G @JessCagleEW 


THE BAD: BND THE SCARY 


Every year, as we put together our Best and 
Worst issue, I’m struck by how fast pop culture 
can evolve in 12 months. Just think: In the 
wee hours of 2011, Kim and Kris weren’t even 
engaged yet. I had no idea that getting stuck next to Alec 
Baldwin or Gérard Depardieu on a plane would be so awful. 
And if you’d told me I'd be putting Kermit on the cover, 


I would’ve said you were insane. In this 
issue our critics and editors bring you 
the best and worst of the year. Personally, 
here’s what I'll remember from 2011: 
MY FAVORITE MOVIES The Artist; 
Beginners; Bridesmaids; Crazy, Stupid, 
Love; The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo; 
The Help; Mission: Impossible—Ghost 
Protocol; and Moneyball. 

TV’S AMAZING FALL SEASON It brought 
us some genuine new blockbusters (like 
Once Upon a Time and 2 Broke Girls), a 
new guilty-pleasure addiction (Revenge), 
a haunted-house story scarier than 
anything in TV history (American 
Horror Story), anew 24-ish thriller that 
might actually be even better than 24 
(Homeland), and a wicked new political 
drama (Boss). Even the commercials 
were good; I sort of want to be adopted 
by the Hilfigers. 

HOLLYWOOD'S GAY BASHING Vince 
Vaughn called electric cars “gay” in The 
Dilemma. Brett Ratner said rehearsals 
are for “fags.” And Tracy Morgan joked 
about stabbing a homosexual. Who 
knew that these Hollywood elites had 
so much in common with Michele 
Bachmann and Rick Perry? 

THE BOOK OF MORMON Shocking, funny, 
sweet, genius. Other unforgettable 
moments on Broadway: watching Daniel 


Radcliffe command the stage in How to 
Succeed in Business Without Really Trying 
and Judith Light’s brittle, witty alcoholic 
in Other Desert Cities. 

THE PASSING OF STEVE AND ELIZABETH 
It’s weird living in a world without them. 
THE CHARLIE SHEEN ROAST So depressing, 
it still haunts me. 

ADELE Who could forget the first time 
they heard her sing “Someone Like You”? 
THE APPALLING CAMPAIGN COVERAGE 
ON TV NEWS If only they would plug in 
the bulls--- detector and stop pretending 
that divisive spinning by politicians and 
pundits counts as worthwhile discourse. 
MY FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES This year 
I watched in awe as EW’s brilliant and 
dedicated staff accomplished some 
amazing things, including the launch 
of the magazine’s tablet edition and 
phenomenal growth on EW.com. It’s 
a pleasure working with them and a 
pleasure for us to serve such a smart, 
demanding, passionate audience. See 
you in 2012. 


gic 


JESS CAGLE, 
MANAGING EDITOR 
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Life has many opportunities 
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/ The Top 10 Things We Love This Week /——— 


©MUSTLIST 


MISSION: 
IMPOSSIBLE— 
GHOST PROTOCOL 


Tom Cruise and 
his IMF crew pull 
off their most 
daunting mission 
yet when they’re 
cut loose after a 
Kremlin bombing 
in this audacious, 
thrilling sequel. 


(Rated PG-13) Ta 


IT’S A WONDERFUL 
LIFE on Christmas Eve 


You might have the tree and the trimmings, 


but no Christmas is complete without 
Jimmy Stewart's heartwarming holiday 
classic. (NBC, Dec. 24, 8 p.m.) 


3. VH1 DIVAS CELEBRATES SOUL 
The Divas series has assembled an earth- 
shaking lineup—including Kelly Clarkson, 
Mary J. Blige, Jennifer Hudson, Jill Scott, 
Florence + the Machine, and more—to pay 
what’s sure to be glorious tribute to the 
sounds of soul music. (VH1, Dec. 19, 9 p.m.) 


DEATH 
COMES TO 
PEMBERLEY, 
by P.D. James 
This engaging 
reimagining of 
the world of 
Pride and Prejudice 
picks up six 
years later, when 
the happily 
married Darcys 
are rattled by 
brother-in-law | = 
Wickham's 
involvement in a P. D 
mysterious death. 


Death Comes 


Bobo é ley 


Vena 


Jameel | 
a 


Illustration by JESSE LENZ 
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WAR HORSE Director Steven Spielberg crafts a harrowing, sweeping adventure 
about a British farm boy Jeremy Irvine) who enlists in the army during World War | to 
find his beloved steed somewhere among the battlefields. (Rated PG-13) 


SID & 
NANCY on 
Blu-ray 


THE BELIEVER, 
Common 

For his impressive 
ninth album, the 
Chicago MC (and 
Hell on Wheels 
star) teams up 
with Kanye West 
mentor No I.D. 

for a collaboration 


MIDNIGHT IN PARIS full of old-school 

DVD and download Woody boasts and love 
Allen's wry, whimsical hit follows a screen- jams, with guest 
writer (Owen Wilson) who's thrilled when turns from Nas, 
his nighttime walks lead him back to a John Legend, and 
star-studded 1920s Paris. (Rated PG-13) Maya Angelou. 


9, THE LEOPARD, 
by Jo Nesbg 

The best-selling 
Norwegian crime 
writer returns with 

his disaffected 
detective Harry Hole 
and the disturbing new 


case he’s faced with: 
the brutal murders 1 DOWNTON ABBEY reruns The aristocratic 
of two women in Crawley family and their servants are back for a second 


Oslo and the budding 
serial killer who 
may be responsible. 


season on Jan. 8. Catch up on season I's schemes and trysts 
when this surprisingly addictive period drama gets a holiday 
encore. (PBS, Dec. 18 and 25, Jan. 1, check local listings) 
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FRANK MASI 


NEWS AND NOTES 


| MOVIES 


Sylvester Stallone Keeps His Head 

The title is Bullet to the Head, but Sylvester Stallone (left) may also get an ax to his. 
He stars as a hitman who joins forces with an honest cop (Fast Five's Sung Kang) 
after both lose partners to a military mercenary Jason Momoa, right, lowering his 
weapon). The movie, out April 13, is “a debate between two different guys from 
opposite walks of life,” says director Walter Hill (48 HRS.). “They both live by moral 
codes, though they are very different moral codes.” —Anthony Breznican 
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JUSTIFIED: PRASHANT GUPTA/FX; REGENERATION: BRIAN NEVINS 


NEWS AND NOTES 


TV 


Carla Gugino Stirs Things Up on Justified 

Raylan (Timothy Olyphant, left) may have rekindled the flame with Winona (Natalie Zea) on FX’s Justified, but part 
of his heart still belongs to a hottie from his past. To wit: When a fellow law dog is killed on the Jan. 24 episode, Raylan 
runs into former crush Karen Goodall (Carla Gugino, right), an assistant director for the U.S. Marshals Service who's 
in town to investigate the murder. “They were always attracted to one another,” explains executive producer Graham 
Yost. “But when Raylan was free, Karen wasn’t—that kind of thing. Now comes this situation where the attraction is 
still there, but Raylan has reconnected with Winona.” We sure about that reconnection? —Lynette Rice 


fem CPHEE 


Ge 
Dance music and 
hip-hop make a series 
of crossovers in 
Re:Generation, a 
documentary hitting 
theaters Feb. 16 for 
one night; then it will 
be available for down- 
load. The film throws 
a handful of top 
producers and DJs 
headfirst into new 
genres—including 
Mark Ronson (cen- 
ter), who ventures to 
steamy New Orleans 
to record at the leg- 
endary Preservation 
Hall. “The challenge 
was writing some- 
thing we all thought 
was strong, and in 
only one day, and out 
of my comfort zone” 
Ronson says. “We 
definitely sweat, in 
and out of the studio.” 
—Kyle Anderson 


MORE ON 
EW.COM 
® For additional 
sneak peeks, go to 
ew.com/firstlook 
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SPIDER-MAN 
ON BROADWAY: 


WHAT COULD POSSIBLY 
GO WRONG? 


WHOIS 
REBECCA 
BLACK 

= AND WHY 
CAN'T WE 
~ GET THAT 
b> STUPID 
~ SONG OUT 
OF OUR 
HEADS? 


THE 
WEDDING 


WE LOVE! 
(KATE & 
WILL) 
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—/ THE YEAR THAT WAS / 


FEB. 22 


Adele Rocks Our World 
“We could’ve had it all,” 
Adele sings on her megahit 
single “Rolling in the Deep.” 
But in 2011, it seemed like 
she actually did: Her sopho- 
more album, 21 (released 
on Feb. 22), hit the top of 
the charts, where it spent a 
dazzling 13 weeks, becom- 
ing the year’s best-selling 
album and garnering six 
Grammy nominations. 


2011 Year-End Special 


Ricky Roasts Hollywood 
at the Golden Globes 


In his opening remarks at the Golden 
Globes, host Ricky Gervais crossed the 

line between friendly teasing and full-on 
mockery—much to viewers’ delight. “I was 
sure the Golden Globe for special effects 
would go to the team that airbrushed 

[the Sex and the City 2] poster,” jabbed 
the host after sinking his teeth into Johnny 
Depp, Angelina Jolie, and the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association itself—which 
then went and hired him again for next year. 


5 a 
UAGEERAT ARSE 


The 2011 Grammys Are for the Birds 


Who would've thought that a rainbow-feathered turkey (a.k.a. Cee Lo Green) and 
a catsuited Gwyneth Paltrow would make for one of the most inspired musical 
moments? Their candy-colored “Forget You” was just one highlight of the 53rd 
Annual Grammy Awards, where Arcade Fire took home Album of the Year. But the 
real prize went to viewers, who saw pop’s A list exhaust themselves for our enter- 
tainment. Bieber danced with ninjas, Gaga hatched out of an egg, and even the 
Queen of Soul herself, Aretha Franklin, made a pretaped video appearance after a 
decibel-packed serenade from the likes of Christina Aguilera and Jennifer Hudson. 


ADELE: CHAD BATKA/THE NEW YORK TIMES/REOUX; GERVAIS: PAUL DRINKWATER/NBC/GETTY IMAGES; LOHAN On ee 
MARIO ANZUONI/ASSOCIATED PRESS; GREEN: KEVIN WINTER/GETTY IMAGES 2011 Year-End Special EW.COM | 19 


—/ THE YEAR THAT wAS A 


FEB. 27 


And the Award 
for Worst 
Hosts Goes to... 


Viewers didn’t care for Oscar 
hosts Anne Hathaway (too 
peppy!) and James Franco 
(not peppy enough!). But the 
night still provided plenty of 
watercooler moments, like 
Best Supporting Actress 
winner Melissa Leo's F-bomb, 
The King’s Speect’s Best 
Picture win, and Kirk Douglas’ 
crowd-pleasing appearance 
to present an award. “Where 
were you when | was 
making pictures?” the legend 
catcalled at Hathaway. 


Rebecca Black: 


Why? 


She may have started off as a joke, but 14-year-old 
Rebecca Black is having the last laugh after her head- 
scratching success. BY MELISSA MAERZ 


Quick: What day comes 
after Thursday? Thanks to 
Rebecca Black, we'll never 
fail that pop quiz again. 
The Orange County, Calif., 
teenager’s relentlessly 
singsongy TGIF anthem 
“Friday” was made possi- 
ble by a $4,000 gift from 
her mom. When it went 


viral on March 11, she 
became the poster child for 
What’s Wrong With Music 
These Days: the never- 
ending reign of grating 
teen pop, Auto-Tuned 
vocals, and skull-poundingly 
dumb dance music all com- 
bined in one make it stop! 
meme that your niece’s 
BFF’s babysitter forwarded 
to you at work. By year’s 
end, after “Friday” had 
racked up over 10 million 
views on YouTube, popped 
up on Glee and Dancing 
With the Stars, and landed 
Black a cameo in a Katy 
Perry video, it also pretty 
much summed up What’s 
Wrong With Kids These 
Days—namely, that they 
can launch a social-media 


empire but can’t manage 
to string together a gram- 
matical sentence. Forgive 
them: As Black explains, 
it’s just that we we we so 
excited. Besides, it’s fun, 
fun, fun, fun! 

Grizzled oldsters past 
the age of 17 might resent 
Black for proving what 
they’ve always suspected 
about Gen-Y: They value 
fame more than talent. 
(“We don’t hate you 
because you're famous,” 
quipped one of Black’s 
detractors on Twitter. 
“You're famous because we 
hate you.”) But hey, achiev- 
ing interweb ubiquity is 
working for Black. Just 
listen to “My Moment,” a 
song about triumphing 
over the haterz who dis- 
missed “Friday.” The most 
uplifting part of Black’s 
success? That anyone can 
be a pop star. The most 
depressing part? That 
anyone can be a pop star. 


iPad 2 Is 2 Cool 


No, those aren't Twihards lining 
up for a premiere—they’re techies 
waiting to bring home an iPad 2 
after its March 11 debut. With a 
faster processor and features like 
video calling, the new iPad became 
the year’s must-have gizmo. 


APRIL 29 


Will and Kate 
Plus Fete 

Just think: Without the 
hyperventilating media 
blitz that accompanied 
the nuptials of Prince 
William and Kate 
Middleton (which drew 
an estimated 2 billion 
viewers), there might 
still be people in 

the civilized world who 
didn’t know that a 
“fascinator’” is a fash- 
ionable British head- 
piece. Or that a “Pippa” 
is acurvy, show- 
stealing sister. 
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‘After 6 weeks on an antidepressant, | still couldn't shake 
my depression. 


If you’ve been on an antidepressant for at least 6 weeks and are still struggling with depression, having ABILIFY® (aripiprazole) 
added to your antidepressant may help with unresolved symptoms in as early as 1-2 weeks.* 


ABILIFY is a prescription medicine used to treat depression 
in adults as add-on treatment to an antidepressant when an 
antidepressant alone is not enough. 


Important Safety Information 


Elderly patients with dementia-related psychosis (eg, an inability to 
perform daily activities due to increased memory loss) taking ABILIFY 
have an increased risk of death or stroke. ABILIFY is not approved for 
treating these patients. 
Antidepressants can increase suicidal thoughts and behaviors 
in children, teens, and young adults. Serious mental illnesses 
are themselves associated with an increase in the risk of suicide. 
When taking ABILIFY call your doctor right away if you have new 
or worsening depression symptoms, unusual changes in behavior, 
or thoughts of suicide. Patients and their caregivers should be 
especially observant within the first few months of treatment or 
after a change in dose. Approved only for adults 18 and over with 
depression. 
¢ Call your doctor if you develop very high fever, rigid muscles, shaking, 
confusion, sweating, or increased heart rate and blood pressure, as 
these may be signs of a rare but potentially fatal condition called 
neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS) 
¢ lf you develop uncontrollable facial or body movements, call your 
doctor, as these may be signs of tardive dyskinesia (TD). TD 
may become permanent and the risk of TD may increase with the 
length of treatment and the overall dose. While TD can develop 
after taking the medicine at low doses for short periods, this is 
much less common. There is no known treatment for TD, but it 
may go away partially or completely if the medicine is stopped 


_ FREE trialoffer 


MW you or someone you know needs help paying for medicine, call 
1-888-4PPA-NOW (1-883-477-2669). Or go to wwweppancorg 


*Based on 6-week clinical studies comparing 
ABILIFY + antidepressant versus antidepressant alone. 


Restrictions apply. 


e If you have diabetes or have risk factors or symptoms of diabetes, 
your blood sugar should be monitored. High blood sugar has been 
reported with ABILIFY and medicines like it. In some cases, extreme 
high blood sugar can lead to coma or death 

® Other risks may include lightheadedness upon standing, 
decreases in white blood cells (which can be serious), seizures, 
trouble swallowing, or impairment in judgment or motor skills. Until 
you know how ABILIFY affects you, you should not drive or operate 
machinery 

The common side effects in adults in clinical trials (210%) include 

nausea, vomiting, constipation, headache, dizziness, an inner sense 

of restlessness or need to move (akathisia), anxiety, and insomnia. 

Tell your doctor about all the medicines you’re taking, since there are 

some risks for drug interactions. You should avoid alcohol while taking 

ABILIFY. 


You are encouraged to report negative side effects of 
prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 


Please read the additional 
Important Information about 
ABILIFY on the adjacent page. - . 
(aripiprazole) 


2mg,5 mg Tablet 


Ask your doctor about 
the option of adding ABILIFY. 


FreetrialABILIFY.com 
1-877-920-1679 


& Bristol-Myers Squibb @Poisuka Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc. 
©2011 Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc. 


570US11AB17603 03114-0559 


July 2011 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ABILIFY (aripiprazole) 


ABILIFY® (a BIL i fi) 
(aripiprazole) 


This summary of the Medication Guide contains risk and 
safety information for patients about ABILIFY. This summary 
does not include all information about ABILIFY and is not 
meant to take the place of discussions with your healthcare 
professional about your treatment. Please read this important 
information carefully before you start taking ABILIFY and 
discuss any questions about ABILIFY with your healthcare 
professional. 


What is the most important information | should know 
about ABILIFY? 
Serious side effects may happen when you take ABILIFY, 
including: 
* Increased risk of death in elderly patients with 
dementia-related psychosis: 
Medicines like ABILIFY can raise the risk of death in elderly 
people who have lost touch with reality (psychosis) due to 
confusion and memory loss (dementia). ABILIFY is not 
approved for the treatment of patients with 
dementia-related psychosis. 
¢ Risk of suicidal thoughts or actions: Antidepressant 
medicines, depression and other serious mental 
illnesses, and suicidal thoughts or actions: 
Antidepressant medicines may increase suicidal thoughts 
or actions in some children, teenagers, and young adults 
within the first few months of treatment. Depression and 
other serious mental illnesses are the most important 
causes of suicidal thoughts and actions. Some people may 
have a particularly high risk of having suicidal thoughts or 
actions including people who have (or have a family history 
of) bipolar illness (also called manic-depressive illness) or 
suicidal thoughts or actions. 
How can | watch for and try to prevent suicidal 
thoughts and actions in myself or a family member? 
© Pay close attention to any changes, especially sudden 
changes, in mood, behaviors, thoughts, or feelings. This is 
very important when an antidepressant medicine is 
started or when the dose is changed. 
© Call the healthcare provider right away to report new or 
sudden changes in mood, behavior, thoughts, or feelings. 
° Keep all follow-up visits with the healthcare provider as 
scheduled. Call the healthcare provider between visits as 
needed, especially if you have concerns about symptoms. 
Call a healthcare provider right away if you or your family 
member has any of the following symptoms, especially if 
they are new, worse, or worry you: 
thoughts about suicide or dying, attempts to commit 
suicide, new or worse depression, new or worse anxiety, 
feeling very agitated or restless, panic attacks, trouble 
sleeping (insomnia), new or worse irritability, acting 
aggressive, being angry, or violent, acting on dangerous 
impulses, an extreme increase in activity and talking 
(mania), other unusual changes in behavior or mood. 


What else do | need to know about antidepressant 

medicines? 

© Never stop an antidepressant medicine without first 
talking to a healthcare provider. Stopping an antidepressant 
medicine suddenly can cause other symptoms. 

¢ Antidepressants are medicines used to treat 
depression and other illnesses. It is important to discuss 
all the risks of treating depression and also the risks of not 
treating it. Patients and their families or other caregivers 
should discuss all treatment choices with the healthcare 
provider, not just the use of antidepressants. 

« Antidepressant medicines have other side effects. Talk 
to the healthcare provider about the side effects of the 
medicine prescribed for you or your family member. 

¢ Antidepressant medicines can interact with other 
medicines. Know all of the medicines that you or your 
family member takes. Keep a list of all medicines to show 
the healthcare provider. Do not start new medicines without 
first checking with your healthcare provider. 


R.ONLY 


* Not all antidepressant medicines prescribed for 
children are FDA approved for use in children. Talk to 
your child's healthcare provider for more information. 


What is ABILIFY (aripiprazole)? 

ABILIFY is a prescription medicine used to treat: 

© major depressive disorder in adults, as an add-on 
treatment to an antidepressant medicine when you do not 
get better with an antidepressant alone. 

The symptoms of major depressive disorder (MDD) 

include feeling of sadness and emptiness, loss of interest in 

activities that you once enjoyed and loss of energy, problems 

focusing and making decisions, feeling of worthlessness or 

guilt, changes in sleep or eating patterns, and thoughts of 

death or suicide. 


What should | tell my healthcare provider before taking 

ABILIFY? 

Before taking ABILIFY, tell your healthcare provider if you have 

or had: 

* diabetes or high blood sugar in you or your family; your 
healthcare provider should check your blood sugar before 
you start ABILIFY and also during therapy. 

¢ seizures (convulsions). 

* low or high blood pressure. 

© heart problems or stroke. 

* pregnancy or plans to become pregnant. It is not known if 
ABILIFY will harm your unborn baby. 

* breast-feeding or plans to breast-feed. It is not known if 
ABILIFY will pass into your breast milk. You and your 
healthcare provider should decide if you will take ABILIFY or 
breast-feed. You should not do both. 

© low white blood cell count. 

¢ phenylketonuria. ABILIFY DISCMELT Orally Disintegrating 
Tablets contain phenylalanine. 

® any other medical conditions. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines that 

you take or recently have taken, including prescription 

medicines, non-prescription medicines, herbal supplements, 
and vitamins. 

ABILIFY and other medicines may affect each other causing 

possible serious side effects. ABILIFY may affect the way 

other medicines work, and other medicines may affect how 

ABILIFY works. 

Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe to take 

ABILIFY with your other medicines. Do not start or stop any 

medicines while taking ABILIFY without talking to your 

healthcare provider first. Know the medicines you take, Keep 

a list of your medicines to show your healthcare provider and 

pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 


How should | take ABILIFY? 

© Take ABILIFY exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to 
take it. Do not change the dose or stop taking ABILIFY 
yourself. 

° ABILIFY can be taken with or without food. 

© ABILIFY tablets should be swallowed whole. 

¢ If you miss a dose of ABILIFY, take the missed dose as 
soon as you remember. If it is almost time for the next 
dose, just skip the missed dose and take your next dose 
at the regular time, Do not take two doses of ABILIFY at the 
same time. 

* If you take too much ABILIFY, call your healthcare provider 
or poison control center at 1-800-222-1222 right away, or 
go to the nearest hospital emergency room. 


What should | avoid while taking ABILIFY? 

¢ Do not drive, operate heavy machinery, or do other 
dangerous activities until you know how ABILIFY affects 
you, ABILIFY may make you drowsy. 

© Do not drink alcohol while taking ABILIFY. 

¢ Avoid getting over-heated or dehydrated. 
© Do not over-exercise. 
© In hot weather, stay inside in a cool place if possible. 
© Stay out of the sun. Do not wear too much or heavy 

clothing. 

* Drink plenty of water. 


What are the possible side effects of ABILIFY 

(aripiprazole)? 

Serious side effects have been reported with ABILIFY 

including: 

* Neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS): Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you have some or all of the 
following symptoms: high fever, stiff muscles, confusion, 
sweating, changes in pulse, heart rate, and blood pressure. 
These may be symptoms of a rare and serious condition 
that can lead to death. Call your healthcare provider right 
away if you have any of these symptoms. 

* High blood sugar (hyperglycemia): Increases in blood 
sugar can happen in some people who take ABILIFY. 
Extremely high blood sugar can lead to coma or death. If 
you have diabetes or risk factors for diabetes (such as 
being overweight or a family history of diabetes), your 
healthcare provider should check your blood sugar before 
you start ABILIFY and during therapy. 

Call your healthcare provider if you have any of these 

symptoms of high blood sugar while taking ABILIFY: 

¢ feel very thirsty, need to urinate more than usual, feel very 
hungry, feel weak or tired, feel sick to your stomach, feel 
confused, or your breath smells fruity. 

¢ Difficulty swallowing: may lead to aspiration and choking. 

¢ Tardive dyskinesia: Call your healthcare provider about 
any movements you cannot control in your face, tongue, or 
other body parts. These may be signs of a serious condition. 
Tardive dyskinesia may not go away, even if you stop taking 
ABILIFY. Tardive dyskinesia may also start after you stop 
taking ABILIFY. 

* Orthostatic hypotension (decreased blood pressure): 
lightheadedness or fainting when rising too quickly from a 
sitting or lying position. 

¢ Low white blood cell count 

* Seizures (convulsions) 

Common side effects with ABILIFY in adults include 

nausea, inner sense of restlessness/need to move (akathisia), 

vomiting, anxiety, constipation, insomnia, headache, 
restlessness, dizziness. 

These are not all the possible side effects of ABILIFY. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist. 

Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You 

may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 


General information about ABILIFY 

© Store ABILIFY at room temperature, between 59°F to 86°F. 
Opened bottles of ABILIFY Oral Solution can be used for up 
to 6 months after opening, but not beyond the expiration 
date on the bottle. Keep ABILIFY and all medicines out of 
the reach of children. 

¢ Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other 
than those listed in a Medication Guide. Do not use ABILIFY 
for a condition for which it was not prescribed. Do not give 
ABILIFY to other people, even if they have the same 
condition. It may harm them. 

This summary contains the most important information 
about ABILIFY. If you would like more information, talk with 
your healthcare provider. For more information about 
ABILIFY visit www.abilify,com. 
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Thor Kicks Off 
a Marvel-ous 


Summer 

The heroic $65.7 million debut of 
Thor on May 6 started a super- 
powered summer for the 
comics-based Marvel Studios, 
which would also score with 
Captain America: The First 
Avenger ($176.7 million total) 
and Fox's X-Men: First Class 
($146.4 million). If you think 
those numbers are big, wait for 
the studio's star-packed 
Avengers, slated for 2012. 


True Lies: Part 2 


One week after announcing his 
separation from wife Maria 
Shriver, Arnold Schwarzenegger 
admitted to fathering a son with 
his housekeeper 14 years ago—a 
secret he kept during his entire 


tenure as Governator of California. 


= 


MAY 25 


Oprah Abandons Us 
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Ina year of TV farewells, the Big O's goodbye left perhaps the biggest hole in our hearts 
(and DVRs, bookshelves, garages...). BY LYNETTE RICE 


IN FRONT OF an astonish- 
ing 16.4 million viewers, 
Oprah Winfrey said 
goodbye to her daytime 
audience—and her highly 
rated The Oprah Winfrey 
Show—on May 25, mark- 
ing the end of a 25-year 
dynasty that TV will 
never see again. Unlike 
the Anderson Coopers 
and Rachael Rays of 
today, Winfrey launched 
at a time when there was 
little competition from 
cable or other outlets. 
More important, no 
daytime host has ever, 

or probably ever will, 
come close to matching 


Winfrey’s cultlike influ- 
ence; she changed the 
way we read books, how 
we perceived celebrities, 
and even how we elected 
our president. She was, 
quite simply, the most 
influential woman (and 
one of the richest) in the 
country—a feat all the 
more breathtaking given 
her roots in rural poverty. 
Winfrey wasn’t the 
only talking head to stage 
a high-profile exit this 
year. Katie Couric left 
CBS Evening News and 
Regis Philbin signed off 
from Live! With Regis 
and Kelly, but their 


departures didn’t strike 
the same chord as 
Winfrey’s. She marked 
her final broadcast not by 
hosting a famous guest 
but by simply addressing 
her fans. Her larger-than- 
life persona is hardly out 
of commission: The 
57-year-old mogul serves 
as CEO of her eponymous 
cable network, OWN, and 
will use it to host a new 
prime-time show called 
Oprah’s Next Chapter in 
January 2012—but her 
days of handing out cars 
or admonishing deceitful 
authors in daytime are 
definitely over. 


ILLUSTRATION BY JOHN UELAND 
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The Book of Mormon Converts America 


Broadway musicals aren't typically known for envelope-pushing, and 
taboos—unlike the various bones of Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark 
performers—are rarely broken. That is what made the critical success 
and nine Tony awards won (on June 12) by South Park creators Matt 
Stone and Trey Parker’s raunchy-on-the-outside, sweet-on-the-inside 
contribution to the genre all the more impressive. 
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Webslinger? Cool. 
Web Singer? 
Not So Much. 


After serious injuries, numerous delays, and a record 183 
preview performances, the musical Spider-Man: Turn Off 
the Dark finally opened on Broadway. Here are five 
lessons learned from Spidey’s saga. BY ADAM MARKOVITZ 


1. Great musicians 

don’t always write great 
musicals. 

Long before Spider-Men 
started dropping like 
flies, the show was 
already heading down a 
precarious path. In 2009, 
U2’s Bono and the Edge 
signed on to write a 
Spider-Man musical, 


confident that their gift 
for arena-ready anthems 
could just as easily fill a 
Broadway theater. (And 
hey, if Elton “Billy Elliot” 
John can do it...) But 
when the show began pre- 
views in 2010, its moody, 
hook-starved score was 
the first target for savage 
critics. It turns out that 
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great show tunes don’t 
just grow on (Joshua) 
trees. 


2. Do hire a visionary 
director—but don’t write 

a blank check. 

Julie Taymor (inset) had 
already transformed 

one beloved pop culture 
property—Disney’s The 
Lion King—into a Broad- 
way smash, and she 
brought that same 
outside-the-box energy to 
Spider-Man, filling it with 
eye-popping costumes and 
crowd-wowing aerial wire- 
work. But as the budget 
swung up to a record- 
busting $75 million, the 
producers failed to set 
reasonable limits. Though 


Taymor was fired in 
March 2011, the damage 

was done: What seemed 

like a safe bet (Spidey! U2! 
Taymor!) is now the riski- 
est investment in 
Broadway history. 


3. Brand names 
sell. So don’t 
fool around 
with them. 
When the show 
officially opened 
on June 14, professional 
reviewers and laptop 
critics alike panned its 
convoluted meta-narrative 
and heavy symbolism, and 
Taymor’s more out-there 
additions (a “Geek Cho- 
rus,” the myth-weaving 
supervillain Arachne) 


didn’t help. The message 
from many tradition- 
steeped fanboys was clear: 
Don’t mess with our Man. 


4. Bad press is still better 
than no press. 

The SNL parodies. The 
endless scathing news 
items. The New Yorker 
cover cartoon of a hospital 
packed with fallen Spider- 
Men. It was to be expected 
after the opening kept 
being delayed and several 
cast members were side- 
lined as a result of acci- 
dents (including stuntman 
Christopher Tierney, 
whose fall became a 
YouTube click magnet). 
And yet, Spidey now packs 
houses every night—even 
if some of the audience is 
just there to see America’s 
most talked-about theatri- 
cal train wreck. 


5. The show must go on... 
and on...and on... 
Unlike movies, Broadway 
shows can’t just open big 
and bank on DVD sales. 
Even with its current 
superhero-size grosses of 
$1.2 to $2 million a week, 
Spider-Man: Turn Off the 
Dark will likely need 
to run for years 
to get out of the 
red. (Weekly 
operating 
costs of 
% $1 million don’t 
\ i help.) Compare 
x that with The 
Book of Mormon, the 
$11.4 million hit that made 
back its budget after just 
nine months, and it’s clear 
that Spidey is going to 
need every ounce of his 
superstrength to fight off 
what may be his worst 
enemy—angry investors. 


News of the World 
Closes. World 
Starts Using Cell 
Phones Again. 


The once venerable, and subse- 
quently venereal, British newspaper 
shuttered its doors following a 
massive scandal in which it was 
revealed that the Rupert Murdoch- 
owned tabloid had hacked the 
phones of hundreds of people— 
including actor Hugh Grant. 


JULY 9 


Mila Kunis and 
Justin Timberlake 
Begin Dating the 
Military 


Awwww.. When Justin 
Timberlake persuaded his Friends 
With Benefits costar Mila Kunis 
to accept a YouTube video invita- 
tion from Sgt. Scott Moore to a 
Marine Corps Ball, little did JT 
know he’ get an invite as well 
(from Cpl. Kelsey De Santis). The 
two stars attended their respec- 
tive events in November. 
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Netflix Customers 
Start Seeing Red 


Taking a leaf out of the public 
relations handbook titled 

How Exactly Not to Do Things, 
the movies-by-mail company 
confidently sashayed into a 
minefield when it suddenly 
and dramatically raised its 


i JULY 20 
prices. Customers’ rage was 
matched only by their confusion Harry Potter Casts 


months later when the company 


announced it would be splitting the Super owerful 
the direct mail and streaming Moneyma ing Spell 


services into two different , : : 
companies, before abandoning Just six days into the theatrical run of 
that plan altogether. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows— 

Part 2, the wizarding series became the 
highest-grossing franchise in domestic 
box office history. The finale conjured a 
record-breaking $169.2 million its open- 
ing weekend and earned $381 million 
total—the highest gross of the year. All 
told, the eight Harry Potter films earned 
a cumulative $2.4 billion in America and 
a truly remarkable $7.7 billion worldwide. 
We'll miss you, Harry! 


The Walking Dead Kills 
Off Frank Darabont 


AMC's The Walking Dead can be a gruesome 
viewing experience. After all, this is a show 
that once had its characters wrap intestines 
around their necks to avoid detection. 
(Smart!) But the show's biggest shocker— 
even bigger than poor zombie Sophia 
stumbling out of Hershel’s barn—occurred 
when the network parted ways with 


Katy Perry Has 
Really Big...Hit 
Records 


When Perry's “Last Friday acclaimed showrunner Frank Darabont, 
Night CT.G.LF)” hit No. 1 it and this after he had led the drama to record 
became the fifth track from ratings. Darabont (who just days earlier 


her album Teenage Dream 
to do so, matching Michael 
Jackson's record for Bad. 


had appeared alongside the cast at 
Comic-Con) was replaced by his No. 2, 
Glen Mazzara, who became the new 
braaaaaaaains of the operation. 
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FB own it on DVD [4 44) 
december 13 joisv 


® THE HIT ABC FAMILY ORIGINAL SERIES RETURNS 


Switched 


winter premiere january 3 és 
tuesdays at 8/7c family 


_ anew kind of family 


ae 


Dear Kim... 


It’s been a really difficult 
year. You got your butt 
X-rayed, got kicked off the 
stage at a Prince concert, 
and...what was that other 
thing? Oh, yeah, a reported 
$10 million wedding on Aug. 
20 to basketball player Kris 
Humphries, and the 72-day 
marriage that followed. 
Don’t worry. You won’t have 
to traipse around Los Ange- 
les in sad white hoodies 
forever. Just follow my three 
steps to a happier 2012. 


1. Divert all negative 
attention to one of your 
14,873 siblings. 

People kind of like your 
boogying brother, so he’s 
off-limits. The little one is 
pregnant and the big one 
is too sane. Then there’s 
the model and the kid who 
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dates Avril Lavigne. 
Where does that leave us? 
Half sister Kylie. Expose 
her Kraziness Kwotient 
by encouraging her to 
throw a $11 million birth- 
day blowout. Just get the 
spotlight off you. 


2. Invest in another letter 
of the alphabet. 

We get it. Your first and 
last names start with K. 
But does every word asso- 
ciated with you need to be 
misspelled? Frankly, you 
can’t afford to lose more 


fans these days, and rumor 


has it that AutoSpell is 
about to boycott your fam- 
ily. Can’t decide on a new 
letter to violate? How 
about H? Granted, it’s not 
the sexiest of letters, but 
before you came along, the 


letter K was really just 
a calling card for racist 
jerks walking around in 
bedsheets. 


3. Find a more 
marketable man. 

Hey, the economy isn’t get- 
ting much better, so you 
need to get a bigger return 
on your investments next 
year. You are the heart, 
soul, and butt of the Kar- 
dashian enterprise. You 
need someone who loves 
the camera, understands 
the merits of a spray tan, 
and can provide you with a 
platform to be seen multi- 
ple times a week: Ryan 
Seacrest. What’s that? 
He's taken? Embrace your 
new letter. His for home 
wrecker! We'll fix that 
image problem in 2013. 


Love, 
Jessica Shaw 
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Jim Carrey Gets 
Stoned 


Carrey tapped into his inner Andy 
Kaufman to deliver an earnest/ 
prankish and creepy/adorable 
romantic encomium to Crazy, 
Stupid, Love actress Emma Stone, 


which he posted to his website. It was 
a bit like watching your wacky uncle 
hit on your much-younger cousin at 
the family reunion. Exactly like that. 


Beyoncé Does the 
Bump (Baby, That Is) 


Power couple Beyoncé and 

Jay-Z have been notoriously 
tight-lipped about their personal 
lives ever since he put a ring on 

it in 2008. However, at the lavish, 
slightly epilepsy-inducing MTV 
Video Music Awards, the singer 
revealed her pregnancy to 

the whole world during her 
performance. 
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ANEW ABC FAMILY ORIGINAL SERIES 


ERICA DASHER 
ANDIE MACDOWELL 


From high school 
to high fashion 


(From left) Tina Fey, 
Martha Plimpton, 
Melissa McCarthy, 

Amy Poehler, Edie Falco, 
and Laura Linney 


Broad Humor Steals the Show 


The storming of the Emmy stage by the best actress in a comedy nominees added an 
exclamation point to a banner year for female comedians. BY KAREN VALBY 


One hesitates to declare 2011 
the year of the funny woman. 
That suggests some fleeting 
trend in which the fairer sex 
suddenly revealed a hidden 
talent. And yet you have to 
high-five a year that intro- 
duced us to the high-voltage 
ensemble of Bridesmaids. 
That brought uproarious 
best-sellers from both Tina 
Fey and Mindy Kaling. A 
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year in which Melissa 
McCarthy Frenched a Mylar 
horse balloon on SNL, Jen- 
nifer Aniston got terrifically 
predatory in Horrible Bosses, 
and Zooey Deschanel rein- 
vented the chicken dance 
on New Girl. But no moment 
was as rousing and trium- 
phant as the hilarious bit 
the six nominees for best 
actress in a comedy graced 


us all with on Emmy night. 
When presenter Sofia 
Vergara first announced 
Amy Poehler’s name and 
she gave that cocky smirk 
into the camera before offi- 
ciously marching up the 
steps to the stage, it was 
deliciously unsettling. What 
was happening? Should we be 
uncomfortable? Next came 
McCarthy, then Martha 


Plimpton, Edie Falco, Fey 
(who tried to suck face 
with 30 Rock costar Jack 
McBrayer before leaving 
her seat), and finally Laura 
Linney. The women held 
hands, feigning the giddy 
breathlessness of beauty- 
pageant contestants. 

It was all so delightful, 
until viewers really got a 
look at these six extraordi- 
nary women standing 
together in such a winning, 
righteous display of wit and 
camaraderie. The range of 
their talent was formidable, 
their combined achievements 
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staggering. When the 
dazzled audience rose to 

a standing ovation, they 
weren’t applauding the 
funniest women of the 
night, they were honoring 
the funniest people, period. 
One got the honest sense 
looking at those beaming 
faces on stage that it really 
didn’t matter at that point 
whose name was called out 
as the winner (McCarthy 
ultimately wore the crown). 
Their reward was simply 
being in one another’s 
company and making us 
all laugh. 


‘ILLUSTRATION BY JOHN UELAND 


SEPT. 7 


Ben & Jerry’s Encourages 
Customers to Eat Frozen 
Schweddy Balls 


What's not to love about Schweddy Balls? 
We imagine that’s what the pintsters at Ben 
& Jerry's were thinking when they announced 
the arrival of their latest flavor, inspired by 

a double-entendre-laden Saturday Night 

Live sketch featuring Alec Baldwin. Its 
unappetizing name led some groups to 
protest its presence in grocery freezers— 
where young children might see it and have 
their minds corrupted by puns and frozen 
treats—convincing some stores not to carry 
the flavor. Things don’t look good for the com- 
pany’s next product, Sexual Mintercourse. 


he 4 
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SEPT. 26 


The Charlie Sheen 
Board Game! 


On Sept. 26, Charlie Sheen finally settled his lawsuit over being fired from 
Two and a Half Men. It was but one big moment in an eventful year for 
the actor. To experience it for yourself play our warlock-approved Charlie 
Sheen board game. BY DAN SNIERSON 


Get booed on open- 
ing night of tour in 
Detroit and at Radio 
City Music Hall. 


Overhaul stage 


show; audience re- 
ception improves. 
GAIN1 

GODDESS 


Paparazzi docu- 


ment you waving 

a machete froma on 
Reach rooftop—but hey, 
custody it’s just a joke! 
Free ono a 
exes! GAIN 3 Ss 
GODDESSES 


~—= 
Host the main stage of 
the 12th Annual Gather- ase - 
ing of the Juggalos; Se 
crowd reaction is mixed. 


ROLL AGAIN 


It is later revealed that not only are eae 
tickets for the tour still available, 
they’re being sold at less than face 
value, Sell out venues for 
ee! your nationwide stage 
tour in mere minutes! 


Ashton Kutcher replaces you on 
your sitcom. 


Avoid being shipped off to 

rehab by making the addiction 
counselors come to your 
place! GAIN 1 GODDESS 


Get slammed by the 
creator of your hit Goodbye, paycheck: 
sitcom during the The studio shuts 

credits of one of his down production of 
other shows. Two and a Half Men. 
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The Internet says you 
died in a snowboarding 
accident. Not so fast, 

Internet: You are totally 
alive! GAIN L GODDESS 


i, Begin your TV 
RESo Sev ieo pam comeback: Sign deal 


lion by settling lawsuit 4 . 
with studio that fired you. with FX to star in 
GAIN 2 GODDESSES adaptation of Anger 


Management. 


GAIN 4 GODDESSES a 


= The last of the 


goddesses moves ; 
= ~ out of your house. Take time out for 
LOSE 2 PINTS family meal photo 


op with kids and 
ex-wife at Italian 
restaurant. “ Z 
ROLL AGAIN - - 


* bars - 


Smile as you are bru- 
tally skewered ona 


Comedy Central 

Roast—one of the net- 

work's highest-rated 
Extend olive branch at Emmys, telecasts in history. 
wishing the folks at your former GAIN 1 GODDESS AND 
show “nothing but the best” LOSE 1 PINT 


as you present an award. 
GAIN 1 GODDESS 


Stage creepy low-budget 
broadcasts on Ustream. 
LOSE 2 PINTS 


Head to the 
unemployment 
LA line: The studio 
Officially fires you. 
LOSE 5 PINTS 


Police remove 
your kids from 
the house after 
your ex gets re- 
straining order, 
against you. 
LOSE 3 PINTS 


x INSTRUCTIONS * 


The average man has 10 pints of blood in his body. Charlie Sheen has 20 
Become fastest person in pints of tiger blood in his. And while most men commit themselves to 
history to reach one mil- one woman at a time, Sheen has the power to rock an unlimited number 
lion Twitter followers! of women at once. Spin the wheel to begin, and see how many 
GAIN 2 GODDESSES goddesses you can accumulate before losing all of your tiger blood! 
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Get Your Bluth On! 


Fans of the canceled-too-soon 
sitcom Arrested Development 
finally got some good news 
when creator Mitchell Hurwitz 
revealed at a New Yorker- 
sponsored festival intentions to 
make a movie and new episodes 
to lead up to it. A few weeks later, 
Netflix announced that it would 
be distributing the revived show 
in early 2013. In other words, 
frozen bananas for all! 


Hilary Swank 
Attends the 
Absolute 
Worst Birthday 
Party Ever 


Whoops! Swank attracted 
controversy when she joined 
lesser celebrities Jean- 
Claude Van Damme and 
Seal at a gala celebrating the 
35th birthday of Chechen 
president, and alleged human 
rights abuser, Ramzan 
Kadyrov. She has since 
apologized and promised 

to donate her paycheck to 
charity, which is more than 
what she did for The Core. 


* 
Ince Upon a Time’s 
pa > 


Ginnifer’ i 
andglosh Dallas — 


Once Upon an Awesome 
Fall TV Season 


Once Upon a Time's Oct. 23 premiere was just one stellar debut among an eclectic crop of 
new shows that truly offered something for everyone. BY JAMES HIBBERD 


What new TV shows were 
you excited about this 
time last year? There was 
AMC’s The Walking Dead 
(all six episodes of it), 
HBO’s Boardwalk Empire, 
and, uh...yeah. That’s 
about it. This fall, the 
question “What’s your 
favorite new show?” 
actually sparked debate. 
Many were enchanted by 
ABC’s fairy-tale epic Once 
Upon a Time. A comedy 
fan might push for CBS’ 

2 Broke Girls, and another 
could fight for the branded 
quirkiness of Zooey 
Deschanel on Fox’s New 
Girl or even ABC’s satiric 
Suburgatory. Soap addicts 


were hooked on the 
Hamptons backstabbing 
of ABC’s Revenge, while 
Ryan Murphy again 
proved he can make a hit 
in any genre with FX’s 
American Horror Story. 
And then there was 
Showtime’s gripping 
Homeland, with Claire 
Danes’ kinetic crazy-sexy 
performance as a CIA 
agent trying to stopa 
terrorist attack making 
Jack Bauer look positively 
narcoleptic. 

When was the last time 
so many shows made such 
a splash? You need to go 
back to the prime-time 
renaissance of post- 
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millennial TV seasons, 
2004-05, to find a more 
impressive surge of hit- 
making cross-genre 
creativity (Desperate 
Housewives, Boston Legal, 
Grey’s Anatomy, House, 
The Office, and, yes, Lost, 
all debuted within months 
of one another—did T’'V fans 
even go outside that sea- 
son?), It’s too early to say 
if the class of 2011 will have 
a similar lasting impact, 
and one genre—reality 
TV—remains overdue 

for an original idea, since 
most hits are at least four 
years old. Next thing you 
know, NBC will revive 
Fear Factor. Oh, wait... 
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Justin Bieber 
Plays aGame 

of Who’s Your 
Daddy? 

The prospect of Bieber 
being a father of an ac 
tual baby, baby, baby is 
a bit disconcerting con- 
sidering he still looks 
about 13, but the singer 
vehemently denied 
baby-daddy claims by 
Mariah Yeater and 
later consented to a 
paternity test. Whether 
the results will be an- 
nounced on Maury is 
yet to be determined. 


The Time Suck to End All Time Sucks 


The number of productive waking hours lost to the Call of 
Duty videogame franchise is mind-boggling. And the number 
of sleep hours lost is even greater. The latest addictive install- 
ment, Modern Warfare 3, dropped on Nov. 8, grossing over 
$775 million in five days while causing half of the male race to 
immediately sequester themselves in cocoons of nerddom. 


NOV.7 


Bad, Dangerous, 
and Guilty 


Two and a half years after the 
death of Michael Jackson, his 
physician, Conrad Murray, was 
found responsible for the overdose 
of propofol that killed him, Murray 
was convicted of involuntary 
manslaughter, and he would 
eventually be sentenced to four 

\ years in prison. (He plans to appeal.) 


Cartoon Metalheads Have All the Fun 
The MTV show that brilliantly satirized (and 
probably helped contribute to) the brain- 
deadening of America in the 1990s returned as 
Beavis and Butt-head came back for another 
round of hilariously crass innuendos and obnox- 
ious laughing. For fans of the Great Cornholio, 
it was hard not to be excited. Heh-heh, “hard.” 
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NOV. 10 


Billy y Crystal to the Rescue! 


The Academy broke out the Crystal after Oscar host Eddie Murphy and producer 
Brett Ratner stepped aside amid controversy. BY KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


When it was announced in 
September that Eddie 
Murphy would be hosting 
the 84th Academy 
Awards, many were 
excited to see if the man 
who once unleashed some 
of the best and most blis- 
tering stand-up comedy in 
history could still perform 
with a mic in hand. But 
sadly, like a sequel to The 
Adventures of Pluto Nash, 
it was not to be. While 
promoting his and 
Murphy’s action comedy 
Tower Heist, director Brett 
Ratner—who had been 
slated to produce the 
awards ceremony—made 
a series of ill-advised 
remarks, including one 


using an antigay slur dur- 
ing a Q&A, and explicitly 
discussed his sex life on 
Howard Stern’s radio 
show. Succumbing to 
public pressure, Ratner 
pulled out of his role as 
producer, and Murphy 
quickly followed suit, 
announcing that he was 
relinquishing his hosting 
duties. So with the Oscars 
less than four months 
away—and with the dull 
thud of last year’s attempt 
to attract younger 
viewers with cohosts 
James Franco and Anne 
Hathaway still reverberat- 
ing (see page 20)—the 
Academy decided to throw 
in their chips with a 


known (and proven) 
quantity. Perennial favor- 
ite Billy Crystal swooped 
in on Nov. 10 after Mur- 
phy’s departure, agreeing 
to host his ninth Academy 
Awards ceremony, with 
megaproducer Brian 
Grazer filling Ratner’s 
shoes. A safe choice? 
Maybe. A good choice? 
Quite possibly. We'll all 
see come Feb. 26 when 
Crystal takes the stage 

to do his (now pretty much 
expected) song-and-dance 
opener. Until then, he’s 
probably locked in 

a room somewhere 

trying to come up with 
words that rhyme 

with “dragon tattoo.” 


May and 
December 
Finally Split Up 
The little couple that 
could, Demi Moore 
and Ashton Kutcher, 
called it quits after 
being married for six 
years. That means no 
more eyebrow raising 
over their 16-year age 


difference or vacations 


with Bruce Willis. But 
we'll always have the 
memories. And the 


tweets. 
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Pop stars. Movie stars. Olympic stars. Culinary stars? 


ia) bios 


network 


SUNDAYS 9|8c | 


Visit FoodNetwork.com/RvG #RvG 


PREMIERES JANUARY 1 a 
food 


Breaking Dawn Opens With Plenty of Bite (and Leg) 
Like a sudsy, sparkly hydra, the Twilight series continues to be struck down by critics and 
detractors, only to rise again more powerful than ever, and this time with two films instead 
of one. Breaking Dawn—Part 1 saw a bank-busting opening-weekend pull of $138.1 million. 
That buys a lot of wedding cake. 


And Yet We Still Don’t 
Know What Kind 

of Animal Gonzo Is 
Supposed to Be 
Actor-writer Jason Segel 
revived Jim Henson’s beloved 
creations in The Muppets, 
bringing the joys of karate- 
chopping pigs and joke-telling 
bears to a whole new audience. 


Alec Baldwin Gets 
Grounded 

The 30 Rock star really 
loves his mobile games. 
Baldwin was kicked off 
an American Airlines 
flight after he refused to 
shut off his electronic 
device while playing what 
one can only imagine 
was a very engrossing 
session of Words With 
Friends. The actor later 
got a laugh mocking him- 
self on the Dec. 10 SNL. 
(‘Altercation’” is worth 16 
points, by the way.) 
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Best & Worst 


From Westminster Abbey to the halls of 
McKinley High, we pick the moments that 
defined the year in fashion. 


Mila Kunis 
Kicks Offa 
Perfect Season 


The Black Swan star 
blossomed into a red-carpet 
pro this year with a little 
help from designers like 
Vera Wang and Alexander 
McQueen. But it was this 
delicate Elie Saab gown 
with sheer lace detailing at 
the Oscars that first put her 
on our radar. “She really did 
present herself as a movie 
star,” says Flannery of the 
first-time attendee. “There 
was a real beauty to it.” 
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Kate Gets Married... 


Middleton became royalty (of the fashion 
kind) well before she said “I do” ina demure 
yet stunning wedding gown from the house 
of Alexander McQueen that left nearly 

23 million viewers in the U.S. speechless. 


Pk = 


..but Pippa Steals the Show 


Her sister may have gotten the prince, 
but Pippa grabbed the spotlight. On her 
way to the reception in this jewel-toned 
Temperley London gown, she showed off 
her elegant style and, um, shapely assets. 


Revenge Consumes Us 

The only way that lying, backstabbing, 

and manipulation can be made more 
delicious is when said lying, backstabbing, 
and manipulation are performed in the 
Hamptons and in irresistible couture, as on 
this ABC hit drama. For the ultraglam ward- 
robe, you can thank costume designer Jill 
Ohanneson, who explains, “We were trying 
to create a beautiful world in the Hamptons 
that is the kind of fantasy we all wish 

we could be a part of.” Consider us there. 


Michelle Williams Shines 
On Screen and Off 


From her starring role as Marilyn Monroe 
on the big screen to her timeless Chanel 
gown for the Oscars, Williams was the 
epitome of Old Hollywood glamour this 
year. “We loved the simplicity and ease 
of Michelle’s Oscar dress,” says Elizabeth 
Stewart, her stylist for the event. “I loved 
how that vibe worked perfectly with her 
hair and the natural beauty of her face.” 


7 BEST AND WORST STYLE A— 


Somewhere in between stopping street fights and 
inspiring TumbIrs (not to mention countless daydreams), 
Gosling managed to make a mark on menswear with an 
array of dapper suits both in movies and on red carpets— 
like this checked ensemble from a movie premiere. No 
wonder we're crazy, stupid in love with him. 
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Blaine From 
Glee Loses His 
Warblers Jacket 


While we were thrilled to 

see Blaine (Darren Criss) 
transfer to McKinley High for 
the Fox series’ third season, 
we mourned the loss of that 
dashing prep-school uniform... 
until we saw the charming 
ensembles (love the bow ties!) 
that he wore instead. Slushie- 
throwing bullies, take note: 
These clothes aren't to be 
messed with. 


New Girl Wins Us Over 


The new American Idol judge proved she hasn't With her signature mix of playful 
lost her appeal—or her abs—after returning to dresses and vintage pieces, Zooey 
the spotlight this year. She rehabbed her image Deschanel's Jess quickly became a 
both at the judges’ table and on the red carpet with fashion favorite. “Her clothes are 

a series of alluring looks. Our favorite was this fun and a bit quirky,” says New Girl 
figure-flaunting Emilio Pucci gown from a BAFTA costume designer Debra McGuire. 
gala, which called to mind the plunging green number “She's extremely sexy in her non- 
that put her on the map all those years ago. attention to trying to be sexy.” 
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Lady GagaLaysan 
Egg of anEnsemble 


It's not easy to top a meat dress, but Lady 
Gaga certainly tried at the Grammys when she 
made her arrival encased in an egg to promote 
her performance of “Born This Way.” She 
ended up shedding the shell later on, revealing 
an outfit as distasteful as a rotten yolk. 
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Eek, Something's Growing on Their Heads! 

2 Horrible headpieces brought down an heir to the royal throne 
(Beatrice), a much-anticipated TV show (NBC's Prime Suspect), 
and a fashion icon (Carrie Bradshaw would be ashamed!). 


While Christina Aguilera 

was judging the contestants, 

we couldn't stop judging her 
wardrobe. From too-short shorts 
to skintight everything, her 
weekly wear made for great TV... 
of the train-wreck variety. 


Heidi Klum Stars in Project Disaster 


You would think a woman who critiques clothes for a living would learn to take 
her own advice, but the Project Runway host displayed some seriously bad 
fashion sense this year in a range of looks—including a jumpsuit that should 
have stayed in the 1970s, a Halloween costume that was a little too Silence 

of the Lambs for our taste, and a dirty loofah of an Emmy dress—that were all 
more absurd than they were avant-garde. 
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Passion, commitment, and a little bit of impromptu artistic magic—that’s what it takes to 
make a performance rise above all others, as the following entertainers showed us this year 


PETER 
DINKLAGE 


GAME OF 
THRONES 


From the moment HBO announced that 
George RR. Martin’s fantasy novel 

A Game of Thrones was coming to TV, 
fans were adamant that only one actor 
could play Tyrion Lannister, a diminutive, 
carousing member of a powerful family 
who must use his wits to survive in 

a world ruled by brute strength: 

Peter Dinklage. “I was a bit nervous 
because everybody thought of me before 
| said one line,” says Dinklage, 42, who 
previously drew acclaim for 2003's 

The Station Agent. “| felt like | had to live 
up to some sort of expectation, and 
hopefully exceed it.” A mix of swaggering 
sarcasm and desperate vulnerability, his 
performance captivated viewers and 
Emmy voters, landing Dinklage the award 
for best supporting actor. Whether trying 
to filibuster his way out of an execution 
or navigate the icy politics of his 
scheming siblings, Dinklage did more 
than meet fan expectations. He turned 
the show's most colorful character into 
its most relatable. —James Hibberd 
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Giancarlo 
Esposito 


BREAKING BAD 


WHAT MADE drug kingpin Gus 
Fring so horrifying? It wasn’t that 
he kicked off this season of AMC’s 
thrilling meth drama by slicing his 
underling’s throat with a box 
cutter—though watching blood 
spray in great mechanical-sprinkler 
gusts was plenty upsetting. It’s that 
Giancarlo Esposito played this killer 
with so much restraint. Every crime 
was a Zen ritual, whether he was 
gracefully disrobing and folding his 
clothes so they wouldn’t get blood- 
stained, or laying down a clean 
white towel to kneel on while throw- 
ing up poison. “Actors love to act, 
but sometimes we overdo it,” admits 
Esposito, 53. “I do my yoga breath- 
ing while I’m playing Gus so that I 
don’t do anything that’s not totally 
necessary.” Indeed, he brings such 
calm to the role that his teenage 
daughter was able to watch him 
wield that box cutter. “She didn’t 
even flinch,” he says, laughing. “She 
just said, ‘Good work, Papa’ And I 
thought, Wow.” —Melissa Maerz > 


ALBERT NOBBS 
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Glenn Close, 64, 


into the title role of 
Albert Nobbs, a 
woman who lives as 
a male waiter in 


19th-century Ireland. 


“It's not about 
pretending to be a 
man, it’s just about 


disappearing,” says 


famous features, but 
it’s the actress’ 
attention to detail— 
Albert’s studied 
posture, husky voice, 
and nearly invisible 
smiles—that makes 
the performance 


indelible. And now 


knows her way Close of her she's on pundits’ 
around a flashy approach to Albert, short lists for a Best 
part—this is the whose cross- Actress nomination. 
actress who made dressing goes How does she feel 
rabbit soup in Fatal unnoticed thanks to about the Oscar 
Attraction, after all. a beguilingly blank buzz? “I love hearing 
G LE N N Yet she delivers one personality. it!” gushes the 
of the year’s stand- Prostheticearsanda __ five-time nominee, 
out performances fake nose tip helped who has, criminally, 
by quietly vanishing Close disguise her never won. “As far 


as pressure—my 
husband rolls his 
eyeballs when | say 
this—but honestly, 
it’s out of our hands. 
We made the movie 
that we're proud of.” 
—Adam Markovitz 
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JESSICA 
LANGE 


It’s difficult to take center 
» stage when your colorful 
costars include a man ina 
rubber sex suit and a 
dismembered toddler who's 
been sewn back together, 
Frankenstein-style. But on 
FX’s American Horror Story, 
Jessica Lange oozed an 
intoxicating mixture of 
Southern comfort and 
venom as the haunted 
Harmon family’s nosy next- 
door neighbor Constance, 
who's intent on pushing 
them out of their house. 
Like the daughter Blanche 
DuBois and Hannibal Lecter 
never had, Constance pours 
on the Virginia-belle charm— 
but it’s never clear whether 
she's serving sugar or poison. 
“There's a lot of sorrow and 
tragedy in her life,” says 
Lange, 62. “There's a lot of 
rage. She reminded me of 
Tennessee Williams’ women. 
As delicate and vulnerable 
as his women are, they all 
have a spine of steel.” 
Lange's grand perfor- 
mance and_delicious jabs (to 
id Moira: “Don't 
e kill you again”) 
ed moments of 
_ange, “There's 
he de sn 


eet 
det shh 
ae Sct ae 
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Liven 
CHRISTOPHER 16 a KA 


PLUMMER 


BEGINNERS 


There is no CGI wizardry involved in 
Christopher Plummer’s turn in 
Beginners. Using nothing more than 
his God-given talent, Plummer just 
completely inhabits Hal, a 75-year- 
old who comes out of the closet 
after his wife's death and embraces 
his true nature for the first time. It’s 
a dazzling performance—full of 
twinkling wit, depth, and pathos— 
and one that has insiders calling the 
82-year-old actor (who can also be 
seen in this month's The Girl With 
the Dragon Tattoo) a lock for a Best 
Supporting Actor Oscar nomination. 
“It was the easiest of films to make 
because no one was suffering for 
their art,” says Plummer, adding 
that filming with his onscreen son, 
Ewan McGregor, was “just two old 
hams getting together and having Christopher 
fun.” But trust us: There’s nothing Plummer and 
hammy when it comes to seeing a Ewgn McGregor 
master at work. —Sara Vilkomerson 


in Beginners 


Mumford & Sons 


LIVE AT THE GRAMMYS 


FEW INSIDERS could have guessed that a troupe of British folksters— 
banjo included—would become the breakout stars of the music 
industry’s biggest night. Though Mumford & Sons were not exactly 
unknowns when they took the stage at the 53rd Annual Grammy 
Awards, their propulsive performance of “The Cave” transformed 
the quartet from cult curios to mainstream darlings overnight. 
(Following the ceremony, Mumford’s debut disc, Sigh No More, shot 
to No. 2 on the Billboard 200.) The group was joined on stage by the 
Avett Brothers, and another folkie you may have heard of: Bob 
Dylan. They didn’t even know they’d be collaborating with the 


From left) M ‘ : 
Crone Per salt fe legend until a week before the show. Recalls Mumford keyboardist 


Winston Marshall, | Ben Lovett, 25, “[The producers] told us, ‘Trust us, you won't be 
disappointed, They were right.” —Grady Smith 
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16 HOURS 
OF PAIN RELIEF. 


CAN YOUR PATCH SAY THAT ? 


When you’ve got back pain, ThermaCare® provides up to 16 hours of uninterrupted 
relief. That’s because ThermaCare® works differently, It’s the only wrap with 
patented heat cells that penetrate deep to relax, soothe and unlock tight muscles 
for up to 16 hours of relief. That’s 8 hours while you wear it plus an additional 
8 hours of relief after you take it off. Can your patch, wrap, cream or rub say that? 


8 HOURS of HEAT 
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ROONEY 
MARA 


THE GIRL 
WITH 

THE DRAGON 
TATTOO 


Even if Rooney Mara 
never opened her 
mouth during David 
Fincher’s adaptation 
of Stieg Larsson’s 
The Girl With the 
Dragon Tattoo, she 


would still be riveting. 


As the barely com- 
municative cipher 
Lisbeth Salander, 
Mara had a tough 
task: to win us over 
while seeming to 
push us away. So 
Mara did a lot of act- 
ing with her face and 
eyes—a meaningful 
glance, a scary stare, 
a subtle look that 
expresses everything 


her closed-off person- 
ality cannot. “I love 
her face,” says Fincher. 
“She can look like a 
boy or like Audrey 
Hepburn. She’s just 
got these amazing 
bones.” And a lot of 
guts. To tackle the 
unusually challenging 
role, Mara drastically 
transformed her 
appearance. She took 
up smoking and 
learned how to wrap 
her small frame 
around a road-shaking 
motorcycle. She 
sought insight at a 
school for autistic 
kids and a rape-crisis 
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center (yes, the film’s 
two rape scenes 

are as cover-your- 
eyes shocking as 
promised). And she 
looked within herself 
for bits of Lisbeth to 
summon up and hold 
on to. “I think we 
have a lot of similari- 
ties,” says Mara, 26. 
“Obviously we're very 
different, but I'm also 
a loner and sort of 
slow to warm.” All 
that work was worth 
it: Mara is utterly con- 
vincing as Larsson’s 
improbable and 
enduring character. 
—Rob Brunner 


Claire Danes 
and Damian 
Lewis 


HOMELAND 


MOST CAT-AND-MOUSE games 
cease being interesting once the 
rodent is caught. But Homeland’s 
real fireworks began after Claire 
Danes’ and Damian Lewis’ 
characters—unstable CIA agent 
Carrie Mathison and suspected 
terrorist Sgt. Nicholas Brody— 
actually met. In an instant, they 
went from spy and target to 
friends, lovers, and competitors 
in a fascinating mind game. 
Danes, 32, adeptly balanced 
Carrie’s intuitive skills and 
shocking recklessness, while 
Lewis, 40, perfectly captured the 
swagger of an American war 
hero (even though the actor him- 
self is British). Thanks to their 
gripping performances, the first 
season of Homeland was some- 
times nail-biting, sometimes 
sexy, and always surprising. “It 
got pretty crazy,” Danes says of 
the show’s twists and turns. “It 
got so complex that there were 
times when I was like, ‘This. Is. 
Ridiculous. I don’t even know how 
to play this.’” But it was our plea- 
sure to watch it. —Dave Karger 


Damian Lewis 
and Claire 

Danes on, 
Homeland ~ 
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IF HE’S OUT THERE, THEY’LL GET HIM. 


“suNDaAys 10 PM: Albantt 


Surprisingly Human 


CLIFF RANAE BOBO MATT 


THE ANALYTICAL ONE THE SKEPTICALSCIENTIST THE LIFELONG BELIEVER THE EXPERT: 
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Rachel McAdams, 
Owen Wilson, 
and Woody Allen 
on the set of 
Midnight in Paris 


WOODY 
ALLEN 


MIDNIGHT 
IN PARIS 


: 
& 
; 


ed Ne op 


WOODY ALLEN is no stranger to the 
comeback narrative. Every few 
years or so, the tireless 76-year-old 
Upper East Side misanthrope 
delivers a movie that makes his fans 
forget about all of the Septembers, 
Deconstructing Harrys, and Curse of 
the Jade Scorpions and cheer his 
return to “earlier, funnier” form. 
This year, that comeback involved 

a frustrated novelist played by a 
winningly loosey-goosey Owen 
Wilson and a magical plot about 
zapping back in time to the Left 
Bank of the Roaring ’20s, when 

F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest 
Hemingway knocked back highballs 


a Ms 


and traded clever quips with the 
likes of Salvador Dali and Pablo 
Picasso. Not only was the nostalgic 
Midnight in Paris the writer-director’s 
most entertaining film since 2005’s 
Match Point, it also became a rare 
box office hit for Allen—his biggest 
since 1986’s Hannah and Her Sisters. 
But he never saw it coming. “T’ll 
finish a movie like Hollywood Ending 
and think, “This is the one!’ And 
then no one shows up,” he says. 

“T wouldn’t bet the farm on my 
instinct.” Maybe not. But we’ll wager 
that Allen’s got a few hits left in him. 
Until then, we’ll always have Paris. 
—Chris Nashawaty 


Norvdyy yz90N 
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MY WEEK WITH MARILYN: LAURENCE CENDROWICZ; ANYTHING GOES: JOAN MARCUS 


MICHELLE 
WILLIAMS 


MY WEEK 
WITH MARILYN 


ston Foster. 
(center) in © 


Anything Goes jf 


To successfully play 
any character is 
hard. To convincingly 
portray an icon as 
seared into the pop 
culture pantheon as 
Marilyn Monroe 
seems nearly 
impossible. Yet 
Michelle Williams 
makes it look easy 
in My Week With 
Marilyn. On screen, 
the 31-year-old 
actress fully 
transforms into a 
Marilyn who's 
familiar—there’s that 
recognizable pout, 
that wiggly walk, 
that breathy voice— 
while plumbing the 
depths of the 
troubled bombshell. 
She conveys the 
melancholy and 


fragility of the 
woman beneath the 
glamorous facade. 
Williams’ Marilyn is 
a complex creature: 
vulnerable, self- 
aware, deeply 
wounded, and 
irresistible. “| would 
lie awake at night 
and wonder if | was 
capturing it all,” 
says Williams. “It 
was painful trying 
to get this thing 
right—not just 
because it's another 
person’s soul, but 
because everyone 
has their own idea 
about her. | wanted 
to jump ship every 
other day.” Thank 
goodness for us 
she didn’t. —Sara 
Vilkomerson 


Sutton 
Foster 


ANYTHING GOES 


There are actors who sing, there are actors 
who dance, and then there is Anything Goes’ 
Tony-winning Sutton Foster, the only leading 
lady on Broadway who's flawlessly belting 
out uptempo Cole Porter just seconds after 
finishing eight minutes of arm-swaying, hip- 
shaking, head-dizzying tap. And that’s just 
the Act 1 closer. A scene later, Foster's 1930s 
nightclub chanteuse Reno Sweeney—who's 
caught on a cruise ship with a gangster, a 
gold digger, two star-crossed lovers, anda 
member of Britain’s landed gentry—is breezily 
cracking wise. “Reno is smart, sensual, sexual, 
feisty, and brassy,” says the 36-year-old 
Foster, who has Carole Lombard's rat-a-tat-tat 
delivery and gams that would turn Cyd 
Charisse chartreuse. “I had to learn how to 
walk into a room and own it. | had to pull my 
shoulders back. | had to thrust my hips out. | 
had to go, ‘I’m amazing’ I'm most proud when 
people say | make it look easy, because it’s 
not. It’s so hard.” —Aubry DArminio 
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“CALL YOUR 
GIRLFRIEND” VIDEO 


THE CONCEPT is deceptively 
simple: In one unbroken three- 
and-a-half-minute shot, Swedish 
songstress Robyn dances her 
heart out on an empty sound- 
stage while lip-synching to her 
bass-pulsing ballad about a new 
lover. The result is a mesmeriz- 
ing clip that crackles with 
emotion—even as it resists the 
trap of translating the song into 
an easy, MTV-ready message. “I 
wasn’t trying to make a point 
with the video. I was just trying 
to convey a sense of engagement, 
that it matters,” says the 32-year- 
old electro diva, who worked 
with a choreographer to mold 
her onstage moves—think Rosie 
Perez in Do the Right Thing 
meets Martha Graham—into a 
routine. “This is what I do on 
tour every night. It’s about 
putting myself almost in a trance. 
I definitely think about what I’m 
doing, but I don’t analyze it.” 
Leave that part to us, Robyn. 
Whatever you’re doing, it’s 
working. —Adam Markovitz 


When we first meet 
Viola Davis’ Aibileen, 
the Mississippi maid 
who is the grieving 
heart of The Help, 
she is awoman 
unmoored. She’s 
folded into herself, 
ruined by the death 
of her only child. 
Those still-stunned 
eyes have seen too 
much—too much 
loss, too much ugly: 
and Davis has the 
impossible task of 
playing a character 
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who has ceased 
being present in this 
world. But as Aibileen 
stumbles upon her 
voice, and clings to it 
as a tether back to 
the land of the living, 
the actress brings 
her character bravely, 
honestly alive. “This 
was the first time | 
fought for my artistic 
voice,” says Davis, 46, 
who praises the 
collaborative set that 
director Tate Taylor 
fostered. “| had to 


work carefully in 
constructing the 
depths of Aibileen’s 
pain without over- 
playing it.” Because 
she is so careful and 
so smart, because 
there is no such thing 
as a dishonest 
moment when Davis 
iS On Screen, We as 
an audience willingly 
give ourselves over 
to Aibileen’s aches of 
want and swells of 
courage and joy. 
—Karen Valby 
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Jimmy Fallon and 
Justin Timberlake 
on Late Night 


J immy Fallon & 
Justin Timberlake 


“HISTORY OF RAP” 


JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE 
hasn’t put out an album 
since 2006. These days, 
he’s focused on acting. 
But blessedly, he’s still 
entertaining us with 
terrific tunes: This year, 
Timberlake continued 
the brilliant “History of 
Rap” series that he and 
Jimmy Fallon debuted 
back in 2010. Over 

two visits to Late Night 
in July and October, 
Timberlake, 30, and 
Fallon, 37, resurrected 
snippets of everything 
from Salt-N-Pepa’s “Push 
It” to Coolio’s “Gangsta’s 


Paradise.” “One thing 
that drives me crazy is 
that it takes me two 
weeks of practice to get it 
right,” Fallon says. “Then 
Justin comes in right 
before we tape and learns 
the whole thing in about 
10 minutes.” And perhaps 
there is good news for 
fans of J.T. the recording 
artist after all. At two 
segments a year, by 

2015 Timberlake should 
have enough material for 
anew album—an album 
of hilariously reinter- 
preted rap standards. 
—Tanner Stransky 
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) LATE 
GREATS 


A look back at the entertainment legends who left 
us this year, by the artists who knew them best 


FEB. 27, 1932-MARCH 23, 2011 


Elizabeth Taylor 


, FROM HER VERY 
first big role in 

National Velvet, Elizabeth 
was just the most beautiful- 
looking girl, and then the 
most beautiful-looking 
woman. I don’t think 
there’s ever been anyone 
as beautiful as her. She 
landed all the great 
roles—Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof, Giant, BUtterfield 8, 
Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf?—and she deliv- 
ered. She was beautiful, 
but she was a really 
fantastic actress. She had 
an aura and a mystique 
around her. She was 
without doubt the most 
glamorous movie star that 


BY ELTON JOHN 


ever existed. Then she had 
all this incredible turmoil 
in her personal life, which 
made her so much more 
fascinating. 

As an activist, she was a 
trailblazer. She spoke out 
about HIV at a time when 
it was incredibly unfash- 
ionable. And it came from 
a woman, which was great 
because everyone was 
calling AIDS a gay male 
disease. She was fearless 
in what she said. She set 
up amfAR and saved 
millions of people’s lives. 
She became known for her 
activism even more than 
her acting, and I think 
she would be happy with 


that. She did my video for 
“Original Sin,” which was 
the last thing she ever did 
on film. And it was sucha 
hoot. We laughed and 
laughed and laughed. 

We used to insult each 
other and send each other 
up. She had the most 
incredible sense of humor, 
and she never took herself 
seriously at all. I miss 
talking to her on the phone 
and hearing that wicked 
laugh of hers. She had a 
cackle of a laugh. I miss 
dishing the dirt with her. 
And I miss her compassion 
most of all. 

Taylor died of congestive 
heart failure in L.A. 
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JAN. 14, 1919-NOV. 4, 2011 


Andy 
Rooney 


BY LESLEY STAHL 
OOO 


Andy Rooney was our poet 
laureate and curmudgeon-in- 
chief. He was the most popular 
and the bravest of us all on 
60 Minutes. | first met him 
years ago at the CBS Evening 
News, where | was substituting 
for Dan Rather. Andy's greeting 
was to challenge me to wear 
the same dress on the air two 
days in a row, promising that if 
| did, I'd become famous 
(though Dan could wear the 
same blue suit for a month and 
nobody would care). Probably 
doesn’t read as funny as | 
thought it was at the time. To 
me, it showed a sense of the 
absurdity of convention, and | 
laughed about it for weeks— 
though, I'm embarrassed to 
say, | didn’t meet the challenge. 
In our age of so many contra- 
dictions, Andy was consistent: 
He was who he was, and that 
was that (against paying for 
half-empty cereal boxes, in 
favor of newspapers)! He could 
sometimes be infuriating (on 
women’s rights, for example), 
but he never bent to pressure 
or fudged his views. He was a 
man of conviction. 
Rooney died in New York City 
following complications from 
surgery. 


DEC. 7, 1969-NOV. 29, 2011 


PATRICE O’NEAL 


THE FIRST TIME you 

heard his name you 
thought, “She must be a 
very sweet old Irish 
woman.” The first time he 
towered over you, you 
thought, “Jesus...keep this 
giant away from old Irish 
women.” And the first time 
you saw him on stage, you’d 
have thought you’d never 
heard truth or comedy 
before. Shakespeare said, 


BY SETH MacFARLANE 


“No legacy is so rich as 
honesty.” And that’s exactly 
how Patrice forged his 
legacy—with refreshing, 
hilarious honesty. He told 
the truth with his comedy, 
held others to be true to 
themselves, and in doing 
so, would have called me a 
pretentious a--hole for 
referencing Shakespeare 
in this tribute. 

At the Charlie Sheen 


JUNE 15, 1939-FEB. 5, 2011 


BRIAN JACQUES 


Author of the Redwall Fantasy Novels 


My stories are written from the 
viewpoint of a kid, sitting in the movie 
house while World War Il is on, watching all 
this magic come on the screen.” 
—Jacques, ina 2001 interview 


roast, his dissection of us 
was so pure and real, and 
damn funny. His comedy 
was from the heart and it 
had integrity. It was at that 
roast that Patrice reminded 
me that I’m “not bigger than 
Yogi.” And who could have 
said that better than a man 
the size of a Kodiak bear? 
O’Neal died of complica- 
tions from a stroke in 
Englewood, N.J. 
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JOBS: NORMAN SEEFF; LALANNE: CSU ARCHIVES/EVERETT COLLECTION 


BEFORE | MET Steve, 

I first had to say no to 
him. In the early 90s, I was 
touring like a madman, try- 
ing to juggle professional 
commitments and a home 
life with a young family, 
when a call came in. Steve 
Jobs was getting married at 
Yosemite and he wanted me 
to play. I declined with great 
regret. When we met, years 
later, I was also introduced 
to his wife and children. The 
simplicity, directness, and 
openness of his family really 
struck me. Steve showed 
me the things he cared 
about, and I shared the 
music I would have played 
at their wedding. From 


FEB. 24, 1955-OCT. 5, 2011 


Steve Jobs 


BY YO-YO MA 


there, the friendship grew. 
There were many more 
meetings, sometimes for a 
picnic dinner before con- 
certs, other times grabbing 
lunch after one of his legend- 
ary presentations. Steve 
was ever eager to share the 
latest “one more thing.” I 
will never forget how he 
pulled out a prototype of the 
iPhone for me and the aston- 
ished members of the Silk 
Road Ensemble at UC 
Berkeley, or the conversa- 
tions about intuition versus 
intelligence, and the 
importance of stimulating 
disciplined imagination in 
our students to ensure an 
innovative workforce. His 


life’s work was a reflection 
of his father Paul’s lesson: 
“When you make something, 
make sure the back is as 
beautiful as the front, even 
if nobody sees it.” 

This last year we had 
three visits, and in the 
spring, Steve asked me to 
play at his funeral. I said I 
would, if he would speak at 
mine. Needless to say, Steve 
got his way. I, like so many 
others, will always be grate- 
ful for the impact he had, for 
the beautiful tools that have 
helped change my thinking, 
but even more so for his 
extraordinary friendship. 
Jobs died of pancreatic 
cancer in Palo Alto, Calif. 


SEPT. 26, 1914-JAN. 23, 2011 


JACK 
LaLANNE 


By Arnold 
Schwarzenegger 
200 


For 96 years, everywhere he 
went, Jack was the most 
energetic man in the room. 
Luckily for all of us, he wasn’t 
selfish with his energy. He 
shared it every day of his life, 
inspiring millions to embrace 
his passion for health and 
fitness with his books, his 
products and gyms, and 
especially with his TV show, 
which was the longest-running 
exercise show in history. 
Jack's had almost a year now 
to whip them into shape up 
there, so | have no doubt that 
everyone in heaven is doing 
thousands of push-ups and 
showing off their six-pack abs. 
LaLanne died of respiratory 
failure due to pneumonia in 
Morro Bay, Calif 


2011 Year-End Special EW.COM | 61 


SEPT. 14, 1983-JULY 23, 2011 


Amy 
Winehouse 


BY TONY BENNETT 
OOo 


IF THERE WAS one word I 

would use to describe the 
artistry of Amy Winehouse, it 
would be honesty. She had that 
rare gift that is the sign of a true 
genius. There are only a few 
performers whose total commit- 
ment to artistic truth set them 
apart: Billie Holiday, Judy 
Garland, for sure, and in my 
estimation, Amy Winehouse was 
among that unique class. 

I met Amy backstage after one 
of my performances at the Royal 
Albert Hall in London several 
years ago. Despite her bold 
appearance, she seemed very shy 
and even a little unsure of herself. 
Even so, she had tremendous 
courage as a performer and was 
always ready to take chances— 
which is why I feel she was, in 
essence, a jazz singer. When we 
recorded “Body and Soul” 
together, four months to the date 
before her passing, she was 
constantly improvising through 
each take. There was an instinct 
she had to her phrasing that was 
completely a jazz influence—and 
you could tell she was always 
thinking almost instantaneously 
as she sang. It’s what Sinatra and 
Ella Fitzgerald did as well. 
Although she told me how much 
she loved singers like Dinah 
Washington, in the end she was 
just herself—an absolute original. 

The greatest tragedy is that we 
are all deprived of hearing how 
this genuine talent would have 
developed and matured. In spite 
of it all, she will undoubtedly be 
remembered as a classic performer 
in the pantheon of great singers. 
Winehouse died in London of 
accidental alcohol poisoning. 
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OCT. 5, 1950-MAY 27, 2011 


Jeff 


Conaway 
BY MARILU HENNER 
OOO 


Jeff was like my brother. He was 
fun and sweet and had this wild 
streak in him, but he was always 
loving, always very considerate 
of other people. | met him in 
1972 when we were both cast in 
the first national company of 
Grease and were on the road 
together for a year. | was 20 and 
he was 22. All the girls were 
always crazy about Jeff—he was 
like a big, funny, adorable puppy 
dog. And then in 1978 we did 
Taxi. He was cast at the last 
minute as Bobby, and he was 
just perfection. It was a really 
close-knit cast—l've always 

said we shot 112 shows and had 


—/ LATE GREATS /— 


112 parties. Tony Danza and | were 
with him a lot the last couple of 
weeks of his life. | really thought 
he'd pull through. It was heart- 
breaking. He was heartbreaking. 
Conaway died of complications 
from pneumonia in Encino, Calif 


SEPT, 16, 1927-JUNE 23, 2011 


PETER FALK 


By Chris Kattan 
200 


Peter Falk was my hero in comedies. He had that 
kind of untraditional way—a bit improvisational. 
The way he performed in those John Cassavetes 
films is just superior. If you’ve ever seen A Woman 
Under the Influence, he is crazy good. And the 
movies he did with Alan Arkin—The In-Laws and 
Big Trouble—are hilarious. So it was really cool 
when he wanted to 
do Corky Romano. 
Tasked him, “Why 
do you want to do 
it? It must be the 
money.” He said, 
“No, I actually 

like you. My wife 
thinks you’re 
pretty funny.” 

Falk died in Beverly 
Hills after battling 
Alzheimer’s disease. 
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APRIL 1, 1949-MAY 27, 2011 


GIL SCOTT- 
HERON 


By Lenny Kravitz 


OOO 
Listening to Gil Scott- 
Heron sounded like 
getting a news flash. 
With songs like 1970’s 
“The Revolution Will 
Not Be Televised,” you 
were getting a super- 
funky, psychedelic 
history lesson, 
delivered by this 
spoken-word master 
who was like an 
anchorman reporting 
from the ghettos. The 
way he spoke was 
never preachy. It was 
like hearing my uncle 
sit me down and say, 
“Look, boy, let me tell 
you something true.” 
Wise people who came 
from the street—he 
spoke like them. To 
me, he’ll always be that 
man who represented 
African-Americans ina 
way that was beautiful 
and strong. 
Scott-Heron died of 
undetermined causes 
in New York City. 


APRIL 10, 1915-DEC. 7, 2011 


Harry 
Morgan 


BY LORETTA SWIT 
OOO 


Harry...my very dear, close 
friend..the best colleague you 
could hope for..an accomplished, 
committed actor, humble to the 
extreme, possessed of a brilliant 
mind, a dazzling sense of humor 


coupled with impeccable timing... 


the quintessential colleague, 
able to lift your spirits with 


laughter during those long, late 
hours on the set...often my 
father figure..ever a mensch... 
always my “comrade-in-arms.”.. 
How blessed | am to have 


had you in my life all this time. 
And now, | find myself using 
the words from the “Goodbye, 
Farewell, and Amen’ finale of 
M’A‘S*H. Harry and | needed 
more than just a few takes dur- 
ing our goodbye scene. We could 
not stop the tears. “Goodbye, 
Margaret,” Colonel Potter says. 
“Don't forget to have a happy 
life.” Margaret says: “You dear, 
sweet man..|'ll never forget you.” 
Even more so from me, dear 
Harry, dear friend. | take comfort 
in knowing that you knew how 
very much | loved you. 
Morgan died of complications 
from pneumonia in Los Angeles. 


JULY 17, 1971-SEPT. 11, 2011 


Andy Whitfield 


SPARTACUS WAS A 
very physically 
demanding role, and since I 
played his master, I spent a 

lot of time hitting Andy. I 
was always slapping him 
and punching him in the 
head, but he was always so 


BY JOHN HANNAH 


patient. I would say, “I 
won't hit you during the 
take,” and end up just 
whacking him when we 
were shooting. There was 
one time I head-butted him, 
and he just started laughing. 
He was exhausted, but he 


was so wonderful about it. 
Andy was such a lovely 
human being. To be honest, 
that’s what I feel personally 
is the greatest loss. 
Whitfield died of non- 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma in 
Sydney, Australia. 
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Sidney Lumet and 
Al Pacino onthe set of 
1975's Dog Day Afternoon 


SIDNEY LUMET 


JUNE 25, 1924-APRIL 9, 2011 


BY PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN 


SIDNEY HAD GREAT full 

rehearsal periods— 
two weeks, every day. You 
don’t see that in film too 
often. Since you'd already 
done everything in front of 
him, you felt very private and 
safe, and he knew exactly 
what to say to prick your 
brain. Many actors are 
grateful to him; he inspired 
so many great performances 


and it’s not just because of 
rehearsals—like Katharine 
Hepburn in Long Day’s Jour- 
ney Into Night. Or Al Pacino 
in Dog Day Afternoon—you 
could watch that all day. 
When we were shooting 
Before the Devil Knows You're 
Dead, \ remember thinking 
that though he was 81 at 
the time, he moved like a 
40-year-old man. His energy 


JUNE 21, 1921-FEB. 28, 2011 


was extraordinary. He’d 
regale you with stories on 
the set. He’d sit off camera, 
and he’d talk to you, and 
you'd do two takes, and 
you’d move on, you’d do 
another one, and you’d 
move on. You'd be finished 
and you'd be full, not empty. 


You'd be grateful. I love him. 


Lumet died of lymphoma in 
New York City. 


SEPT. 9, 1923-SEPT. 10, 2011 


Cliff 
Robertson 
BY SAM RAIMI 
OOO 


| was a little bit in awe of 

Cliff when | met him because, 
as a kid, | had seen Charly and 
it was the most warm and 
moving performance | ever 
remember an actor giving. He 
brought that same warmth to 
Spider-Man. The audience had 
little time with Uncle Ben, but 
Cliff made people believe in 
his relationship with Tobey 
Maguire. There’s a line that 
Cliff said to Tobey: “Hey, 


JANE RUSSELL 


"50s Screen Siren and Bra Pitchwoman 


Michelangelo, don’t forget, 
were painting the kitchen right 
after school.” He added the 
word Michelangelo. When 
Tobey replied, “Don’t start with- 
out me,” Cliff ad-libbed another 
line, “Don’t start up with me,” 
in a very good-natured, sweet 
way—with a little twinkle in 
his eye. It made it seem as 
though those guys had a 
rapport going throughout the 
years. | was so impressed. 
Robertson died of undisclosed 
causes in Stony Brook, NY. 


If the camera was on a balcony above me or | 
was to bend over, | would just turn my back or 


stand and glare... They only wanted a peep show and 
if they couldn’t get it, they left disgruntled. | honestly 
feel sorry if The Outlaw publicity campaign was 
responsible for the young girls who decided that the 
only way to make it in show business was to shove 
out their bosom or take their clothes off altogether.’ 
—Russellin her 1985 autobiography 


LUMET: WARNER BROS./MPTVIMAGES.COM; RUSSELL: RKO RADIO PICTURES/PHOTOFEST; ROBERTSON: EVERETT COLLECTION 
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Clarence Clemons on 
stage with Bruce 
Springsteen in 1980 


JAN. 11, 1942-JUNE 18, 2011 


CLARENCE CLEMONS 


BY MAX WEINBERG 


MID-MORNING 
June 10, 2011, my 

home phone rang. A deep 
baritone embraced me: 
“Mighty One.” 

“Big Man,” I replied. 
“What's happenin’?” 

“Love, baby—nothin’ but 
love!” said the Big Man. 

The conversation was 
warm—two old friends 
catching up. He had just 
been on American Idol 
performing saxophone 
with Lady Gaga, the 
reigning world champion 
of pop music. 

Clarence was flying high. 
He told me all about the 
inspiring time he’d had on 


that show. I heard the 
pleasure in his voice. Though 
he’d been dealing with 
some serious health issues, 
he was “feeling strong— 
ready to rock.” That old 
E Street feeling was mist- 
ing around us. So many 
miles, so many concerts, so 
many memories. So much 
anticipation... It has been 
observed that Clarence was 
the spiritual center of the 
E Street Band. So true. 
Clarence was a big, big 
man, and he was all about 
love—nothin’ but love. 
Clemons died of complica- 
tions from a stroke in Palm 
Beach, Fla. 


APRIL 8 1918-JULY 8, 2011 


BETTY 
FORD 


By Marlee Matlin 
00 


Like many thousands who 
passed through the Betty Ford 
Center, every year | celebrate 
two birthdays: One is my actual 
birthday, and the other is the 
day | got sober. Today I've been 
sober 25 years because of the 
courage of one woman: Betty 
Ford. Never one to sit silently 
as many expected of a First 
Lady, Betty Ford bravely shared 
her battle with cancer and 
addiction. She took it one step 
further, paying it forward by 


speaking out, writing, and 
taking action. As a result, 
thousands of lives were saved, 
and thousands more were 
inspired to help. 

Ford died of natural causes in 
Rancho Mirage, Calif 


FEB. 7, 1946-JAN. 2, 2011 


Pete Postlethwaite 
BY BEN AFFLECK 


OOO 


| remember him saying to me 
about his role [as a Boston 
Mob boss] in The Town, 

“| see this as a combination of 
Kobayashi from The Usual 
Suspects and my character in 
In the Name of the Father.” 
And | was like, “That'll do it!” 
Those were my two favorite 
movie roles of his—both 

are so brilliant. 

Then he went to the bar in 
South Boston, which is a very 
Irish neighborhood, and he 
couldn't buy a drink. All these 


guys were not only buying 
him drinks but calling their 
families and piling into the bar 
because he played that part in 
In the Name of the Father. 
Guys were even bringing him 
gifts of stuff that “fell off the 
truck.” He was like the pied 
piper of South Boston. We 
had a great cast—Jon Hamm, 
Jeremy Renner, Blake Lively— 
but in Boston, Pete was by far 
the biggest star. 
Postlethwaite died of cancer in 
Shrewsbury, England. 
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LYNN GOLDSMITH/CORBIS 


MAY 24, 1967-NOV. 8, 2011 


Heavy , 
(né Dwight Myers) 


D 


BY Q-TIP 


HEAVY D WAS the 

Jackie Gleason of 
hip-hop. He was one of 
the first cats I’d ever seen 
who smoked a cigar, and 
he carried himself with a 
flair that was unmatched. 
He was an uptown guy, 
so he became a flag- 
waver for that Harlem/ 
Bronx music that’s all 
about the syncopation of 


Anne Francis, 80, actress 
(Forbidden Planet), 1/2 


Peter Yates, 81, director 
(Bullitt, Breaking Away), 1/9 


John Dye, 47, actor (Touched 
by an Angel), 1/10 


David Nelson, 74, star of 
The Adventures of Ozzie and 
Harriet, 1/11 

Susannah York, 72, actress 
(They Shoot Horses, Don’t 
They?), 1/15 

Don Kirshner, 76, music 
producer known as “the man 
with the golden ear,” 1/17 
John Barry, 77, Oscar- 
winning composer (Out of 
Africa, Born Free), 1/30 
Maria Schneider, 58, actress 
(Last Tango in Paris), 2/3 
Tura Satana, 72, actress 
(Faster, Pussycat! Kill! 

Kill), 2/4 

Betty Garrett, 91, played 
landlady Edna Babish on 
Laverne & Shirley, 2/12 
Kenneth Mars, 75, played 
Nazi Franz Liebkind in The 
Producers, 2/12 


the drums, but it’s 
smoothed out with a 


positive message. He 
brought hip-hop to cross- 
over pop radio by bridging 
the gap between hip-hop 
and R&B. Now whenever 
you hear that new jack 


swing sound, that’s 
Heavy D. 


Myers died of undetermined 


causes in Beverly Hills. 


Len Lesser, 85, played 
Uncle Leo on Seinfeld, 2/16 
Gary Winick, 49, director 
(Tadpole, 13 Going on 

30), 2/27 

Nate Dogg (n¢é Nathanie! 
Dwayne Hale), 41, hip-hop 
singer, 3/15 

Michael Gough, 94, played 
butler Alfred in four Batman 
movies, 3/17 


Loleatta Holloway, 64, disco 
diva (“Hit and Run,” “Love 
Sensation”), 3/21 

Lanford Wilson, 73, Pulitzer- 
winning playwright (Talleys 
Folly, Fifth of July), 3/24 
Farley Granger, 85, 

actor (Rope, Strangers on 

a Train), 3/27 


Manning Marable, 60, 
biographer of Malcolm X, 4/1 


Sol Saks, 100, creator of 
Bewitched, 4/16 

Michael Sarrazin, 70, 

actor (They Shoot Horses, 
Don't They?), 4/17 

Tim Hetherington, 40, docu- 
mentarian (Restrepo), 4/20 
Poly Styrene (née Marianne 
Joan Elliott-Said), 53, singer in 
punk band X-Ray Spex, 4/25 


Phoebe Snow, 60, singer- 
songwriter (“Poetry Man’), 
4/26 

Yvette Vickers, 82, actress 
(Attack of the 50 Foot Woman), 
body discovered 4/27 
Jackie Cooper, 88, Oscar- 
nominated actor (Skippy, 
Superman), 5/3 


Sada Thompson, 83, Emmy- 
winning actress (Family), 5/4 
Arthur Laurents, 93, 
director and playwright (West 
Side Story, Gypsy), 5/5 
Randy Savage (née Randal! 
Mario Poffo), 58, wrestler/ 
actor (Spider-Man), 5/20 
Bill Hunter, 71, actor 
(Muriel’s Wedding), 5/21 
Joseph Brooks, 73, Oscar- 
winning songwriter (“You 
Light Up My Life”), 5/22 
Clarice Taylor, 93, played Bill 
Cosby’s mom on The Cosby 
Show, 5/30 

James Arness, 88, played 
Matt Dillon on Gunsmoke, 6/3 
Leonard Stern, 87, TV writer 
and creator of Mad Libs, 6/7 
Laura Ziskin, 61, movie 
producer (Pretty Woman, 
Spider-Man), 6/12 


Ryan Dunn, 34, performer 
(Jackass), 6/20 

Gene Colan, 84, comic-book 
artist known for his work on 
Daredevil and Iron Man, 6/23 
Sherwood Schwartz, 94, 
creator of Gilligan's Island 
and The Brady Bunch, 7/12 
Charles “Bubba” Smith, 66, 
pro football player-turned- 
actor (Police Academy), 8/3 
Nickolas Ashford, 70, singer, 
songwriter, and producer 
(“Ain’t No Mountain High 
Enough,” “Ain't Nothing Like 
the Real Thing”), 8/22 

Jerry Leiber, 78, rock 
producer and songwriter 
(“Hound Dog,” “Jailhouse 
Rock,” “Stand by Me”), 8/22 
Michael Showers, 45, 
played Capt. John Guidry on 
Treme, 8/24 

John Calley, 81, studio exe 
and producer (The Exorcist, 
Superman), 9/13 

Frances Bay, 92, played Adam 
Ss grandmother in 
Happy Gilmore, 9/15 

Vesta Williams, 53, R&B 
singer (“Congratulations”), 


9/22 
Sylvia Robinson, 75, R&B 


singer (“Pillow Talk”) who pro- 


duced early hip-hop hits like 
“Rapper's Delight” and Grand- 
master Flash & the Furious 
Five’s “The Message,” 9/29 
Diane Cilento, 78, Oscar- 
nominated actress (Tom 


Jones), 10/6 


Sue Mengers, 79, pioneering 
talent agent who repped Burt 
Reynolds, Barbra Streisand, 
and Steve McQueen, 10/15 


Gil Cates, 77, 14-time Oscar- 
show producer, 10/31 
Leonard Stone, 87, played 
Violet’s dad in 1971's Willy 
Wonka & the Chocolate 
Factory, 11/2 

Bil Keane, 89, cartoonist 
(Family Circus), 11/8 

John Neville, 86, played 
Baron Munchausen and 

The X-Files’ Well-Manicured 
Man, n/19 


Ken Russell, 84, director 
(Women in Love, Altered 
States), 11/27 

Alan Sues, 85, comic 

actor (Rowan & Martin's 
Laugh-In), 12/1 

Jerry Robinson, 89, comic- 
book artist who co-created 
the Joker and Robin, 12/7 


/ LATE GREATS A— 
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OWEN 
GLEIBERMAN 


THE TREE 
OF LIFE The Resear 


Rated PG-13 Payne does more than tell 
stories. He takes us on 
journeys—he makes road 
NO. movies of the soul. His first 
film in seven year's is the 
richly woven and moving 
tale of a Hawaii land baron 
whose life has become a 
comedy perched on the 
precipice of tragedy. George 
Clooney, dressed down as a 
dorky dad but as magnetic 
as ever, is commanding as 
Matt King, whose wife lies 
in a possibly fatal coma. It’s 
up to Matt to take care of 
his wayward daughters 

(the terrific duo of Shailene 
Woodley and Amara Miller), 
yet when he learns that his 
wife was having an affair, his 
decision to track down her 
lover becomes an obsession 
driven by scenes of rueful 
hilarity; it’s also his way of 
keeping the deeper reality of 
what's happening at bay. The 
Descendants combines love, 
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medical terror, real estate, 
adultery farce, and the 
wounded salvation of family 
in a way that only an 
Alexander Payne movie 
could. That is, brilliantly. 


Bridesmaids 
(R) Kristen Wiig, in the best 
performance by an actress 
this year, plays sweet, nice, 
ordinary Annie, who has 
just enough bad luck and 
squirmy self-loathing that 
when she’s asked to be the 
maid of honor for her best 
friend’s egregiously upscale 
wedding, it pushes her over 
the edge into masochistic 
loserdom. Annie’s descent is 
explosively funny—but only 
because it’s such a nakedly 
honest, three-dimensional 
projection of contemporary 
feminine anxiety, competi- 
tiveness, and romantic 
yearning. As for the rest of 
those bridesmaids, led by 
the caustic effrontery of 
Melissa McCarthy, they’re a 
brigade of sisters as memo- 
rably raunchy and inspired 
as any male wolf pack. Wiig 
also co-wrote the script of 
this classically structured, 
dizzyingly witty comedy, 
which is why Bridesmaids 
marks her not merely as a 
superb actress but as a 
future force in Hollywood. 


Rooney Mara and 
Daniel Craig in 
The Girl With the 
Pragon Tattoo. 


A Separation 
(PG-13) I have almost never 
seen a film from Iran that 
wasn’t quiet, and Asghar 
Farhadi’s masterpiece fits 
that description. Yet just 
beneath the quietude, this 
drama of marital discord 
expands, almost invisibly, 
into the most searingly 
organic of thrillers. In 
Tehran, a couple separates, 
the wife (Leila Hatami) 
leaving the country, the 
husband (Peyman Moadi) 


staying behind to care for 
his Alzheimer’s-stricken 
father. He hires a pregnant 
woman (Sareh Bayat) asa 
nurse, and a prickly encoun- 
ter between them blows up 
into a legal nightmare. 
Farhadi has sculpted a 
Rashomon of domestic lying, 
with male privilege, the 
under-the-head-scarf stir- 
rings of Islamic feminism, 
and even the surprise possi- 
bility of murder all heating 
up under the magnifying 
glass of Iran’s stern judicial 
culture. A knockout. 


The Girl With the 
Dragon Tattoo 
(R) David Fincher, a master 
of high-grunge cinematic 
style (and of violence at its 
most transgressive), has 
crafted the most dizzyingly 
effective movie version you 
could imagine of Stieg 
Larsson’s Swedish serial- 
killer novel. Rooney Mara, 
as the sullen waif hacker 


Lisbeth Salander, sports the 
spiky black plumage of a 
punkette peacock, and she’s 
a revelation: She wears her 
piercings like scars and acts 
with a quiet power—a rage 
chilled into silence—that 

is almost ghostly. Larsson’s 
plot, in which a disgraced 
leftist journalist (Daniel 
Craig) is hired to investigate 
a homicide that has haunted 
an aristocratic family for 

40 years, is no more (or 
less) than a clever conven- 
tional whodunit festooned 
with glimmers of depravity. 
But Fincher and his splen- 
did cast (Craig at his terse 
best, a creepy-elegant 
Stellan Skarsgard) do what 
the 2009 Swedish film ver- 
sion couldn’t: They tease 
out the full mythological 
grandeur of the material. 
They have made a 2\1st- 
century vision of women 
who recoil from, or take 
revenge on, the men who 
fear and loathe them. 
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Beginners 
(R) After his mother dies, 
a young man (Ewan 
McGregor) discovers that 
his father (Christopher 
Plummer) is gay and has 
spent his entire life in the 
closet. The father comes 
out, ready to make up for 
AO years of hiding who he 
is—only to confront a diag- 
nosis of cancer. What I just 
described probably sounds 
like a god-awful mishmash 
of tear-jerk family-hug 
message movies. But 
writer-director Mike Mills 
works in a style of tossed- 
off, time-jumbled delicacy, 
and the result is like a 
miracle from the early ’70s: 
a portrait of all the mean- 
ings that liberation can 
have. Plummer, as a man 
suddenly freed from a kind 
of prison (and damned if 
he’s going to let a little 
thing like death get in the 
way of that), gives the 
performance of his life. 


Rampart 
(R) This ultimate bad-L.A.- 
cop movie announces the 
arrival of a major directorial 
voice. It’s the second feature 
by Oren Moverman, who 
made The Messenger, but 
here he works in a style of 
hallucinatory realism, with 
the camera swirling around 
the face—and mind—of 
Dave Brown, a sociopathic 
enforcer who prowls the city 
like a jungle cat. He's played 
by Woody Harrelson, in a 
performance of feral, com- 
plex brilliance. A thriller on 
fire, Rampart is one of the 
rare movies that shows you 
what corruption looks like 
from the inside out. It’s 
heady, suspenseful, toxic, 
and mesmerizing. 


kr 


7 BEST AND WORST 


SOUNDBITES 


~~ Movies 


} “I’m glad 
Lon eace ues he's single 

eae ee 7 because I’m 
oa 97* fae ®: 7 going to climb 


- “Seriously? 
~ that like a tree. 


It’s like youre 


= ” 
= Megan (Melissa McCarthy), Photoshopped! 
: sizing up a potential . 
“a. mate, in Bridesmaids Hannah (Emma Stone), 


admiring Jacob's 
(Ryan Gosling) six-pack, in 
Crazy, Stupid, Love 


“There are 
rich teams and 
there are poor teams. 
Then there’s 50 
feet of crap. And 
then there’s us.” 
Billy Beane (Brad Pitt), describing 


the Oakland A's, in 
Moneyball 


& 


Molly Weasley (Julie Walters), 
before killing Bellatrix Lestrange 
(Helena Bonham Carter), in 
Harry Potter and the Deathly 

Hallows—Part 2 


“May | 
kill hin?” 


Lisbeth Salander (Rooney Mara), 
asking permission to 
dispatch a villain, in The Girl 


= - With the Dragon Tattoo £- 
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crazy 

Stupid, Love. 

(PG-13) It’s hard for a love 
comedy to gain much 
respect these days when it 
has a hero as mild and 
defeated as Cal Weaver 
(Steve Carell), a schlub in 
Dockers who splits with his 
wife (Julianne Moore) and 
has to learn once again 

how to find the swing in 
bachelorhood. Fortunately, 
Cal’s tutelage in the ways of 
women comes at the hands 
of a happy-hour smoothie 
played with velveteen polish 
by Ryan Gosling, who is so 
effortless here he’s like the 
great-great-grandson of 
Cary Grant. Directed by 
Glenn Ficarra and John 
Requa, from a script by Dan 
Fogelman, Crazy, Stupid, 
Love suggests a movie made 
by the Woody Allen 

of suburbia. It’s a luscious 
confection, with Carell at 
his most wittily forlorn. 


The Trip 
(Not Rated) In a perfect 
world, Steve Coogan would 
always be cast as Steve 
Coogan: He’s a Byronic 
clown who plays his narcis- 
sism like a violin. In this 
enchantingly funny road 
comedy, Coogan and Rob 
Brydon go on a restaurant 
tour of northern England, 
and whether they’re doing 
their dueling impersonations 
of Michael Caine or treating 
the ludicrous high-end cui- 
sine with the amused indif- 
ference it deserves, they’re a 
sublime team. Yet The Trip 
goes deeper than that: It’s 
really a salute to what acting 
means to the English soul. 


Mission: Impos- 
sible—Ghost Protocol 
(PG-13) Exciting and amaz- 
ing at the same time. In his 
debut as a live-action film- 
maker, the animation wizard 
Brad Bird (The Incredibles) 


THE WORST 


BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


1 Melt With You 
(R) Jeremy Piven, 
Thomas Jane, Rob 
Lowe, and Christian 
McKay play college 
buddies who reunite to 
turn into the “free” 
guys they 
once were. ~ 
This men- 
behaving- 
badly 
“shocker” is 
outrageously 
awful, like some 
drug-drenched hetero 
version of The Boys in 
the Band staged like the 
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most badass Michelob 
commercial of 1991. 


Battle: Los 

Angeles (PG-13) 
A war-of-the-worlds 
snoozer. It has noise, 
guns, aliens, 
digitized clutter— 

but no story, 
| nothing that 
holds a movie 
together. Or 
maybe this is 


Nancy) are 
mild middle- 
class parents 


+ 


Roman Polanski’s loudly 
acted version of 
Yasmina Reza’s 
contrived and 
didactic stage 
play (including 
Kate Winslets WANT 


who, in the course of 
80 minutes, turn into 
savages—that is, if 
savages kept doing 


Steve Coogan 
and Rob Brydon 
in The Trip 


creates scenes so audacious— 
a break-in at the Kremlin 
staged like a magic trick; a 
vertiginous, how the hell did 
they film that? crawl across 
the tallest building in the 
world; a nuclear countdown 
that redefines down-to-the- 
minute—that they get you 
moving around in your seat 
and laughing at your own 
susceptibility. Tom Cruise, in 


but not leaving, or 
carrying on “private” 
cell-phone confabs out 
inthe open, or yelling 
and drinking and play- 
ing truth games like 
people in a ninth-rate 
sitcom knockoff 
of Who's Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? 
7i\ ~_ 


een IN Another 
oa Earth 
= . a (PG-13) Ina 
Oy year of cosmic 
= art films 


(The Tree of Life, 
Melancholia), this one 
stands out for its 
plodding pretension. 

A young woman who 


what a movie now is. 


3. Carnage (2) 


The four characters in 


ridiculously implausible 
things like saying that 

they want to leave the 
room (and meaning it) 


caused the death of a 
man’s wife and child in 
a car accident shows 
up at his door, She then 


his fourth turn as IMF agent 
Ethan Hunt, has a pulsating 
presence, a dynamic mind- 
body fusion. This is not only 
the best entry in the Mission: 
Impossible series but the 
most vibrant thriller since 
the Bourne films and Casino 
Royale. In an action-ride 
culture that offers so much 
fake adrenaline, it’s cathartic 
to encounter the real thing. 


spends the entire film 
not telling him who she 
is, and not saying 
anything remotely inter- 
esting, either. There is 
also the arrival in the 
sky of a literal “alterna- 
tive” planet Earth. 
Maybe on that one, this 
movie has a pulse 


Bad Teacher (2) |f 
you're going to make a 
black comedy about a 
teacher who's a heart- 
less, lying shrew, you 
need to make sure she’s 
funny. But Cameron 
Diaz just seems to be 
playing the one-note 
villain in a movie that 
totally forgot to 
give the audience 
anyone to 
root for. 


’ 
4 
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Bridesmaids 


| (R) There's no accounting for 
G) S e ( O j } taste in comedy. But there are 
standards by which to mea- 


sure quality in a movie comedy, 
and most of them are the 
same as the standards by 
which any great movie distin- 
guishes itself: The story has 
integrity, originality, anda 
sharp intelligence. The char- 

| acters are distinctive and 
fully formed. The action 


by LI SA SC H WAR Z B AU M unfolds organically, driven by 


those characters, rather than 
arbitrarily, driven by writerly 
cleverness. The cast works in 
| syne as an ensemble, each 
actor elevating and support- 
ing the work of the others. 
The pacing is appropriate 
to the story. The audience 
doesn’t know what's coming, 
and is delighted by surprise. 
By every measure, Brides- 
maids—about one interesting, 
| unmarried woman's compli- 
| cated emotional reactions to 
the impending wedding of her 
best friend—is one of the very 
best movies of the year. With 
Kristen Wiig (who co-wrote), 
Maya Rudolph, Rose Byrne, 
and Melissa McCarthy lead- 
| ing the cast, it’s also hilarious. 
Actually, Bridesmaids is so 
| good that the female-driven, 
feminist intelligence that 
drives the project doesn’t 
need to be mentioned. 
Except I think it does. 


MELANCHOLIA 


ated R 


Alexander 
Skarsgard 
and Kirsten Dunst 
in Melancholia 
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| 
Wendi McLendoh-Covey, 
Rosé Byrne, Kristen Wiig, 
Melissa McCarthy, 
Maya Rudolph/and Ellie 
Kemper in Bridesmaids 


The Artist 
(PG-13) One of the marvels 
of movies from the black- 
and-white silent era is that 
everyone could understand 
them, everywhere in the 
world. The ability to read 
title cards was an advantage 
for the literate, true. But the 
great melodramatic Holly- 
wood silents spoke loudest 
through the universal lan- 
guage of action—dance, sight 
gags, and visual cues. In The 
Artist, French filmmaker 
Michel Hazanavicius creates 
an enchanting and skilled 
21st-century evocation of an 
Old Hollywood pre-talkie. In 
its ingenious loveliness, there 
are layers of enjoyment avail- 
able to moviegoers of all 
ages, beginning with the Star 
Is Born relationship between 
dashing Jean Dujardin as a 
silent-era matinee idol whose 
fame is fading and a younger, 
perkier, talkie-ready ingenue, 
played with twinkle and 
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spunk by Bérénice Bejo. 
Those who know a lot about 
movie history can enjoy the 
shout-outs, samplings, and 
homages strewn throughout 
The Artist. But I assure you, 
those who know nothing 
about the old days can still, 
happily, love every word. 


Hugo 
(PG) In one of those unusual 
2011 cultural confluences 
bound to excite trend pun- 
dits, two of the year’s best 
movies pay homage to cine- 
matic history, each an exqui- 
site production inviting the 
viewer into a magical alter- 
native universe. With Hugo, 
Martin Scorsese has fash- 
ioned an intricate adaptation 
of the award-winning chil- 
dren’s book The Invention of 
Hugo Cabret, about an 
orphan boy in 1930s Paris 
whose hunger to know how 
things work leads him, one 
adventure after another, to 


the home of the great for- 
gotten pioneer filmmaker 
Georges Méliés and an 
opportunity to restore the 
old man’s place in history. 
With his sophisticated, 
typically avid exploration 
of very new 3-D technology, 
Scorsese simultaneously 
sings a beautiful love song 
to very old movies and 
spreads the gospel of 

his own enduring passion 
for film preservation. 


; 


Shallene Woodley, ° 
and Nick Ktause in 
The Descendants 


A Separation 
(PG-13) Ina year of memo- 
rable foreign-language films, 
including Aki Kaurismaki’s 
Finnish gem Le Havre and 
the late Portuguese master 
Ratil Ruiz’s stately, dreamy 
historical saga Mysteries of 
Lisbon, Asghar Farhadi’s 
riveting Iranian drama 
about the end of a marriage 
stands out for the stunning 
matter-of-fact intimacy of 
its focus. This keen observa- 
tion of social, religious, judi- 
cial, and parental clashes 
(and especially their effects 
on the ailing aged and the 
bewildered young) is specif- 
ically rooted in contempo- 
rary middle-class Iranian 
culture. That’s the movie's 
first revelation. The second 
is how universal the issues 
and emotions are. Every 
shot in this nuanced pro- 
duction conveys vital infor- 
mation, and every line of 
dialogue matters as an ordi- 
nary man and an ordinary 
woman separate. 


The Descendants 
(R) Meanwhile, back in the 
Aloha State of Hawaii, the 
exceedingly gifted auteur 
Alexander Payne applies 
his own close attention to 
domestic crisis, particularly 
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as it affects his favorite 
study subject: the vulnerable 
American male. The result 
is a mature, tragicomic 
character study about How 
Men Behave Today, distilled 
in the woes of George 
Clooney as a guy who has to 
deal with a whole lot of 
headaches while his wife is 
in a coma. In Clooney— 
never more unexpectedly 
pathetic a sight than when 
running, in full distress, 
while wearing flopping 
beach sandals—Payne just 
may have found a muse. 


7. Pina 

(Not Rated) Trying to 
reduce the year’s best 
documentaries to one or 
two list-worthy specimens 
isn’t fair. But it’s reality. If 
my heart could go on and 
on, this year’s list would 
also include Paradise Lost 3: 


Purgatory, Bill Cunningham 
New York, Senna, Buck, 
Undefeated, Hell and Back 
Again, and Dragonslayer on 
the honor roll. But since my 
heart has an assignment 
of 10 best pictures, I insist 
on including Pina, Wim 
Wenders’ absolutely 
spectacular 3-D documen- 
tary about the work of 


the late German avant- 
garde choreographer 

Pina Bausch, as performed 
by members of her 
acclaimed dance troupe, 
the Tanztheater Wuppertal. 
You say you don’t care 
about dance, or the avant- 
garde, or even 3-D? Doesn’t 
matter. Put on the funny 
glasses and be wowed. 


Brad Pitt in 
Moneyball 


8. Moneyball 

(PG-13) Yep, I’m on the 
Moneyball team too, and 
here’s why, in four pitches: 
(1) Brad Pitt knocks it out of 
the park, wow. (2) Jonah 
Hill’s curveball performance 
makes him Rookie of the 
Year, not counting his 
previous movie-comedy 
years as a fat, funny sidekick. 


NOGYOD5 3NS YaNITSW 


(8) Philip Seymour Hoffman 
continues his winning 
streak. (4) Director Bennett 
Miller takes a book that’s 
literally an inside-baseball 
business story—it could 
have been shot using only a 
desk calculator as a prop— 
and turns it into a movie 
about calculating life. 


9. The Interrupters 
(Not Rated) My other must- 
see documentary on this 
year’s list is as intentionally 
sprawling, unresolved, and 
troubling as Pina is inten- 
tionally elegantly designed. 
And that’s exactly what’s 
great about The Interrupters. 
This patient, observant film 
directed by Hoop Dreams’ 
Steve James (and produced 
by Alex Kotlowitz, who 
wrote the essential book 
There Are No Children Here) 
spends a lot of time with 


three Chicago “violence 
interrupters” whose street 
cred is impeccable: They all 
have past gang life on their 
résumés. Now their almost 
impossible mission is to 
wade into trouble and try to 
avert catastrophe in hope- 
less neighborhoods. The 
filmmakers don’t have 
solutions; what they have 
are respect and integrity. 
They’re rewarded with 
priceless trust. 


10. Beginners 

(R) To be fair, visual artist- 
turned-filmmaker Mike 
Mills had some pretty 
extraordinary material to 
draw on for this artfully 
shaped and shaded semi- 
autobiographical drama. Like 
the man played so tenderly 
by Ewan McGregor opposite 
Christopher Plummer, Mills 
is the adult straight son of a 


father, now deceased, who 
came out of the closet late in 
life, embracing his homosex- 
uality and finding satisfying 
love only after the death of 
his wife. How Mills knits a 
father’s late-life blossoming 
with a son’s trepidations as 
he embarks on his own 
serious romance, though, is 


The Interrupters 


highly original. The movie 
isn’t for every taste; people 
who don’t like dogs talking 
through subtitles, for 
instance, might balk. But 
that’s exactly what I love 
about Beginners: It’s as true 
to its own character as the 
men in this optimistic tale 
are to theirs. 


THE LARGEST 


Cash Back Card 


ooo Oooo o000 Oo00 


CHASE 


freedom 7 


Chase Freedom® gives you a full 1% cash back from your first purchase. Unlike the Largest 
Cash Back Card, which only gives you 0.25% until you spend $3,000, every year. 


Don’t get short changed. 


Get your casn 92CK. 


Visit chase.com/freedom or your local branch today. 


Chase Freedom credit cards are issued by Chase Bank USA, N.A. Restrictions and limitations apply. © 2011 JPMorgan Chase & Co. All rights reserved. 


CHASE &) 


FRANK GALLAGHER 


JHIS:FAMILY’S 
‘BROKE... ‘BUT: 


—/ BEST AND WORST 


a 


THE WORST 


BY LISA SCHWARZBAUM 


1 Don’t Know How 
She Does It (PG-13) 
Stay-at-home mothers 
get mocked in this 
bogus chick-flick, 


which is ig a 
crappy. Men “aa J 
particularly . 
male as 


co-workers- 


get dismissed —™, 


as oblivious and 
insensitive, which is a 
cheap shot. And forty- 
something working 
mothers trying to 
juggle home and work- 
place get Sarah Jessica 
Parker as their coy 
mascot, dithering girl- 
ishly like Sex and the 
Citys perpetually 
thirtysomething Carrie 
Bradshaw, complete 
with voice-over solilo- 
quies in front of a 
laptop computer. Which 
is a deal breaker. 


Sucker 
Punch 

beam (PG-13) This 
is what 
happens 
when 

videogame 

aesthetics 

infect moviemak- 

ing like a virus: We get 

a repellent action- 

fantasy that glories in 

dull, pounding, monot- 

onous violence; 

screeching 

music; fetishistic, 

soulless 

visuals; and 

oppressed, 

psycho- 

slut female 

characters 

who have 

been “empowered” 


to avenge their sexual 
degradation by fighting 
in their underwear. 
We suckers have 
been punched 
Game over. 


Jack and 
ry Jill (PG) You 
say it’s not 
fair to pick on 
Adam Sandler for 
this one awful comedy 
about obnoxious adult 
twins when Sandler is 
merely doing the kind 
of broad shtick he does 
so often in Sandler 
movies? You're right 
| also want to pick on 
the awful 2011 Adam 
Sandler comedy Just 
Go With It. 


Larry Crowne 
(PG-13) Sometimes 
niceness is a slippery 
slope to worst-list- 
worthy phoniness. 


+ Adam Sandler in 
Jack and Jill 


Exhibit A, 2011 
edition: this fake- 
cute, fake-inspirational, 
truly out-of-touch 
comedy about real, 
unfunny middle-aged 
unemployment, 

with a fake-adorable 
subplot about second- 
chance romance 
between fake-average 
folks, played with 
unseemly ingratiation 
by un-average 

Tom Hanks and 

Julia Roberts. 


The Twilight 
Saga: Breaking 
Dawn—Part 1 
(PG-13) That does it. 
lam so over Bella 
Swan, especially with 
Kristen Stewart 
drooping through the 
role—the 
dullest girl 
ever to be 
loved by a 
vampire. 
(She looks 
pained on 
an average 
day; here, during 
marriage, honeymoon, 
and the world’s most 
hideous birth experi- 
ence, she looks 
tortured.) And while 
I'm at it, I'm over 
this credulous, 
dutifully reverent, 
drawn-out movie 
adaptation of such 
an insipid fantasy 

| said it before 
and I'll say it 
again: You who 
love The 
Twilight 
Saga deserve 


Phe a much better 


Saga to love! 
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MICHAEL 


FASSBENDER 
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Michael Fassbender 
photographed on 
Feb. 12, 2011, at the 
Waldorf Towers 

in New York City 


CHASTAIN: MARCELLO FARINA/ZUMA PRESS/CORBIS; HEMSWORTH: GEISLER-FOTOPRESS/DPA/CORBIS; WOODLEY: JOHN SHEARER/GETTY IMAGES; SPENCER: PHOTOGRAPH BY ART STREIBER 


— 


Mey, 


You can run out of breath listing 
Jessica Chastain’s 2011 movies. 
She played the graceful, mourn- 
ful mother in The Tree of Life; an 
insecure high-society wannabe in 
The Help; and an in-over-her-head 
Mossad agent in The Debt—and 
that’s in addition to roles in the 
indies Coriolanus, Wilde Salomé, 
and Take Shelter. “People kept 
saying things were going to 
change, but to be honest, my life 
has basically stayed the same,” 
says the actress, 30, who will 
next be seen in the sci-fi epic 
Horizons alongside Tom Cruise, 
and in the Guillermo del Toro- 
produced horror thriller Mama. 

“| walk around outside and 
people rarely recognize me.” 
Chalk it up to those extraordinary 
chameleon-like acting skills. 
—Anthony Breznican 


It's easy to believe Shailene 
Woodley when she says that 
she never wanted a role so badly 
in her life as that of rebellious 


teen Alexandra King in The 
Descendants. “But it wasn’t 
because it was shot in Hawaii 
and it wasn’t because it was 
with George Clooney,” Woodley 
insists. “It was so raw and real 
and human. That's what | 
responded to.” The 20-year-old is 
now a front-runner for a Best 
Supporting Actress Oscar nomi- 
nation. As the feisty but sensitive 
Alexandra, Woodley—previously 
best known for playing a young 
mother on ABC Family's The 
Secret Life of the American 
Teenager—got to explore dra- 
matic territory way beyond any 
young-adult soap. “I was like, ‘I’ve 
really got to step up to the plate,” 
she says. “I needed to raise the 
stakes, and | did.” —Dave Karger 


He was days away from shooting 
the Marvel comic-book ensemble 
The Avengers last May when 
Thor—the movie that would 
introduce Chris Hemsworth as 
the titular superhero god— 
opened in theaters. Was he 
nervous? “I could say | wasn't, 
but I'd be lying,” laughs the 
28-year-old Aussie. “| had my 
fingers crossed, absolutely!” 
Thor went on to gross a mighty 
$181 million, and suddenly the 
actor most remembered for his 
cameo as Captain Kirk's doomed 
father in J.J. Abrams’ 2009 Star 
Trek reboot was a bona fide star. 
By the time The Avengers 
wrapped, Hemsworth had been 
cast in two major projects for 
2012: Snow White and the 
Huntsman, opposite Kristen 
Stewart, and Ron Howard's 
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Formula One racing drama Rush. 
Work kept Hemsworth so busy 
he almost forgot to enjoy him- 
self. “It’s only now that | sit back 
from it and | go, ‘Oh, wow!” he 
says. —Anthony Breznican 


Before The Help, 39-year-old 
Octavia Spencer enjoyed a long 
career playing “the obligatory 
person who comes in to deliver 
information with one or two, 
three scenes at the max.” But 
then her friend Tate Taylor picked 
her to play Minny, a 1960s 
Mississippi maid who leads with 
a scorching wit lest the world see 
her vulnerability. Minny’'s words 
may come at us like a fist, but it 
was Spencer's face, which held so 
many conflicting emotions, that 
burrowed deepest. “She breathed 
life into a larger-than-life charac 
ter,” says her costar Viola Davis. 
Now Spencer, who was recently 
cast in Diablo Cody’s untitled 
directorial debut, is determined to 
savor every morsel of acclaim. 
“Enjoy the moment,” she reminds 
herself. “Because tomorrow you 
might just be back in line trying to 
get your next gig.” —Karen Valby 
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CRITICAL MASS 


HARRY POTTER AND THE... 


DRIVE 


MONEYBALL 


THE ARTIST 


TINKER, TAILOR, SOLDIER, SPY 


JANE EYRE 


BRIDESMAIDS 


BEGINNERS 


THE TREE OF LIFE 


SUPER 8 


MELANCHOLIA 


THE DESCENDANTS 


THE MUPPETS 


HUGO 


MIDNIGHT IN PARIS 


CRAZY, STUPID, LOVE. 


FAST FIVE 


JUMPING THE BROOM 


KUNG FU PANDA 2 


CRITICS’ 
AVERAGE 


THE HELP 


CONTAGION 


THE IDES OF MARCH 


INSIDIOUS 


WATER FOR ELEPHANTS 


THOR 


X-MEN; FIRST CLASS 


HORRIBLE BOSSES 


RISE OF THE PLANET OF THE APES 


DOLPHIN TALE 


J.EDGAR 


CARS 2 


CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE FIRST... 
BAD TEACHER 


NO STRINGS ATTACHED 


COWBOYS & ALIENS 
BATTLE: LOS ANGELES 


SUCKER PUNCH 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN... 


THE HANGOVER PART II 


TRANSFORMERS: DARK OF THE... 


LARRY CROWNE 


THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING... 


SOMETHING BORROWED 


THE DILEMMA 


THE GREEN HORNET 


JUST GO WITH IT 


GREEN LANTERN 


JACK AND JILL 


RED RIDING HOOD 


C+ 


HOODWINKED TOO!:HOOD VS.EVIL| D 


D 


D+ 
a D- 
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IT’S READY TO TURN 
THAT GIGANTIC TRUCK 
BLOCKING YOUR VIEW 


INTO A TINY SPECK IN YOUR REARVIEW MIRROR. ARE YOU? 


You're 200 miles from home and the sun is going down. In front of you is a large semitruck crawling its way up 
a hill that never seems to end. There's only one thing to do: put your foot on the pedal and gun it. Fortunately, 


that’s not a problem for the aerodynamic 2012 Toyota Camry. Because with an available 268-horsepower 


engine ready and willing, you'll have all the power you need to get ahead of trouble and back on schedule. 


|, IT’S READY. ARE YOU? 


Prototype shown with optional equipment. Production model may vary. *268-horsepower toyota.com/camry STO > 
V6 engine available on SE and XLE models only. @2011 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. C ig 


DONATE TO ST. JUDE NOW & SHOP WHERE YOU SEE OUR LOGO. 


rch Hospital 


/St. Jude Chiideen’s Resear 


It started with Reese’s tummy pain. He was treated for a virus, then ulcers. Nothing worked. 
The pain was intense. He stopped eating and began losing weight. The ultimate diagnosis— 
stage IV neuroblastoma. He was sent to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital’ and after 
aggressive treatment, Reese and his family have hope. But that is not enough. Too many 
children still die in the dawn of life. Help us change that. 


——————— ee eee 
THIS HOLIDAY, GIVE THANKS FOR THE HEALTHY KIDS IN YOUR LIFE, AND GIVE TO THOSE WHO ARE NOT. 


STJUDE.ORG | 800-4STJUDE 


BLOW OUT, TRACY & HEPBURN: THE DEFINITIVE COLLECTION: PHOTOGRAPHS BY LUCAS VISSER (2); TAXI DRIVER, SWEET SMELL OF SUCCESS, 


STAR WARS: THE COMPLETE SAGA: PHOTOGRAPHS BY BRIAN HENN (3); BIG MOMMAS: LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON: JOHN P. JOHNSON 


by | CHRIS NASHAWATY 


(1981, R) 
Arguably 

the greatest 
Hitcheock 
film that Hitchcock never 
made, Brian De Palma’s 
kinky conspiracy thriller is 
a paranoid classic, thanks 
to one of John Travolta’s 
finest (and most underrated) 
performances. Asa 
schlocky-movie sound- 

F/X man who accidentally 
records the pop and 
screech of a blown-out car 
tire during the fatal crash 
of a presidential candidate, 
Travolta proved that he 
was way more than just a 
white-suited disco-era pin- 
up, that he could really act. 
De Palma’s baroque direct- 
ing style may not be every- 
one’s taste, but if you’re 
willing to submit to his 
signature Steadicam and 
split-screen flash, you'll feel 
downright dizzy by the 
haunting final scene— 
which remains one of my 
all-time personal favorites. 
Even if you’ve seen Blow 
Out before, Criterion’s 
gorgeous Blu-ray edition 
will feel like new. 


Definitive 
Collection 
(1942-67, 

Not rated) Spencer Tracy 
and Katharine Hepburn 
were one of Hollywood's 
greatest onscreen couples. 
He was a blue-collar, beer- 
from-the-bottle guy’s guy; 
she was a fizzy, fidgety 
lockjaw who took no guff. 
Together, they were 
100-proof movie magic. This 
terrific 10-disc box set kicks 
off with 1942’s Woman of the 
Year and runs through 
1967’s Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner. My pick for the best 
of the bunch: 1949’s daffy 
marital comedy Adam’s Rib. 


THE 
WORST 


Taxi 
Driver 
(1976, R) 

If you’re still 

- on the fence 
atau whether to bust open 
your piggy bank to pur- 
chase a Blu-ray player, 
here’s exhibit A for why 
you absolutely should. 
Martin Scorsese’s descent 
into the nightmare mind of 
unhinged New York cabbie 
Travis Bickle (Robert 
De Niro, never better) has 
always looked amazing— 
whether it’s the steam 
rising from rain-soaked 
manhole covers or Times 
Square’s neon-lit peep-show 
signs. But on Blu-ray, it just 


Sweet 
Smell of 
Success 
(1957, 

Not Rated) 
Speaking of 
New York’s mean streets, 
Alexander Mackendrick’s 
morality tale about a hungry 
press agent (Tony Curtis) 
and a ruthless gossip-column 
rainmaker (Burt Lancaster) 
is as good—and as deliciously 
nasty—as it gets. Now, 
thanks to another stellar 
Criterion makeover loaded 
with extras, it has the kick 


of a cookie full of arsenic. 
: Star 
STAR.WARS Wars: The 
f= Complete 
\ t= Saga 
(1977-2005, 
Re PG-13) This 


is a tough one. The Star Wars 
purist in me wants to leave it 
off the list because of George 
Lucas’ incessant tinkering 
(most egregiously, Darth 
Vader's newly added 
“Noooo!” during the climax 
of Return of the Jedi). But 
my inner 11-year-old Star 
Wars fanboy can’t deny the 
giddy thrill of seeing the 
original trilogy—yes, even 
the three prequels—on Blu- 
ray. So I'll take after young 


feels more immersive and Skywalker and refuse to 

haunting. A dark gem. give in to the dark side. 
Justin Bieber: Big Mommas: Captain 

Never Say Never Like Father,Like America (1990, 

(2011, G) Part Son (2011, PG-13) PG-13) Trying to 

squealing concert Martin Lawrence piggyback on the 


film, part day-in- 
the-life doc, this is 
tween torture. 
The one highlight? 
Watching the 
Biebs whine when 
his bangs are cut. 


in drag was (mar- 
ginally) funny the 
first time. But this 
turd of a third 
chapter proves it’s 
time to hang up 
the XXL muumuu. 


success of Chris 
Evans’ superhero, 
this MGM cheapie 
(starring a doughy 
Matt Salinger) 
should've stayed in 
the mothball bin. 
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BREAKING BAD 


AMC Just when you thought 


Breaking Bad could not 
become more tense, more witty, more elegantly shot, 

or more exuberantly acted, along came season 4, with 
Bryan Cranston as a Walter White newly attuned to his 
own capacity for revenge and evildoing. Ifthe most 
memorable lines of the year came from Walter’s “I am the 
one who knocks” speech, in which he owned the bad 
behavior he’d previously justified as helping his family, 
the year’s most indelible image was the horror face of 
Giancarlo Esposito’s Gus, half blown off by an explosion 
in the season finale. In between the speech and the image, 
Walter and Aaron Paul’s Jesse slithered past the relentless 
investigation into their meth lab by Walter’s brother-in- 
law Hank (Dean Norris) and neatly avoided being messed 
up by Jonathan Banks’ hitman extraordinaire Mike. 
Series creator Vince Gilligan avoided all the traps of 
hard-boiled, “gritty” TV—there’s no cheap cynicism, no 
pretentiously existential dread weighing down this work. 
Instead, there was a sunny energy to the way Walter’s 
wife, Skyler (the glowing Anna Gunn), took to the life of 
acriminal accountant running a gleaming car wash to 
launder the drug profits. Even Gus, the series’ thus-far- 
ultimate foe for Walter, had an air of prim jauntiness to 
him, adjusting his tie shortly after going ka-boom. That’s 
Bad: So good, it could make a skull smile. 


€ ILLUSTRATION BY NATHAN FOX 


THE BEST of 2011 


2. Parks and 
Recreation (NBC) 
Why is Parks and Rec the 
year’s best sitcom? Because 
it’s so many things: It offers 
network TV’s funniest 


ensemble cast, an unexpect- 


edly budding romance 
(who'd have picked Amy 
Poehler and Adam Scott as 
NBC’s sweetest lovebirds?), 
a wickedly sharp satire of 
empty-headed 21st-century 
economics (thanks to 

the glorious failure of 
Entertainment 7Twenty, 
the loony start-up by Aziz 
Ansari’s Tom Haverford), 


and a haven for great guest- 


star turns (Megan Mullally, 
Parker Posey, Will Forte). 


3. Fringe (Fox) 
Fans fearful that following 
Olivia, Walter, and the 

elusive Peter into a third 
timeline might result ina 
trip down an unsatisfying 
narrative rabbit hole need 
not have worried. Fringe 
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remains fearless—in a time 
when cutting-edge tele- 
vision is supposed to be 
dark, edgy, or pessimistic— 
about asserting the notion 
that life is a never-ending 
wonder capable of healing 
souls and bringing people 
together in inexplicable 
ways. Fringe works in the 
speculative-fiction sci-fi 
genre to deal with themes 
of unity and duality, the 
spirit and the soul, love, and 
the agony of love’s absence. 


%. Homeland 
(Showtime) 

The year’s best new series 
proved to be this CIA sus- 
penser. Claire Danes and 
Damian Lewis are 2011’s 
oddest yet bestest couple— 
an angsty agency operative 
(Danes) who’s drawn toa 
newly freed prisoner of the 
Iraq war (Lewis), even as 
she suspects he may be a 
traitor. Every week, the 


show was the T'V version of a 
difficult crossword puzzle— 
highly satisfying to com- 
plete. Featuring twists that 
leave you feeling jolly well 
manipulated, Homeland 
never lets you think you 
really know the true motives 
and allegiances of any of its 


major characters. Bonus 
points for Mandy Patinkin 
as the sort of mentor we 
all wish we had: bristlingly 
smart, brutally honest, 
bracingly loyal. Maybe. 


5. Louie x) 


Unexpected wonders 


Maggie Smith on 
~ Downton Abbey * 


occurred when star-writer- 
director-editor Louis C.K. 
decided to push his show into 
more narrative extremes, 
allowing scenes to run on 
longer than anyone would 
expect. Just recall him 
singing and air-drumming 
to the Who’s “Who Are 


THE WORST 


1. The Playboy 
Club (NBC) 

The fall season’s most 
obvious, they-shoulda- 
seen-it-coming flop. 
Why was NBC so eager 
to try to rip off the 
period-piece atmo- 
sphere of Mad Men 
when a broadcast 
network needs so 
many more viewers 
than Mad Men gets? 


2. Wilfred (FX) 

The year’s most irritat- 
ing new sitcom. Wilfred 
had a blank-faced Elijah 
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Wood as lovelorn Ryan, 
communing with a 
horny, abrasive dog, 
Wilfred (Jason Gann, 
the Australian actor- 
writer-creator, ina 

dog suit). Ick: dog- 
costume sight gags and 
panting punchlines 
about doggy sex. 


3. Nancy Grace’s 
coverage of the 
Casey Anthony 

trial (HLN) 

Before she made a 
spectacle of herself on 
Dancing With the Stars, 


Grace made a monster 
of herself covering the 
Casey Anthony trial 
Night after night, Grace 
hammered away at 
Anthony witha 


vituperation that under- 


cut any sensible 
speculation about the 
accused's guilt. The 
host's worst sin was 
to make the crime of 
the accused seem 
less important than 
Nancy Grace herself. 


*. Charlie Sheen 
and the media's 


symbiotic craziness 
Wow, has a catch- 
phrase ever aged faster 
than “Winning!"? 
Sheen's implosion as an 
out-and-proud hooker- 
and drug-loving 
libertine cost him his 
job on Two and a Half 
Men and rendered him 
a yammering bore, 


showing up everywhere 


from ABC's Nightline 
to Dateline NBC to 
CNN's Piers Morgan 
Tonight—everywhere, 
that is, except on his 
CBS sitcom—to keep 
himself famous. 


5. Charlie’s 
Angels (A8C) 
The Angels reboot 
foundered ona 
misconception— 


namely, that viewers 
wanted real drama and 
backstory in the Angels’ 
saga, when what they 
really wanted was 
sunniness and ample 
glimpses of skin. Lively 
trash would have 

been fun; serious trash 
is just glum 


= 
) 


\ 


Charlie's 
Angels 
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You,” in its entirety, while 
driving: Instead of being 
boring, it became an 
epiphany, revealing more 
about TV Louie’s soft heart 
and his children’s fascinated 
reactions. In insisting on 
upping the kitchen-sink- 
drama quotient in the 
comedy, Louie became TV’s 
most distinctive, uniquely 
paced half hour. 


6. Justified (x) 

By literally going back to its 
roots—Justified’s Southern 
backwoods environs from 
which Timothy Olyphant’s 
Raylan Givens emerged— 
the series crafted an 
elemental story line about 
family treachery, buckshot 
blasts, meth dealing, and 
property rights. Margo 
Martindale justly won an 
Emmy for her embodiment 
of a malicious matriarch, 
while Walton Goggins 
snagged a nomination for 
the way his Boyd Crowder 
reestablished a central 
role as Raylan’s most 
formidable foe and friend. 


7. Downton Abbey 

(PBS) 
Demonstrating there’s a lot | 
of life left in the old PBS i 


Masterpiece franchise, \ 


Abbey was the year’s most 
elegant period piece, as well 
as the most cleverly plotted. 
Instead of remaking a work 
of classic literature, creator 
Julian Fellowes cherry- 
picked from the masters: 
The early-20th-century 
upstairs-downstairs 
activities partook of Jane 
Austen, John Galsworthy, 
Arnold Bennett, and 
Charlotte Bronté to 

achieve a swooningly good 
drama/romantic comedy/ 
mystery saga. 


ff  ‘“|won ‘ 

/ cutest baby at \ . 

J the 1974 Jasper Everyone 
County Fair. People steals. My favorite 


% 


' 


\ 


/ BEST AND WORST TY A— 


“Now Donald 
say he wants to run 
for president andmove 
on into the White House. 

» a Why not? It wouldn't 
not criminals. W& be the first time you 4B) Ney 
Wedrivecar J pushed a black family JaN@pens 


pools.” ; a outta they home.” fe)’ 20} 
j j aa — 


Susan (Teri Hatcher) Snoop Dogg, to Donald Trump, on £ 
on Desperate Comedy Central's Roast of 
Housewives Donald Trump 


Fie 
A= 


“| talked in 

short sentences. ‘im 
| didn’t sing. | laughed, ¥ 

| smiled, | said| needed VaR 

rebound sex, and > 

it totally worked. He J 

asked me out.” 


q 
Jess (Zooey Deschanel) 
on New Girl 


\9 


+ 


at the time said | 
could go Gerber.’ 


= y 


movie is Love Don't 
Cost a Thing with Nick 
Cannon. Which is based on 
Can't Buy Me Love, which is 
) based on Kramer vs. Kramer 
h or something, which | think 
) was Shakespeare.” 


Tom (Aziz Ansari) on 
Parks and Recreation 


Cameron (Eric Stonestreet) 
on Modern Family A : 
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8. The Good 

Wife (ces) 

Yes, yes, Alicia and Will 
getting together was the 
series’ most audacious 
move, but this is a drama 
that achieves its best effects 
through accretion of detail. 
No other network show 
crams as many subplots 
that reveal so much about 
the characters’ characters. 
So ultimately Alicia-Will 
was less important than the 
way The Good Wife has 
taken chances in allowing 
Chris Noth’s Peter to 
become more vindictive, 
Archie Panjabi’s Kalinda 
more marginalized, and 
Alan Cumming’s Eli more 
humble. All these shifts 
cohere to create a more 
vivid, realistic life for the 
show. It’s been a growing 
season for The Good Wife, 
and while its ratings suf- 
fered in its move to Sunday 


OUR FAVORITE 


nights, it remains lively 
with manifold pleasures. 


9. Enlightened (480) 
In what is the year’s most 
polarizing new comedy, 
creator-costar Mike White 
and star Laura Dern 
teamed up to present a 
portrait of a woman on the 
verge of a nervous break- 
down. Dern’s Amy is 
high-strung and intelligent, 
stubborn and sympathetic. 
It’s the rare piece of pop 
culture that doesn’t sneer at 
an attempt to achieve spiri- 
tual bliss. End-of-year plea 
to HBO: Renew Enlightened 
for a second season! 


10. The Colbert Report 
(Comedy Central) 
Don’t let its position at No. 10 


| mislead you. Report is funny, 


sometimes unexpectedly 
moving—the interview with 
Stephen Sondheim was a 
magnificent example of deep 


~~ 


| 
| 


| knowledge and affection— 
and more influential than | 
ever (which will only become | 
more apparent as the 
presidential race heats up). 
Stephen Colbert continues 


screen sirens Grace 
Kelly, Marlene 
Dietrich, and 
Marilyn Monroe— 
brought to life by 
CGl—before fiercely 
taking command of 


Tommy Hilfiger, Our only question: Volkswagen, the runway 

“House Par-tay” Where's our invite? “The Force” 

No ugly Christmas Channelingthe powers Education Connection 
sweaters orawkward Google Chrome, of the darkside aboyin featuring Shannen 
family dramahere.At “It Gets Better” a Darth Vader costume Doherty 


this impossibly attrac- 
tive yuletide dance 
par-tay, there’s a sea of 
undulating tartan, 
shirtless guys in winter 
accessories, and an 
older gentleman who 
knows how to get 
down. But before you 
can overdose on holi- 
day hotness, the family 
basset hound pulls the 
plug on the festivities. 


Dan Savage's It Gets 
Better Project has 
made a huge impact 
this year, as seen in 
this poignant and 
moving ad that 
features celebrities 
like Lady Gaga and 
Adam Lambert rally- 
ing in support of gay 
youths dealing with 
bullying, depression, 
and suicide. 


starts his dad's Passat 


using the Force—or so he 


thinks. You have learned 
much, young one. 


Dior, “Dior J’adore” 

In arguably the most 
glamorous spot of the 
year, a radiant and oh- 
so-chic Charlize Theron 
breezes in late toa 


Versailles fashion show 


where she encounters 


Is this what a diploma 
from West Beverly 
High gets you? Ina 


hilariously low-rent spot, 


former Beverly Hills, 
90210 star Shannen 


a nurse, a crime-scene 
investigator, a flapper, 
and more to prove 
you can do anything 
with an online degree! 
—Stephan Lee 


“on Enlightened 


to make TV’s most sus- 
tained piece of performance 
art as satire, activism (never 
underestimate the influence 
of the Colbert Super PAC), 
and pure silliness. 


Tommy 
Hilfiger. 


a 


i) “Education 


N Pepeenection 


LauraDern 
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THE GOOD WIFE 


“Closing Argument” Also known 


ee es as “The Epi- 
sode Where 
They Finally (Finally!) Hook Up.” After two seasons of acting 
like repressed lovers in a Merchant Ivory drama, Will (Josh 
Charles) and Alicia (Julianna Margulies) took a deeply viewer- 
satisfying ride up to the presidential suite, with the elevator 
doors opening and closing on every floor, giving brief 
glimpses of Will grabbing Alicia’s hand (bing!), stroking her 
hair (bing!), and disappearing with her into the hotel room, 
with HR violations dancing in their heads (BINGBINGBING)). 
Yes, the secondary story lines were awesome—Kalinda 
(Archie Panjabi) 
shame-spiraling over 
sleeping with Peter 
(Chris Noth), Eli 
(Alan Cumming) 
deciding to bring 

his consulting 

firm to Lockhart & 
Gardner—butif ever 
there was a reason 

to pound that gavel, 
this long-awaited 


: ; Margulies 
rendezvous wasit. BpSh Charles 


—WMelissa Maerz nae Good Wife 


—_——/ BEST AND worsT tv A— 


2. Homeland 

“The Weekend” 

(NOV. 13, SHOWTIME) 
Like all the best scary 
stories, this one started 

in the woods. When CIA 
agent Carrie (Claire Danes) 
brought possibly “turned” 
POW Nicholas Brody 
(Damian Lewis) to her 
family’s cabin, it was 
either a romantic getaway 
or a very dangerous 
experiment—or possibly 
both. Is Brody a terrorist, 
or is Carrie just off her 
meds? And even if she’s 
paranoid, does that mean 
she’s wrong? Every tense 
moment changed your 
mind—until the final twist 
left it blown. —Melissa Maerz 


3. Game of Thrones 
“Baelor” (JUNE 12, HBO) 
Fantasy has never felt so 
real. From the opening 
glimpse of doomed 
patriarch Ned Stark’s 
(Sean Bean) breath in the 
darkness of his dungeon 
cell to the final shot of his 
silent prayer being cut off 
by an executioner’s blade, 
director Alan Taylor (who 
should have received an 
Emmy nomination for this 
hour) turned the shocking 
climax of the first season 
of HBO’s Game of Thrones 
into darkly gripping high 
art. —James Hibberd 


4, Revenge 

“Pilot” (SEPT. 21, ABC) 

It was love at launch for 
ABC’s soapy Count of Monte 
Cristo retelling: Emily 
Thorne (Emily VanCamp) 
returned to Southampton 


s under anew guise and 


with the mission of taking 
down society queen and 
foe Victoria Grayson 
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Darren Criss and 
a Michele on Glee | 


(the fabulous Madeleine 
Stowe) via a delightfully 
smart game of backstab- 
bing. The beach setting, 
pretty people, and lavish 
parties add to the show’s 
charm, of course, but 
Revenge’s appeal remains 
rooted in the juicy murder- 
mystery plot launched in 
this first episode. It’s the 
gift that’s been giving all 
season. —Tanner Stransky 


5. The Killing 
“Undertow” (MAY 22, AMC) 
The desperation to find 
Rosie’s murderer was taken 
to a nail-biting extreme 
when Mitch (Michelle 
Forbes) incited her husband, 
Stan, to seek brutal ven- 
geance on Bennet Ahmed 
(Brandon Jay McLaren), 
the man they believed 
killed their daughter. 
Trouble is, while Stan 
(Brent Sexton) was busy 
slamming Bennet’s head 


into the pavement, Mitch 
came to the realization 
back home that their 
daughter’s favorite teacher 
was actually an innocent 
man. Though it was her 
character’s lowest moment, 
it was Forbes’ finest hour. 
—Lynette Rice 


6. Parks and 
Recreation ‘Lil’ 
Sebastian” (MAY 19, NBC) 
Who knew the death of a 
pony...er, miniature horse, 
could spark so much 
change and hilarity? In the 
third-season finale, 

Leslie’s (Amy Poehler) over- 
the-top memorial service— 
complete with fireballs and 
wreaths—finally got her 

a shot at political office, 
while Tom’s (Aziz Ansari) 
contributions, including an 
unforgettable tribute 

video of the Pawnee icon 
galloping in slow motion, 
helped him recognize his 


dream of opening an 
entertainment company. 
Lil’ Sebastian’s death: 

bad for Pawnee, great for 
comedy. —Nuzhat Naoreen 


7. Glee ‘The First Time” 
(NOV. 8, FOX) 

At last, a gay teen romance 
got to share the spotlight 


Sean Bean on 
Game of Thrones 


with its hetero counterpart. 
As Finn (Cory Monteith) 
and Rachel (Lea Michele) 
had sex for the first time 
with each other, Kurt (Chris 
Colfer) and Blaine (Darren 
Criss) decided to have their 
first time too—a decision 
that made this brave, 
moving episode sing. All 
four actors delivered 
series-best performances, 
plus Criss and Michele per- 
formed a beautiful cover of 
West Side Story’s “One Hand, 
One Heart.” Creatively, 

this was the episode where 
Glee grew up. —Tim Stack 


8. Breaking Bad 
“Crawl Space” 

(SEPT. 25, AMC) 

While the season 4 finale 
rocked fans’ faces with its 
explosive conclusion, 
“Crawl Space” kept viewers 
in a vise grip of suspense. 
All episode long, the walls 
closed in on increasingly 
desperate meth maker Walt 
(Bryan Cranston), before he 
finally discovered that his 
cash stash under the floor 
had vanished when he 
needed it the most. As he 
lay there in the dirt, his 
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Emily VanCamp 
on Revenge 


anguished cries creepily 
mutating into deranged 
laughter, all we could hear 
was Cranston’s fourth 
Emmy being engraved. 
—Dan Snierson 


9. Modern Family, 
“Treehouse” (NOV. 2, ABC) 
With creator Steven Levitan 
at the pen, this episode had 
a little bit of everything 
(Phil with tools and a task, a 
short but sweet appearance 
by Kevin Hart, Jay getting 
dancing lessons from 
Manny)—but the biggest 
treat of all was watching 
Cameron (Eric Stonestreet) 
pick up guest star Leslie 
Mann in a bar ona dare 
from Mitchell (Jesse Tyler 
Ferguson). Cam called his 
surprising confidence with 
the opposite sex “the gift 


Joseph Morgan and 
Nina Dobrev on 
The Vampire Diaries 


of the vagi.” But we'll just 
call it perfection. —Sandra 
Gonzalez 


10. The Vampire 
Diaries “The Reckoning” 
(OCT. 13, THE CW) 

It’s not really a day in Mystic 
Falls without a couple deaths 
and resurrections, but what 
made “The Reckoning”— 
in which Klaus (Joseph 
Morgan) returned to town 
to wreak havoc by compel- 
ling Stefan (Paul Wesley) 

to attack Elena (Nina 
Dobrev)—so extraordinary 
was that it changed the arc 
for nearly every major 
character and complicated 
the Damon-Elena-Stefan 
love triangle, something a 
less audacious show would 
have saved for a finale. 
—Nuzhat Naoreen 


/ BEST AND WORST TV A— 


Episodes of 2011 


1. Kim's Fairytale 
Wedding: A 
Kardashian Event (E!) 
It's hard to pick the most 
obnoxious part of this 
bloated four-hour(!) run-up 
to Kim Kardashian and Kris 
Humphries’ ill-fated wed- 
ding. Mother of the bride 
getting her neck done? The 
rampant product place- 
ment? Or simply the fact 
that this storybook wed- 
ding ended up a lurid tabloid 
cautionary tale? —Tim Stack 


2. Grey's Anatomy, 
“Song Beneath 

the Song” (ABC) 

Glee’s effect on pop 
culture has (for the most 
part) been fun, but not 
when it infected Grey's 
and propelled the soap 
into producing a musical 
episode just as it was 
experiencing an otherwise 
resurgent season. The 
doctors of Seattle Grace 
struggled through 
“Chasing Cars,” “How to 
Save a Life,” and other 
songs while trying to 
save Callie (Sara Ramirez) 
after a car wreck, 

which is exactly what 
the episode was itself. 
—Tanner Stransky 


3. Two and a Half 
Men, “Thank You for 
the Intercourse” (CBS) 
The audience may have 
moved on from Charlie 
Sheen's not-so-gracious 
departure from the series, 
but the writers clearly 
hadn't. How else to explain 
wasting an entire episode 
on Alan Von Cryer) suffer- 
ing a mental breakdown 
and transforming 
himself—bowling shirts 
and all—into his deceased 


brother? It was a cheap, 
obvious play that yielded 
even cheaper and more 
obvious penis jokes. Jon 
Cryer, you have our sym- 
pathies. —Nuzhat Naoreen 


4, Dexter, 

“Nebraska” (Showtime) 
What's more annoying 
than too much of Dexter's 
chatty dead father? His 
irritating dead brother. 
This downright loopy 
road-trip episode featured 
Dexter (Michael C. Hall) 
seducing a convenience- 
store clerk and shooting 
street signs from his car 
while gabbing with the 
ghost of his murdered 
sibling, all the while refus- 
ing to help his distressed 
sister catch a serial killer. 
Seldom has Hall's vigilante 
been so unintentionally 
unlikable. James Hibberd 


5. The Killing, “Orpheus 
Descending” (AMC) 
Unwilling or incapable of 
resolving the “Who killed 
Rosie Larsen?” mystery 

in a single season, the 
producers punted to a 
cliff-hanger filled with 
ridiculous twists and 
empty melodrama, which 
they likened to the bold- 
ness of The Sopranos’ 
series finale. It’s an 
admirable standard. 
Hopefully next 
season they'll 
actually meet it. 
—Jeff Jensen 


Jon Cryer 
on Two anda 
Half Men 


NIKOLAJ 
COSTER- 


WALDAU 


Game of Thrones 

On HBO’s Game of Thrones, 
Nikolaj Coster-Waldau’s dashing 
knight, Jaime Lannister, has 
quite a brutal track record. He 
assassinated a king he swore to 
protect, carries on an affair with ait” 
his married sister, and crippled 
an innocent 10-year-old boy. So 
why can’t we hate this guy? “The 
very core of Jaime Lannister is 
the final line in the pilot where he 
says, “The things I do for love,” 
explains Coster-Waldau, 41, whose 
performance conveys Lannister’s 
intriguing slivers of humanity, 
which keep us mesmerized. “He 
might do horrible things, but it’s 
what he sees as a necessity. That 
was my hook—he does it out of 
love.” —James Hibberd 


96 | EW.COM 2011 Year-End Special 


Nikolaj Coster-Waldau 
photographed on 
March 18, 2011, in London 


RICKARDS: JEFFREY MAYER/WIREIMAGE.COM; WAYANS: PHOTOGRAPH BY SCOTT MCDERMOTT; KINNAMAN, BEHRS: PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAEL MULLER (2) 


Ashley Rickards 
Awkward. 


Even Ashley Rickards, who plays 
geek-to-chic teenager Jenna 
Hamilton on MTV's hit comedy 
Awkward, is surprised by her 
show's broad appeal. “I've been 
in Sports Authority and had a 
6'5" bodybuilder say he loves 
my show,” says the 19-year-old 
actress. Rickards’ natural, 
authentic performance is remi- 
niscent of John Hughes’ female 
antiheroes, and that’s not a 
coincidence. “Before we started 
filming, Lauren [lungerich, the 
show's creator] gave me a 

copy of Sixteen Candles,” says 
Rickards. “It’s definitely the tone 
of the show. It doesn’t portray 
teenagers as wealthy socialites 
or anything. It’s just a really relat- 
able point of view.” —Tim Stack 


Damon Wayans Jr. 
Happy Endings 

He is goofy but smooth, enjoys 
bath salts as much as basketball, 
and is fast becoming one of our 


new best buds. Every week, as 
Brad Williams on ABC’s Happy 
Endings, Damon Wayans Jr, 29, 
finds a fun way to issue a smart- 
sass line or a disapproving, 
please-stop-trying-to-act-black 
look to his friends. And we revel 
in his loony-lovey relationship 
with wife Jane (Eliza Coupe). “It's 
cool how I’m more of a laid-back, 
happy guy and she’s more type 
A controlling, but we're still really 
into each other,” says Wayans, 
who bears more than a passing 
resemblance to his comedian dad. 
“| don’t know too many married 
couples that have that much 
fun together—even on camera.” 
Here's to the honeymoon never 
ending. —Dan Snierson 


Joel Kinnaman 
The Killing 


The “new partner” character is 

a well-worn procedural trope, 
but Joel Kinnaman’s Stephen 
Holder is a true original. Both 
guileful and charming, Holder— 
investigating the disappearance 
of Seattle teen Rosie Larsen— 
was suspiciously talented at 
playing the hoodlum, as when he 
earned the trust of Larsen’s 
classmates by offering them 
marijuana. “It’s a rare thing to get 
such a dubious and conflicted 
scene, which is a really great way 
to present a character,” says 
Kinnaman, 32. Plus, he manages 
to stand out despite being 
drenched by near-constant 
precipitation on The Killing’s 
Seattle set. Jokes the native 
Swede, “That's one of the privileges 
of going to a Swedish acting 
school—we do, like, two months 
of rain tower.” —Tim Stack 
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Beth Behrs 
2 Broke Girls 


Blond heiresses are funny, but 
usually not on purpose. And yet, 
on CBS’ buddy comedy 2 Broke 
Girls, Beth Behrs, 25, proves 
that a trust-fund princess can 
deliver a punchline as easily as 
she can become one. As Caroline 
Channing, Behrs is hilariously 
cutting about her roommate's 
hookups (“What'd you do, shine 
a bat symbol on your vagina?”), 
but she's also got a gift for 
making helpless faces while, say, 
getting pushed into a giant 
Christmas present at Santaland. 
“All the little kids around me 
were dying to watch me fall— 
their eyes just lit up!” says 
Behrs. “I love that | get to play 
the smart girl, but I can still 

do physical comedy.” Who 

says a Laverne can't be a Shirley, 
too? —Melissa Maerz 


ff? 
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THE BEST ALBUMS of 2011 


ADELE 


21 Pity Adele’s ex-boyfriend. This year, 


we all got over him together, thanks 
to this powerhouse retro-soul breakthrough, which made 
us feel the pain of Adele’s split from her first real love—right 
down to what it felt like to hear that he married another 
woman. The best revenge? The album sold 13 million copies 
internationally and resonated for everyone who'd ever 
gotten dumped. Channeling Northern soul, Motown, and 
’70s piano ballads, even having her way with an alt-rock 
band (on a gorgeous cover of the Cure’s “Lovesong”), the 
23-year-old songstress was the great uniter of 2011. She 
was beloved as much by wonky record-collectors as she 
was by your mom, who probably heard her music at 
Starbucks and felt emotions that you don’t want to know 
about. Often backed by little more than a piano, Adele’s 
enormous voice, which coos and wails and sometimes 
cracks, makes the album so wrenching that even 
Saturday Night Live recognized it as a universal trigger 
for ladies looking for a good cry: In one sketch, Kristen 
Wiig played “Someone Like You” to help her mourn the 
tragic death of her parakeet. Funny, yes, but also true: 
This is music with so much heart, it hurts. And at a time 
when digitally tweaked vocals are everywhere, 2/ features 
arare thing: a singer who can seriously sing, belting out 
love songs inspired by another time on an album that 
feels genuinely timeless. > BEST TRACK: “Rolling in the Deep” 


2. Fleet Foxes 
Helplessness Blues Blessed 
with epic harmonies (and 
equally epic beards), these 
Seattleites recall folk legends 
from the golden age of Crosby, 
Stills, Nash & Young. But 
their soaring acoustic hymns 
speak directly to this genera- 
tion, asking the questions 
that keep millennials up at 
night: How can I have a more 
meaningful life than my par- 
ents? Should I be looking out 
for someone besides myself? 
Is it time for the flute solo to 
make a comeback? Dismiss- 
ing boomers who raised their 
kids to believe they’re all 
unique, singer Robin Pecknold 
decides that he’d rather be 
“a functioning cog in some 
great machinery/Serving 
something beyond me.” 
What that something is, he 
doesn’t say. But being part 

of a band that makes such 
beautiful music? That’s a 
pretty good start. > BEST 
TRACK: “Helplessness Blues” 


< ILLUSTRATION BY ROBERTO PARADA 
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3. Lykke Li Wounded 
Rhymes Sweden makes its 
pop songs like it makes its 
women: adored worldwide. 
(Or so we've gleaned from 
ABBA, IKEA, and beer com- 
mercials.) So it’s about time 
the U.S. embraced this 
Stockholm wunderkind, 
whose haunting album—a 
frosty Euro-electro twist on 
American girl groups— 
should be a global phenom- 
enon. With enough doomed 
romance to make the 
Shangri-Las cry, Lykke Li 
captures the sadness of 
unrequited love with two 
words that need no trans- 
lation: shoo-wop, shoo-wah. 
> BEST TRACK: “I Follow Rivers” 


4. Bon Iver Bon Iver 

If ever there was a reason 

to embrace soft rock uniron- 
ically, this is it. Saxophones? 
Got ’em. A Peter Cetera- 
esque closer? It’s here. 

But so is Justin Vernon’s 
disarmingly heartfelt 
songwriting. Expanding 
from his debut’s log-cabin 
folk into the big, bright 
world outside, his passion 
for gentle synth jams comes 
through so clearly, he makes 
Auto-Tune sound sincere. 

> BEST TRACK: “Holocene” 


5. Florence + the 
achine Ceremonials 
Weird girls need a rock hero 
of their own, and from her 
bloodcurdling howls to her 
thundering vampire-hippie 
gospel, Florence is the one 
to beat. A big believer in 
Red Sea-parting melodrama, 
she’s got the orchestral 
grandeur to pull it off. 
Of course, it helps that she 
attacks the harp as if she 
were wielding an ax. 
> BEST TRACK: “Breaking Down” 
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“Partyin’, 

partyin’ Cyeah)/ 

Partyin’, partyin 
(yeah)/ 

Fun, fun, fun, fun/ 

Lookin’ forward to 

the weekend.” 


, 


watching 
SharkWeek and 

almost called 

(@abiander to talk about 
how scary sharks are then 
got this overwhelming 
fear that they can 
hear me.” 


Rebecca Black 
in “Friday” 


“Dude, 
you're not 
not racist Cause 
The Wire's in your 
Netflix queue.” 


Taylor Swift on Twitter 


Childish Gambino 
(aka. Donald Glover) 
in “Hold You Down” 


“Dear * 
Fox News, nee ae 
don't play our that already.” 


music on your evil 
f---ing channel ever 
again. Thank you.” 


VI Bae as YBHdOLSIBH) ‘ANIA37‘WOD FOVWIZEIM 
‘SIWUVH COUTTS “Y3AOTS ‘SIOVWI ALL39/TIOZ VWY/NOSINUVH Y3ZYUs L4IMS 


Britney Spears, refusing 
to kiss Lady Gaga (dressed 
as Jo Calderone), 
at the VMAs 


Adam Levine 
on Twitter 


S3DVWI dW/SI1AVS LLVW ‘Suvads GNY VOV9 Ady1‘S39 


/NOSWYITIIM GG0L (XDV18 ‘WOOD S39V WISI / 


SHOWTIME: AND a 5: 
INVITE YOU TO AN EXCLUSIVE ADVANCED 
SCREENING OF TWO SHOWTIME ORIGINAL SERIES. 


shameless _ HOUSE OF LI 


GO TO WWW.EW.COM/FREESCREENING 
TO GET YOUR TICKETS AND MORE INFORMATION: 


Complimentary popcorn and soda will be served. 


Plus, see an exclusive 
interview with the cast 
from the SHAMELESS 
Season One DVD! 


SU WTIME 


BRACE YOURSELF 


*WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. Passes will be available online beginning on 12/14/11. Quantity of available screening passes for giveaway will be based on theater capacity in each market, Theater is overbooked to ensure @ full house. 
©2011 Shovetime Networks Inc. Alt rights reserved. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc. a CBS company. " Shameless’ = ©Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All rights reserved. “House Of Lies": ©Showtime Networks Inc, All rights reserved 
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6. Frank Ocean 
Nostalgia, Ultra Forget 
Drake and Kanye: When 
it comes to hip-hop dudes 
who pride themselves on 
singing; Frank Ocean has. 
the edge. Having penned 
songs for Justin Bieber, he 
knows how to work a pop 
hook (check his take on Cold- 
play’s “Strawberry Swing”), 
but it’s his flair for the odd- 
ball (astronaut love songs!) 
and the curveball (a “Hotel 
California” sample?) that 
makes him thrilling. The 
Eagles in an R&B song: Glenn 
Frey never sounded so cool. 
> BEST TRACK: “Novacane” 


7. Demi Lovato 
Unbroken A poignant state- 
ment from an ex-Disney 
princess? I’m as surprised as 
you are. But Demi Lovato’s 
always been the edgy one, a 
closet metalhead who spent 
time in rehab, and when she’s 


not out-Rihanna-ing the club 
girls on fierce bangers like 
“All Night Long,” she’s deliv- 
ering raw confessionals 
about self-cutting and abuse. 
It’s abrave album. So if the 
mean girls don’t like it, tough. 
> BEST TRACK: “All Night Long” 


8. My Morning Jacket 
Circuital Revolutionizing the 
sound of Southern rock, 


11. The Black Keys, El Camino 12. TV on 
» the Radio, Nine Types of Light 

4. 13. tUne-yArDs, whokill 1%. Brad 
Paisley, This Is Country Music 

» 15. Alexander, Alexander 16. Big KRIT, 
“~ Return of 4Eva 17. Mastadon, 

The Hunter 18. Rihanna, Talk That 
Talk 19. Wilco, The Whole Love 
20. Raphael Saadiq, Stone Rollin’ 


these Kentucky boys bliss out 
on psych noodling, Stax horns, 
and...satanic black metal. 
(Well, there’s one song about 
that, though musically it bor- 
rows from an obscure Thai 
pop cut found on a Siamese 
soul compilation.) What the 
band ends up with is an ad- 
venturous classic-rock opus 
that’s already a classic itself. 
> BEST TRACK: “First Light” 


9. Pistol Annies Hei on 
Heels Finally, an answer to 
that old saw: Where have all 
the rebel gals gone? In an era 
ruled by sweet country-pop 
ladies, Miranda Lambert, 
Angaleena Presley, and Ashley 
Monroe proudly set a bad ex- 
ample, drinking 10,000 beers, 
burning through their exes’ 
credit cards, and throwing the 
trailer-park party of the year. 
> BEST TRACK: “Hell on Heels” 


10. Kurt Vile smoke Ring 
for My Halo Druggy like the 
Stooges, artfully distorted like 
Dinosaur Jr., and obsessing 
about the Man like Lou Reed, 
Kurt Vile is Philly’s stoner- 
rock prodigy, a prophet of 
damaged beauty and 
DMT-cigarette epiphanies. 
“When it’s looking dark,” he 
drones, “punch the future in 
the face.” Dude, that’s an 
awesome way to greet 2012. 
> BEST TRACK: “Baby's Arms” 


Albums of 2011 


1. Lou Reed & 
Metallica, Lulu 
Created seemingly out 
of open hostility and 
contempt for the few 
listeners who cared, 
Lulu is the sound of five 
pretentious old guys 
joylessly grinding out 
sub-shoegaze drone 
and patting themselves 
on the back for being 
“subversive.” It’s more 
out of touch than a 


bunch of CEOs starting a 
drum circle at an Occupy 
rally and roughly as 

sonically disastrous. 


2. Soulja 

Boy, Skate 
Boy thie 

most comically 
inept MC of 

the 21st century 
(you're off the hook, 
guy from Rebecca 
Black's “Friday” video!) 
proves that sometimes 
it’s best to look a gift 
horse in the grill. By far 
the worst mixtape ina 
year full of clunkers, 
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Skate Boy finds Soulja 
using his coma-patient 
flow to arrhythmically 
shout “Swag!” and 
toss out Obama 
endorsements 
) so clunky 
/ we have to 
believe he's on 


Be Newt Gingrich’s 


payroll. 


3. Scotty McCreery, 
Clear as Day The 
American Idol champ’s 
debut would merely be 
benignly forgettable 
were it not for Scotty’s 
confusing inability to 


understand his own age, 
resulting in off-putting 
lyrics that wistfully look 
back on high school 
(recorded before he 
even graduated) and 
inspire creepy expres- 
sions of affection like 
the toddler-inspired 

“| Love You This Big.” 


4. Owl City, All 
Things Bright and 
Beautiful Remember 
Owl City, the one-man 
Purell-pop army who 


topped the Hot 100 in 
2009 with the tinkly 
madgical-insect tribute 
“Fireflies” and seemed 
poised to become a 
staple of God-fearing 
tweens’ playlists for 
decades? Yeah, us 
neither. 


5. Nickelback, Here 
and Now {he sheer 
volume of lyrics about 
how enthusiastically 
and often bearded flesh- 
Muppet Chad Kroeger 
wants to receive oral 
pleasure is offensive 
enough, but Here and 
Now takes it up a notch 
by disrupting its near- 
constant demands for 
fellatio with the treacly 
hug-your-neighbor 
anthem “When We 
Stand Together.” 


XO5/Y3NITE TAVHIIW |AUIAYIOW ‘WOD'SOVWIFUIM/ZLINVED 3AALS “AOB VEINOS ‘SS3Ud VdIS/NVTINWIW :033u ‘WOD'SOVWIZUIM/NI3SSNH YINVS -WNNVHIG 


MINAJ: ANDREW MACPHERSON/CORBIS OUTLINE; DEL REY; AJ NUMAN/CAMERA PRESS/RETNA LTD. 


the 


NICKI MINAJ, 
“SUPER BASS” 


heard round the world- 


every ringtone, 


mMporium in 2C 


best 


It was the boom 
badoom boom 

or atleast from 
passing car, and pink-wig 


)11. (When YouTube clips 


Taylor Swift and teeny British ballerinas 


paying tribute to your track are each at 


20 million-plus page views, you know 


you’ve entered the beyond-Thunderdome 


pop cult 


kill our love for 


jl 
i, salica \Awoi 
(pelican-) fly g1 


ie Zon 


e.) Still, ubiquity couldn't 


Nicki Minaj’s verbal 


jitsu and high-fructose hooks; she’s one 


rl. —Leah Greenblatt 


2. Foster the People, 
“Pumped Up Kicks” 
The greatness of this song 
doesn’t come from its junk- 
drawer-of-the-future sound 
collage, its revenge-fantasy 
lyrics, or even its kick-ass 
whistle solo. The secret is 
Mark Foster’s woozy 
charisma, which brings all 
those elements together in 
an effortlessly cool cross- 
over smash that inspired 
awkward dancing, serious 
social debate, and subver- 
sive sing-alongs in the car- 
pool van—a rare pop-radio 
trifecta. —Kyle Anderson 


3. The Throne, “No 
Church in the Wild” 
Jigga and Kanye build their 
world-weary catalog of 


top-one-percent street wealth 
around a WWE-entrance- 
song-worthy rumble and 
shout-outs to 5 a.m. nights, 
Socrates, and the Rolls- 
Royce Corniche. Esoteric 
Odd Future crooner Ocean, 
the track’s true star, ices the 
lyrical cupcake by lending 
lines like “What’s a king to 
a god?/What’s a god toa 
nonbeliever?” a haunting 
gravitas worthy of the 
biggest names in hip-hop. 
—Kyle Anderson 


4s, Lana Del Rey, 
“Video Games” irit 
were possible to give the 
entire Internet a case of the 
vapors, the self-professed 
“gangster Nancy Sinatra” 
achieved it with her utterly 


beguiling, endlessly polarizing 
debut single. Some couldn’t 
get past the extracurricu- 
lars (those lips! that label 
deal!), but the song—a 
swooning noir symphony 

of intimacy and bad-girl 
ennui—stands gorgeously 
alone. —Leah Greenblatt 


5. Beyoncé, 
“Countdown” Her skit- 
tering, deliciously scatter- 
brained R&B tiber-jam has 
strains of everything from 
drum-line funk to Boyz II 
Men and Roberta Flack 
spliced into its musical 
DNA. Pulling it all together 
is Queen Bey, her voice 
slip-’n’-sliding gracefully 
between genres while she 
brags about loving her 
“boof”—the man who is 
still killing her softly, even 
though they’ve been at it for 
years. So what if it was a 
little heady for the Hot 100? 
(The song peaked at No. 71.) 
Go ahead and listen; we 
guarantee you'll want to 

hit play again in T minus 10, 
9, 8... —Adam Markovitz 
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Foo Fighters’ 
Dave Grohl 


uA a; 


6. Wild Flag, 
“Romance” A scrappy, 
choogling blast of pure grrrl- 
group nirvana, courtesy of 
four ’90s alt-scene survivors 
with stellar résumés—and 
clearly undiminished powers 
of garage-rattling rock. 
When ex-Sleater-Kinney 
guitarist (and current star 
of IFC’s Portlandia) Carrie 
Brownstein yelps in her 
hiccupy growl “We love the 
sound/The sound is what 
found us/The sound is the 
blood between me and you,” 
it’s not so much a chorus as 
a manifesto: If you’re not 
dancing, you're not listening. 
—Leah Greenblatt 


7. Britney Spears, 

“| Wanna Go” hat icy 
four-on-the-floor beat and 
those irresistible alpine 
whistles (courtesy of Swedish 
superproducer Max “...Baby 
One More Time” Martin) 
lure you in. By the time the 
chorus hits its glitter-and- 
fog climax, you’ve pledged 
your allegiance to the Brit-ish 
empire. “Shame on me/To 
need to release/Uncontrol- 
lably,” she coos with an 
Auto-Tuned pout. We know 
exactly how she feels— 
minus the guilt, because 
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pop this pixel-perfect is 
nothing to be ashamed of. 
—Adam Markovitz 


8. Colbie Caillat, 
“Brighter Than the 


Sun” Musicians have used 
all kinds of gimmicks to 
evoke the pure hedonism 
of a permanent summer, 
from the Beach Boys’ 


sun-drenched harmonies to 


Will Smith’s celebrations of 
subwoofers and backyard 
barbecues. Colbie Caillat 
keeps it simple, offering up 
her own round of applause 
for that big shiny ball in 

the sky alongside a frothy 
melody so seaside-ready it 
should come with its own 
bottle of SPF 30 and one of 
those stripy towels with the 
built-in head pillows. 
—Kyle Anderson 


9. Foo Fighters, 
“Walk” Dave Grohl has 
been the frontman and 
mastermind of a consistently 


| excellent stadium-size rock 


outfit for over a decade and 
a half, but that doesn’t mean 
that he’s immune to Every- 
dude insecurities: “I think I 
lost my way/Getting good at 
starting over,’ Grohl croons 
while a trio of guitars chime 
below him. “Walk” is the 
sound of Grohl’s unending 
restlessness, delivered with 


Singles of 2011 


1. Kim Kardashian, “Jam 
(Turn It Up)” Sure, it’s kind 
of like getting mad at a 
lemur for being bad 

at math, but the 

fact that she 

didn’t even try 

to sing on this 

lethargic robo-pop 
“jam”—FreshDirect 

phone orders have 

been placed with more 
enthusiasm—just made it 
insulting. Straight up? It’s krap 


2. Insane Clown Posse, 
“Leck Mich im Arsch” 
That we can't even print the 
English translation of the title 


in a family magazine is 
mitigated (kind of) by its 
taking its name from a 
Mozart canon, which it 
also samples. Less 
forgivable: that indie 
godhead Jack White 
produced a song that 
rhymes “need” with 
“butt cheek.” 


3. will.i.am feat. Mick 
Jagger and Jennifer 
Lopez, “T.H.E. (The 
Hardest Ever)” Jagger 
wisely phones it in, most 
likely from a luxurious hotel 
suite far, far away. But poor 
J.Lo gets the blowback on 


the same eardrum-pounding 
joie de vivre he’s been 
unleashing since we knew 
him only as the shirtless 
Tasmanian devil pounding 
the drums behind Kurt. 
—Kyle Anderson 


10. Kelly Clarkson, 
“What Doesn’t Kill 
You (Stronger)” 

Note to all boys: Please 
keep breaking up with Kelly 
Clarkson. Seven years after 
“Since U Been Gone,” we 
still need more single-ladies 
anthems like this one: 

a sequin-studded disco 
revamp that begins with a 
note of self-assurance (“You 
know, the bed feels warmer 
sleeping here alone”) before 
raging into full-blown I Will 
Survive defiance. Sure, 
what doesn’t kill you might 
make you stronger. But 
more important, it helps 
you write a mean pop song. 
—Melissa Maerz 


lyrical diamonds like “Tella 
jealous chicken/I don’t know 
what the beefis.” Listen once, 
and you'll join PETA. 


*.. Limp Bizkit, “Shotgun” 
Kudos to Captain Literal Fred 
Durst for putting actual 
shotgun-blast audio effects 
on the lead single from his 
band's 2011 “comeback” 
album, Gold Cobra. And 

yet, this chronicle of 

running from the 

cops, rolling joints, 

and appreciating 

“you ladies with 

the hot t--s” (as 

one does, when one 

is 41) somehow failed 

to set the world on fire. 


5. Miley Cyrus covering 
“Smells Like Teen Spirit” 
Hello, hello, hello, how low? 
This low. 
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Your music 
never sounded 


SO good. 


Welcome to a better sounding world, where your music comes alive as never 
before. The QC®1lS headphones are our best, with Bose® technologies that 
deliver sound more naturally than conventional headphones. And a significant 
improvement in the noise reduction helps you focus on each nuance of your 
music, as distractions fade into the background. Seth Porges reports in Popular 
Mechanics that “Compared to the competition...the QCI5s are vastly superior.’ It’s a 
difference you need to hear to believe. We're so sure you'll be delighted, we'll even 
pay to ship them to your door. 


To learn more: 1-800-760-2749, ext. Q8359 
Bose.com/headphones 


©201) Bose Corporation. The distinctive design of the headphone oval ring 
is a trademark of Bose Corporation. Quote reprinted with permission. 
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LMFAO's Sky Blu and 


ODD FUTURE: KEVIN SULLIVAN/ZUMA PRESS/CORBIS; THE CIVIL WARS: OWEN SWEENEY/REX USA; FOSTER THE PEOPLE KRISTIAN DOWLING/PICTUREGROUP 


Odd Future 

If you watched the VMAs, you'll 
remember Tyler, the Creator 
(above), Best New Artist winner 
and leader of this LA-based 
hip-hop crew, delivering the 
most FCC-baiting acceptance 
speech of the night: “Yo, I'm 
excited as [bleep] right now, yo... 
I'm about to cry.” Love them or 
hate them, Odd Future are 
never not provocative, from 
Tyler's lightning-rod solo release, 
Goblin, to the group's elaborate 
mythology (see: the ongoing 
“Free Earl” meme). The ultimate 
proof that they’ve become 
hipster darlings: Adult Swim 
just tapped them to launch 
their own prank show next year. 
—Melissa Maerz 


The Civil Wars 
When Adele handpicks your 
band to open for her on tour, you 
don't say no. Just ask this rootsy 
Americana duo (platonic friends 
Joy Williams and John Paul 
White), whom Adele praised 

on her blog as “the BEST live 
band [she has] EVER seen.” The 
Southerners’ beautifully sparse 
debut, Barton Hollow, has 
earned them Grammy nomina- 
tions in both the country and folk 
categories. “It’s only further proof 
that nobody knows where on 
earth to put us,” laughs Williams, 
“and we're totally happy with 
that!” —Grady Smith 


J. Cole 


When the New York-based rapper 
became the first MC signed to 

Jay-Z’s Roc Nation label in 2009, 
he seemed like the luckiest guy in 
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the world. And then came the 
waiting game. But his patience 
was well rewarded: The sharp, 
vivid rhymes on his cheekily titled 
Cole World: The Sideline Story 
rocketed it to the top of the 
albums chart. “It was such a 
weight off my shoulders,” Cole 
says. “Everybody was happy, 
because they knew how hard | 
worked.” —Kyle Anderson 


Foster the People 

In early 2010, Foster the People 
were giving “Pumped Up Kicks” 
away for free online. A year and 

a half later, the LA. trio played 
that same song—now a bona fide 
Hot 100 mainstay—during their 
raucous set at Lollapalooza. “I 


| was like, ‘I'm in front of 30,000 


people right now, and all eyes are 
on me,” frontman Mark Foster 
(below) recalls. “It was surreal.” 
Things only got more dreamlike 


| for the band, who ended the year 


with a Best Alternative Album 
Grammy nod for their effervescent 
debut, Torches. It’s a feel-good 
rags-to-riches story—plus, you 
can dance to it. —Kyle Anderson 


Redfoo photographed 
on July 21, 2011, 
in Los Angeles 
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THE BEST FICTION of 2011 


THE SUBMISSION 


Amy Waldman Maybe you didn’t 


bother picking up 
Amy Waldman’s underappreciated debut novel because 
of its oppressive black cover (have jacket designers 
learned nothing from Spirial Tap?) or because you had 
heard it described as “a 9/11 novel.” But The Submission 
isn’t some dreary homework book you slog through out 
of obligation. It’s a rich, complex, and all-too-plausible 
look at modern-world insanity that’s a total pleasure to 
read. The story opens with an anonymous competition 


intended to choose a design for a Ground Zero memorial. 


An elite jury picks a winner, who turns out to be named 
Mo Khan—that is, Mohammad Khan, a totally normal 
American citizen who happens to be of (gasp!) Muslim 
descent. As word of his selection inevitably leaks, 

all manner of madness ensues. The Submission is 

about race and class and religion and xenophobia, but 
more than that, it’s about how a swarm of status-mad 
climbers—Khan, the selection committee, politicians, 
journalists, anti-Muslim activists, an Islamic defense 
coalition—all manipulate those issues in a scramble 

for fame and power. Waldman, a former New York Times 
bureau chief, works this bounty of material into a sharp, 
entertaining narrative that skewers absurdity and 
ugliness without ever losing sight of the characters’ 
fundamental humanity. 


€ ILLUSTRATION BY EMILIANO PONZI 


2. 1084 

Haruki Murakami 

A 932-page love story about 
a lonely assassin and a 
fiction writer with a secret 
who reach out to each other 
in a parallel world where 
two moons hang in the sky 
and magical midgets with 
questionable intentions 
hover in the background 
requires, shall we say, an 
openness to the odd. But 

if you can give yourself 
over to Haruki Murakami’s 
typically bizarre epic, 

it’s thrilling stuff, even 
when (or perhaps in part 
because) it doesn’t all come 
together in the end. The 
Wind-Up Bird Chronicle 
author’s great trick is to 
ground his fantasies in the 
mundane, making the 
mysterious feel almost 
real and—long after you 
finally reach the last 
chapter—the real world 
seem just a little bit more 
mysterious. 
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3. Stone Arabia 

Dana Spiotta 

After Jennifer Egan’s note- 
perfect 2010 book, A Visit 
From the Goon Squad, this 
year brought another rare 
example of a great rock- 
tinged novel. Stone Arabia is 
the story of Denise Kranis 
and her troubled brother, 
Nik Worth, who’s devoted 
his life to an elaborate 
archive of his would-be 
music career that includes 
many volumes of album 
reviews, interviews, liner 
notes, and other scraps of 
musical memorabilia. 

It’s obsessive, fetishistic, 
and, except for the actual 
music, entirely fake. Dana 
Spiotta nails the cult-music- 
world details, from album 
titles (the Fakes’ Take Me 
Home and Make Me Fake It) 
to the way pop music can 
seem like the most important 
thing in the world when 
you’re lonely and young. Of 


“The 
night was 
rank with the 
smell of man.” 
2A Danes With 


Dragons, by George 
RR. Martin 


course, the fortysomething 
Nik is young no longer, and 
his decline, when it comes, is 


| as sad as it is inevitable. 


4, Swamplandia! 
Karen Russell 

A darker journey than the 
goofy setup suggests, Karen 
Russell’s first novel tracks a 
Florida-based clan of 
alligator wrestlers—Chief 
Bigtree and his kids, Ava, 
Ossie, and Kiwi—as they cope 
with the death of the family 
matriarch, Hilola, and subse- 
quent failure of the gator- 
centric island theme park 
that paid the bills and 
defined their lives. The 
Bigtrees eventually split, 
with Chief and Kiwi braving 
the mainland while Ava and 
Ossie are drawn toward the 
swamp’s ominous murk. It 
wouldn’t work if Russell 
were a less gifted writer, but 
she pulls it off, giving life to 
a strange world that’s both 
convincing and original. 


SOUNDBITES 


Fiction 


“There is 
the elephant in 
the room: | killed 


unborn child.” 
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—The Last Werewolf, 
by Glen Duncan 
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5. The Pale King 

David Foster Wallace 

The late genius David 
Foster Wallace’s last novel is 
unpolished and incomplete, 
a mere approximation of 
what he might have had in 
mind when he committed 

| suicide in 2008 (his long- 
time editor, Michael Pietsch, 
stitched it together from 


ay 6 made the biggest 
mistake of his life: 

he slept with the au 

pair for a month.” 


—Ed King, by 
David Guterson 
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bits and pieces that Wallace 
left behind). But while it’s 
no Infinite Jest-style master- 
piece, this funny and (duh) 
astonishingly smart philo- 
sophical novel about Mid- 
western IRS agents battling 
soul-crushing tedium is 

| packed with enough literary 
insight and holy crap! 
writing to more than make 
up for its imperfections. 


“Every 
insect in the 
Amazon..turned a 
Slender antenna in 
her direction. She was 
a snack plate, a buffet 


for springtime...” 


—State of Wonder, 
by Ann Patchett 
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6. The Sense 

of an Ending 

Julian Barnes 

Memory is fragile and self- 
serving, a collection of tales 
we create to reinforce our 
notions of who we are rather 
than record history with any 
real accuracy. We are all 
unreliable narrators of our 
own life stories. So Julian 
Barnes’ own unreliable 
narrator discovers in this slim 
but substantial novel, which 
slips considerable wisdom 
into its 163 pages. The book 
is set up as a mystery; after a 
figure from his past dies, 
Tony Webster, divorced and 
retired, is compelled to inves- 
tigate his own youth. What 
he discovers makes him con- 
front some unpleasant truths 
about who he is and who he 
used to be. Warning: Reading 
this might force some soul- 
searching of your own. 


7. The Tiger’s Wife 
Téa Obreht 

Téa Obreht, a 26-year-old 
debut novelist, spent her 
early childhood in Belgrade, 
and the strife of that era per- 
meates this poetic story of a 
young doctor, Natalia, and 


her grandfather. Natalia is 
caring for war orphans 
when she learns of her 
grandfather’s death, and the 
book traces their relation- 
ship while exploring a battle- 
damaged world haunted by 
history and superstition. 

Into that narrative Obreht 
weaves a pair of folktales, 
one involving an escaped zoo 
tiger and its relationship 
with a deaf-mute villager, the 
other about a “deathless 
man” who can’t be killed but 
foresees the deaths of others. 
The result is a beautifully 
written swirl of modern-day 
pain and old-world magic. 


8. Say Her Name 
Francisco Goldman 

If Francisco Goldman’s 
harrowing portrait of grief 
seems unusually vivid, maybe 
it’s because he actually was 
married to a woman named 
Aura Estrada who really did 
die after an accident ona 
Mexican beach in 2007. This 
thinly novelized account of 
their life together and the 
author’s desperate attempt to 
grapple with her death might 
be too much to take were it 
not for the radiant presence 
of Aura. Seen through 
Goldman’s adoring eyes, and 
animated by his considerable 
talent, she—like Say Her 
Name—is unforgettable. 


9. Ready Player One 
Ernest Cline 

Nerd signifiers abound in 
this deeply informed ode to 
a certain type of Zaxxon- 
playing, Holy Grail-quoting, 
12-sided-die-tossing ’80s 
dweeb. Of course, anyone 
who doesn’t start giggling 
at the words “it’s just a 
flesh wound” will read the 
previous sentence with 
terror and revulsion. But 
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Ready Player One is much 
more than a collection of 
references. Set in 2044, the 
book follows a high school 
kid named Wade who's 
trying to win a fortune by 
solving an elaborate online 
puzzle created by a dead 
billionaire who grew up in 
the ’80s. The book is set up 
like a quest-based video- 
game, and its pleasures are 
similar: As one adventure 
leads expertly to the next, 
time simply evaporates. 


10. Once Upon a River 
Bonnie Jo Campbell 

When her father is suddenly 
gunned down next to the 
Michigan river on which 
they’ve long lived, 16-year-old 
Margo Crane takes off in a 
flimsy boat, trying to keep 
going after her whole world 
collapses. Bonnie Jo Camp- 
bell’s novel is part sensitive 
character study, part gritty 
survival tale—both bleak 
and oddly uplifting. 


Books of the Year 


1.0: A Presidential 
Novel 

Anonymous 

Introduced with a super- 
secret, pretend-cagey 
marketing campaign that 
made us all want to look 
inside the box because 
Simon & Schuster wouldn't 
let us, O was supposed to 
be President Obama's 
Primary Colors. Instead it 
was an unfunny satire by 
an author with about as 
much insider knowledge as 
your great-aunt. 


Kourtney, Kim, and 
Khloé Kardashian 

Yes, yes, we know that 
Kardashian Konfidential 
came out last year. But 
this revised edition was 
rushed into print this fall 
in order to include photos 
from Kim's big 

wedding, only 

to come out 

after the couple 

had already 

split. The 

technical term 

for this is 

wah-wah. 


Having failed to string 
together a coherent sen- 
tence on TV, Snooki applied 
her talent to fiction. Sure, 
her novel is great beach 
fun—if you want a book to 
throw into the ocean. 


%. Killing Lincoin 

Bill O'Reilly 

There's no spin allowed in 
the No Spin Zone, but 
Abraham Lincoln might be 
spinning in his grave thanks 
to the numerous inaccura- 
cies in Bill O'Reilly's book 
about his assassination. 


5. Dead Reckoning 

Charlaine Harris 

Usually franchise writers get 

into a groove. (Sue Grafton 

will probably bang out 

Z Is for Zebra in her sleep.) 

But despite Charlaine 
Harris’ having 
written 10 books 
in her Sookie 
Stackhouse 
series, her latest 
isamess. Bon 
Temps were not 
had. —Keith 
Staskiewicz 
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NONFICTION 


HOUSE OF PRAYER NO. 2 


Mark Richard 


Growing up 
the son of 
Cajun parents in Virginia tobacco country, Mark 
Richard was labeled “special,” first because of his 
severe hip defects and second because that was a nicer 
term than what locals thought he was: “slow.” Richard 
is special, all right, but for other reasons. He’s a master 
of killer prose who can tell a full story in the flick of a 
phrase. Writing with brilliant urgency, he tells of being 
a disk jockey, a deckhand, a private eye, and a ditch- 
digger, all while searching for spiritual succor. The 
struggles that made Richard who he is also made him 
one amazing memoirist. —Lisa Schwarzbaum 


2. Bossypants 

Tina Fey 

The uncommonly sensible, 
reflexively funny Miz Fey puts 
on the literary equivalent of a 
great night of sketch comedy 
in a genially jumbled memoir- 
esque collection of riffs, 
essays, laundry lists, true 
stories, fantasy scenarios, 
SNL script excerpts, and 
embarrassing photos from 
the wilderness years before 
she received the gift of a 
flattering haircut. Read 
closely—or listen to the 
author herself in the terrific 
audiobook version—to enjoy 
the workings of the lady’s 
first-rate hypocrisy detector, 
merrily calling bulls--- where 
calling bulls--- is warranted. 
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Especially on herself, the 
former dork duckling from 
Upper Darby, Pa., who 
became a comedy swan 
queen. —Lisa Schwarzbaum 


3. Lost in Shangri-La 
Mitchell Zuckoff 

The wonderful thing about 
history is that occasionally 
you stumble on a story so 
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bizarre and implausible that 
no fiction writer could get 
away with trying to tell it. 
Mitchell Zuckoff recounts 
just such a tale: In 1945, a 
U.S. military plane carrying 
24 military personnel 
crashed in an inaccessible 
valley in Dutch New Guinea. 
There were only three survi- 
vors, including a 30-year-old 
corporal in the 
Women’s Army 
Corps. They fended 
for themselves in a 
jungle surrounded 
by hostile spear- 
carrying tribes 
who were 
unaccustomed to 
Westerners (as well 
as clothing, money, 
and alcohol). Lost in 
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Shangri-La is part adven- 
ture yarn, part culture clash, 
and all true. —Thom Geier 


%. Steve Jobs 

Walter Isaacson 

After all the obituaries, the 
magazine special issues, and 
the 60 Minutes segment, is 
there anything new to learn 
about the man who turned 
personal computing into a 
pleasure, and then a neces- 
sity, for so many of us? Ina 
word, yes. Walter Isaacson 
(a former managing editor 
of Time, EW’s sister publica- 
tion) has written a massive 
bio of the prickly Apple 
genius; what the book lacks 
in introspection it makes up 
for in sheer breadth and 
detail. —Tina Jordan 


BOOK PHOTOGRAPHS BY BRIAN HENN 
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5. Pulphead 


John Jeremiah Sullivan 
Southern-born rising star 
John Jeremiah Sullivan is not 
a traditional Very Important 
Essayist, and thank goodness 
for that. At 37, he’s younger 
than Christopher Hitchens or 
Malcolm Gladwell, and his 
voice is much more fantasti- 
cal, whether he’s philosophiz- 
ing about Michael Jackson’s 
body or riffing on the ease of 
renting an RV for a Christian- 
rock festival. To read him is to 
feel very lucky just to follow 
him down his rabbit hole of 
choice. —Melissa Maerz 


6. Malcolm X 

Manning Marable 

Historian Manning Marable 
spent two decades working 
on his biography of the con- 
troversial civil rights leader, 
only to die days before its 
publication. It was a bitter 
coincidence, but thankfully 
the book—which was nomi- 
nated for a National Book 
Award—stands as a wonder- 
ful last word that redefines 
its subject’s legacy while 
cementing that of its author. 
—Keith Staskiewicz 


7. Nothing Daunted 
Dorothy Wickenden 

In 1916, two intrepid society 
girls traded their well-to-do 
East Coast upbringing for 
the hardscrabble frontier 
life. Dorothy Wickenden, the 
granddaughter of one of 
those girls, writes with 
exhilaration and stunning 
clarity about their adven- 
tures in an America that still 
felt new, mysterious, and 
wild. —Stephan Lee 


8. Life Itself 
Roger Ebert 
If you mostly know Roger 


Ebert as that 
thumbs-up guy 
from T'V, this 
elegant memoir 
might come as a 
surprise. But the 
longtime movie 
critic is a first-rate 
writer, whether 
he’s relating old 
Chicago news- 
paper stories, 
sharing memorable 
encounters with actors and 
directors, or chronicling his 
devastating struggle with 
cancer. —Rob Brunner 
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9. History of a Suicide 
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her 21-year-old sister Kim 
in 1990, tries to wrest some 
understanding from it. As 
Jill parses family history, 
literature, medical journals, 
and her sister’s diaries, Kim 
flits in and out of the pages, 
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10. Pauline Kael 
Brian Kellow 

With her swinging prose 
style and acerbic opinions, 
Pauline Kael was the most 
influential critic of the late 
20th century. And as Brian 
Kellow calmly demonstrates 
in his rich, thorough, and 
admirably fair biography, 
she was a tough dame— 
she'd like that term—who 
worked out personal issues 
in her criticism. The author 
has assembled a trove of 
illuminating details, from 
Kael’s young years in 
California to her oil-and- 


Jill Bialosky growing ever more detailed | water clashes with The New 
In this unflinching memoir, and real. Rarely has a story Yorker’s painfully genteel 
Jill Bialosky, who was of loss been rendered so editor William Shawn. 
blindsided by the suicide of poetically. —Tina Jordan —Lisa Schwarzbaum 


“Little did 
Sarah know... 


“| shove that Bristol had 
a straw up my ; : something other 
nose and snifffff the | was in than moose meat 
powder right out of b ye with him in her tummy.” 
the airl.. | was known efore | knew him. Deer in the Headlights, 
from then on as the He Was Woody . by Levi Johnston 
human DustBuster..” ene eae 
reat body... 
Does the Noise in My Head ’ g sas y 
Bother You?, by B\ Then Again, by 
Steven Tyler » Diane Keaton 


“My being 
transgender 
felt like having the 
Incredible Hulk ready 
to explode from 
within me and 
ruin my life.” 


Transition, 
by Chaz Bono 
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THOM GEIER 


THE BOOK 
OF MORMON 


ambassador; Mom (a 


Broadway 
NO. 

Sleep No More ae Biles: eh ory Other Desert Cities 
(Off Broadway) This innova- Ee S ees Ne i! b (Broadway) Who says you 
tive, immersive riff on Mac- performers as they clim can’t have fireworks at 
beth (which recently hada | Walls, tossone another from | Christmastime? In Jon Robin 


cameo on Gossip Girl) invites 
the audience to don masks 
and romp through a six-story 
warehouse space decked out 
like a Hitcheockian haunted 
house. Once inside, you 
explore the site’s nooks and 
crannies, open drawers, riffle 


pool tables, or strip naked to 
try to wash out, out those 
damned spots of blood. Kudos 
to the U.K’s Punchdrunk 
troupe for a unique choose- 
your-own-adventure event 
that may make you recon- 
sider what theater can be. 


Baitz’s explosive drama, a 
self-absorbed writer (Rachel 
Griffiths) heads home for the 
holidays with her latest 
manuscript, a tell-all about 
her politically connected 
family. Dad (Stacy Keach) 

is a former actor-turned- 


memorably brittle Stockard 
Channing) is a Texas Jew- 
turned-GOP grande dame. 
Together, they struggle to 
present a united front 
against the barbarity of the 
age—and, more challenging 
still, of their own progeny. 


Anything Goes 
(Broadway) Tony winner 
Sutton Foster is a one- 
woman dynamo in director 
Kathleen Marshall’s effer- 
vescent revival of the Cole 
Porter classic. Sure, the 
shipboard rom-com plot is 
silly, but the score is divine. 
And when Foster lets loose 
in the tap-tastic title number, 
holding her final note after 
an exhausting dance inter- 
lude, it’s hard not to think: 
Baby, you're the top. 


Blood and Gifts 
(Off Broadway) American 
playwright JT. Rogers 
crafts an intelligent, pro- 
vocative, and just plain 
entertaining spy thriller set 
in Afghanistan in the 1980s. 
Our nominal hero: a CIA 
operative (the sensational 


ILLUSTRATION BY ZOHAR LAZAR 
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Jeremy Davidson) who 
must balance the interests 
of the British, the Russians, 
the Pakistanis, U.S. pols, 
and Pashtun rebels (both 
secularists and Islamic rad- 
icals). It’s a cat-and-mouse 
game that underscores 

our muddled past—and 
present—in the region. 


Three Sisters 
(Off Broadway) 
& Uncle Vanya 
(Washington, D.C.) 
Two great Chekhoy plays, 
goosed by two star turns 
from Hollywood actresses. 
First, Maggie Gyllenhaal 
brought a searing intensity 
to the unhappily wed Masha 
in Three Sisters. Added 
frisson: Masha pined for a 
lieutenant colonel played by 
the actress’ real-life hubby, 
Peter Sarsgaard. Then, last 
summer, Cate Blanchett took 
her Sydney Theatre Company 
to the nation’s capital with a 
surprisingly funny, 1950s-set 
version of Uncle Vanya that 
featured Hugo Weaving 


2011 


stage stars 


NINA ARIANDA 
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(The Matrix) as pratfalling, 
hog-riding physician Astrov 
and Blanchett as Yelena, a 
restless trophy wife with 

a touch of Marilyn Monroe. 


Follies (Broadway) 
Like Shakespeare, Stephen 
Sondheim has his problem 
plays. And few are more 
problematic than Follies, his 
1971 paean to classic musicals 
and marital dysfunction. 
Heck, it’s a happy-ending- 
less show about aging 
ex-showgirls reuniting in a 
soon-to-be-razed theater! 
But director Eric Schaeffer 
imbues his revival with heart, 
soul, and some old-fashioned 
razzle-dazzle—assisted by 
certified Broadway babies 
(and Sondheim pros) like 
Bernadette Peters, Jan 
Maxwell, and Danny Burstein. 


War Horse 
(Broadway) Steven Spielberg 
is a cheater. To tell the story 
of Joey, a British steed who 
gets caught up in the horrors 
of World War I, the famed 


av 


director could rely on actual | 
horses. Not so for the 
creators of the stage drama 
that inspired his new film. 
So the Handspring Puppet 
Company stepped in with 
full-size figures of wood, 
wire, and mesh—and made 
the show’s equine characters 
as memorably alive as its 
very human cast. 


Hugh Jackman, 
Back on Broadway 
(Broadway) He’s got moves 
like Jagger—and Gene Kelly. 
The big-screen vet proves 
he’s an all-around entertainer 
in his enchanting one-man 
song-and-dance show. 


Hugh Jackman 
& Co. in'Hugh 
Jackman, Back 
on Broadway 


The Intelligent 
Homosexual’s Guide to 
Capitalism and Social- 
ism With a Key to the 
Scriptures (Off Broadway) 
You expect hyperintellectual 
debates from Angels in 
America playwright Tony 
Kushner (the husband of 
EW columnist Mark Harris). 
What you may not expect is a 


| domestic drama as charged 


as anything by Tennessee 
Williams or Arthur Miller, 
as a suicidal 72-year-old 
lapsed Marxist (Michael 
Cristofer) summons his 
family to “vote” on whether 


| he should end his life. 


The 30-year-old 
The shape-shifting | Playwright daringly | Tony nominee 
Fontana, 29, glee- | reimagines Martin | Miller,27,makesa 
fully dropped Oscar | Luther King Jr's nun’s habit seem 
Wilde's bons mots. | final night in like suitable disco 
in The Importance | The Mountaintop, | attire. She even 


of Being Earnest challenging audi- rocks one decked 
on Broadway. But | ences with her in gold sequins to 
he was equally depiction of the play diva-in-hiding 
adept at tearful icon and luring Deloris Van Cartier 
revelationsasa | A-listers Angela in the screen-to- 
tragedy-prone Bassett and stage hit Sister 
Lebanese- Samuel L. Jackson | Act. And her sing- 
American in Sons | back to the ing voice: heavenly. 
of the Prophet. New York stage. —Aubry DArminio 
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TELL YOUR 


BOSS 


YOU WON T 
BE IN 


OMORROW 


(IF YOU DON'T HAVE ANY VACATION DAYS LEFT, FEIGN SICKNESS.) 


The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo is a captivating listen that'll 


keep you on the edge of your seat for much longer than the movie— 


once you start listening you wont stop. 


DOWNLOAD IT FREE TODAY AT 


AUDIBLE.COM/EWOFFER 


(WHEN YOU TRY AUDIBLE FREE FOR 30 DAYS) 
> 


audible.com 


TOP-GROSSING MOVIES OF THE YEAR 


@ 


BOOKS 


Harry Potter and the Deathly 


Hallows—Part 2 $381 million 


2. Transformers: Dark of the Moon 
$352 million 


3. The Twilight Saga: Breaking 
Dawn—Part 1 $259 million 


4. The Hangover Part i $254 million 


5. Pirates of the Caribbean: 
On Stranger Tides $241 million 


6. Fast Five $210 million 
7. Cars 2 $191 million 
8. Thor $181 million 


9. Rise of the Planet of the Apes 
$177 million 


Captain America: The First Avenger 
$177 million 


11, The Help $169 million 
Bridesmaids $169 million 

13. Kung Fu Panda 2 $165 million 

14. X-Men: First Class $146 million 

15. Rio $144 million 


BEST-SELLING BOOKS ON AMAZON 


@ 


Steve Jobs Walter Isaacson 


2. Heaven Is 5. Diary of a Wimpy 
for Real Todd Kid: Cabin Fever 
Burpo and Jeff Kinney 
Lynn Vincent 6. Unbroken 

3. StrengthsFinder Laura Hillenbrand 
20 Tom Rath 7. Inheritance 

4. The Hunger Christopher 
Games Paolini 


Suzanne Collins 


8. The 17 Day Diet 
Mike Moreno 


TOP-GROSSING NON-SEQUEL, \) bY 

NON-PREQUEL, NON-SUPERHERO, ~ po 

NON-SMURF MOVIES 

OF THE YEAR 

1. The Help 
$169 million 
Bridesmaids 
$169 million 

3. Rio 
$144 million 

4. Super 8 
$127 million 

5. Rango 
$123 million 

6. Horrible Bosses 
$118 million 

7. Hop 
$108 million 

8. Just Go With It 
$103 million 

9. Bad Teacher 
$100 million 
Cowboys & Aliens 
$100 million 


\, 


ESeangen Tides, The Spat : 
a: Breaking Dawn— Part 


9. A Song of 
Ice and Fire 
4-book box set ys A 5. | f 
George R.R. Martin Ph. 2 1 
10. Go the F--k to i 
Sleep Adam 
Mansbach and 
Ricardo Cortés 


wo 


Go the F@k to Sleep 
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& HELLESTAD/CORBIS; LOPEZ: 


American idol, Dancing 
With the Stars, 2 Broke Girls, 
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C; 2 BROKE GIRLS: SONJA FLEMMING/CBS; NCIS: LOS ANGELES: MONTY BRINTON/CG5; 
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(Clockwise from top) Adele, 

Katy Perry, Cee Lo Green, 
and Mumford & Sons; (far 
right) Jennifer Lopez 


AMERICAN IDOL: MICHAEL BECKER/FOX; DANCING WITH THE STARS: ADAM TAYLOR/AB 
ELE: KEVIN MAZUR/WIREIMAGE.COM; MUMFORD & SONS: TIM MOSENFELDER/GETT 
KEVIN WINTER/AMA2011/GETTY IMAGES FOR AMA; THE ELDER SCROLLS V: SKYRIM: & 


AD! 


(From left) Madden NFL 12, 
The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim, 
and Batman: Arkham City 


XS 


TOP REGULARLY SCHEDULED SERIES 


1 American Idol, Wed. (Fox) 23.9 million 


2. American Idol, Thurs. (Fox) 22.0 million 
3. Dancing With the Stars (ABQ) 19.7 million 


4. Dancing With the Stars Results (ABC) 
16.7 million 


5. NCIS (CBS) 15.0 million 
6. America’s Got Talent, Tues. (NBO 12.6 million 
7. NCIS: Los Angeles (CBS) 12.5 million 
8. 2 Broke Girls (CBS) 12.1 million 
9. The Voice (NBC) 11.9 million 
America’s Got Talent, Wed. (NBC) 11.9 million 


= 11. Unforgettable (CBS) 11.8 million 
feleceWiselfiom top left) : a — = a Person of Interest (CBS) 11.8 million 


13. Once Upon a Time (ABC) 11.6 million 
The X Factor, Wed. (Fox) 11.6 million 
15. The X Factor, Thurs. (Fox) 11.5 million 


TOP-SELLING SINGLES ONiTUNES 


“Rolling in the Deep” Adele 


2. “Party Rock Anthem” 
LMFAO feat. Lauren Bennett and GoonRock 


3. “Firework” Katy Perry 
4. “Grenade” Bruno Mars 
5. “Forget You” Cee Lo Green 


6. “Give Me Everything” 
Pitbull feat. Ne-Yo, Afrojack, and Nayer 


7. “E.1.” Katy Perry feat. Kanye West 


8. “Moves Like Jagger” 
Maroon 5 feat. Christina Aguilera 


9. “Pumped Up Kicks” Foster the People 
10. “Super Bass” Nicki Minaj 


TOP-SELLING ALBUMS ONiTUNES 


21 Adele 
2. Sigh No More Mumford & Sons 
3. Tha Carter IV (Deluxe Edition) Lil Wayne 


4. Watch the Throne (Deluxe Edition) 
Jay-Z and Kanye West 


5. Mylo Xyloto Coldplay 


4 2. Just Dance 3 5. Portal 2 
3. The Elder Scrolls V: 6. Batman: 
Skyrim Arkham City 


4. Battlefield 3 7. Just Dance 2 


OP-SELLING VIDEOGAMES ON AMAZON 


TOP-SELLING 
EPISODES ON 
ITUNES 


1. The Walking Dead: 
“What Lies Ahead” 
(AMO 
2. Glee: “Original 
Song” (Fox) 
3. Breaking Bad: 
“Box Cutter” (AMC) 
4. Sons of Anarchy: 
“Out” (FX) 
5. Gossip Girl: “The 
Kids Are Not All 
Right” (The CW) 


MOST WATCHED 
VIDEOS ON VEVO 


1. “On the Floor” 
Jennifer Lopez feat. 
Pitbull 
2. “Party Rock 
Anthem” LMFAO 
feat. Lauren Bennett 
and GoonRock 
3. “Baby” 
Justin Bieber feat. 
Ludacris 
4. “Danza Kuduro” 
Don Omar feat. 
Lucenzo 
5. “Super Bass” 
Nicki Minaj 
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8. Madden NFL 12 
9. Gears of War 3 


10. Call of Duty: 
Black Ops 


—/ THE YEAR THAT WAS A— 


Movies: Box Office Mojo through Dec. 12, 2011 (Domestic); Books: Amazon.com through Dec. 9; TV: Nielsen Media Research, includes Live P2+ through Nov. 27; Music: iTunes through Dec. 6 and VEVO through Dec. 5; Games: Amazon.com through Dec. 6 
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2011 Music Edition 


R.E.M. say goodbye: 
Everybody hurts. 


“xe 


2011: Kreayshawn DNA-tested, 
2012: Oblivyawn mother-approved 
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Kim Gordon and Thurston 
Moore split: not a koo! thing. 


Spin Doctors’ Pocket U2's Achtung Baby: Nirvana's Nevermind: 
Full of Kryptonite: 20 years of rocking — 20 years of rocking 


20 years of sitting you artfully you aggressively 
under the floor mat & . : ; 
of a Geo Metro \ = 
* OS: 
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Best pop song 
you may 
have missed: 
Jessie J's “Domino” 


KF 


Cheer up, Turns out a i 
’ f guy with 
Bsifp lated 3 a face tattoo can go 
a No. 1. Take note, 
a $100 bill. It's time to i a 


Mike Tyson. 


= start thinking 
about a time-share 
in Boca. 
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Every Sunday, new guests and new adventures. 


‘ Bes Inside America’s hidden culture 


Brooklyn, New York 


Fire walking with Tony Robbins 
Los Angeles, California 


Nobo To oC AWD Ei 


Only on 


sundays 9 OWN 


OPRAH WINFREY NETWORK 


To find OWN on your TV, visit oprah.com/findOWN 


: © Harpo, Inc./George Burns. 


Ss > : 
——_— se W 
Italy gave us pizza; 
we gave them some- 
thing greasy and 


cheesy in return. 


Simon, we told you 
you should have stuck 
with Cheryl Cole. 


cae 


The Office: 
starting to feel 
like work 


All th Viagra in the world 
couldn't make us excited 
for The Playboy Club. 
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4 
| 
ly 
aa Seriously, 


are you still talking? 


Lead characters are 
killed off on HBO's 
Game of Thrones and 


> 


Boardwalk Empire. 
oe, Should we 
The Killing in be worried about 
three words: Larry David? 
It rained. i 
Disappointed. 


Seriously, 
are you still tweeting? 
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Friday Night Lights 
finale: Touchdown! 


Pos at a 
SINTLENtION ally. 
Wickedly : a a - lg 
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good witches 
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The most divisive 
issue this side of 
health care Ane 
Bad 
o © g58 
Fen 
£25 
mex 
TV's best double, triple, aS 
quadruple agent 4 
FI 


TG SLHON 
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We'd say some- 
thing clever abou 
American Horror 
Story’s Rubber —— 
Man, but frankly, 
we're too scared. 


Come back, 
Outsourced— 
all is forgiven! 


“Do you think 
Barney’s show is 
still hiring?” asks 
every dinosaur on | 


The only thing more 
painful than the escort 
plotline on 90210 is the 

shame of admitting that 


Terra Nova. 
you still watch 90210, a 


; Every Sunday, new guests and new adventures. 


At home with Paula Deen 
Savannah, Georgia 


Houston, Texas 


Atsteven tylers home 
Lake Sumapee, New Hampshire 
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Only on 


WN 


OPRAH WINFREY NETWORK 


sundays 9*° 
To find OWN on your TV, visit oprah.com/findOWN 
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Gwyneth's Contagion brain 
autopsy. Steven Soderbergh 
must really have hated 
Country Strong, huh? 


Accepting 
that we'll never 
understand 
The Tree of Life’s 
dinosaurs 


Cars 2: We can almost 


forgive the lame plot, No monkeying 


around: Andy Serkis 


but why do they d 
eserves an Oscar 
have tongues? for Rise of the 
Planet of the Apes. 


Neither surprising 
nor awesome 


Unsurprisingly 
awesome 


Surprisingly 
awesome 


€ 


Ice skates as weapons 
of mass entertainment 
in Limitless and 
Attack the Block 


The Hunger Games trailer: 
the best three minutes we 
spent in a theater this year 


Natalie Portman danced 
only part of Black Swan? Next you'll tell us Chris 
Hemsworth can’t really kill seven Frost Giants 
with a single hammer throw! 
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Ryan Gosling flaunts 
a six-pack in Crazy, 


Stupid, Loye, rocks 
a Satin jacket in Drive, 
generally’Sets an 
unreasonable 
standard for boy- 
friends everywhere. 


Michael 
Fassbender 


First Class, 
Shame, A 
Dangerous 


daydreams. 


Love you now, glad 
we didn’t know 
you in high school. 


smolders in Jane 
Eyre, X-Men: 


Method, our 
elaborate office 


Mars Needs Moms. 
Sadly, Earth didn’t need 
this movie. 


Earth didn't need 
this movie, either. 


We admit, 
they're 
- getting really 


—« . goodat that 
Ow "Tobot CGI. 


Twilight's insanely gory 
vampire-baby birth scene: somehow 
still less nauseating than the 


name “Renesmee” 
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> Watch Extra 
every Friday for more on the celebrities 
and stories featured in Bullseye 


a 


a 
J Every Sunday. | new ues and new adventures. 


With Governor Chris Christie 
_ Mendham, New Jersey __ 


With GeatGe Lucas 


NEXT CHAPTER 
dave 9% ‘OWN 
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alll 3G 


‘| This gas station looks 
close to you: 


Gas and Groceries 


You speak. Siri helps. Say hello to the most amazing iPho 


@ iPhone 4 


© 2011 Apple inc. All rights reserved. 1-800-MY-APPLE or apple.com 


